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St. John’s 
River Project 

offers students 
scientific field 
work option

Jayleen Cerda
Managing Editor

   When the Panama Canal expansion 
(2006-2007) took place, Terrance Souder 
concluded the St. Johns River would 
eventually need to expand and deepen to 
accommodate bigger ships. Souder: an 
AP Biology, Anatomy, and AP 
Environmental Science teacher, turned 
this idea into an environmental impact 
study for National Science Honors 
Society (NSHS). This opportunity is 
the first time Douglas Anderson offers 
scientific field work.
   Due to the lack of science fair projects 
at DA, there were no present opportu-
nities to practice field work until this 
experiment.
  “Finally, an organization at this school 
that can take ownership of the project,” 
said Souder about 
performing the project this year.     
   The starting date was Oct. 29, students 
outside of NSHS and volunteers are 
welcome to participate in the project. 
The sponsors include biology teacher 
Jennifer Sample, visual arts/sculpture 
teacher Khan Tran, UNF professor Eric 
Johnson and FSCJ professor Dr. 
Catherine Hullbert.
   Both Sample and Souder have 
published many research papers about 
the environment. Before becoming a 
teacher at Douglas Anderson, Sample 
was a research microbiologist through 
National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration Fisheries (NOAA). 
   “I studied the impact of viruses in 
ecosystems…and we’ll be going out 
with students and training them on 
how to look at different species,” said 
Sample.
   Souder has a Master’s Degree in 
environmental education from 
University of North Florida (UNF). He 
has also worked at Mayo Clinic for 13 
years doing scientific research.
   The project’s main objective focuses 
on the question: Will the deepening of 
the St. Johns River affect the species’ 
diversity in the river system? If so, in 
what way?
   “Afterward, it’ll create more 
commerce, more jobs, even higher 
stature but we question at what cost?” 
said Souder.
   NSHS will study a device, 12 ceramic 
tiles clipped to plumber pipes, created 
by Tran and the visual arts 
department, and place them from the 
river’s mouth to the Trout River. 
   In those studied portions, they’re 
recording variables like salinity, pH 
levels, temperature, and turbidity.
   Once a month, around the full moon, 
they’ll record what grows on the tiles 
from clams, barnacles, algae, etc. 
   In collaboration, NSHS will also be 
working with places like The Rudder 
Club in Jacksonville that can provide a 
horn cleat to tie the observed object.
   Souder plans to publish this 
long-term data in environmental journals 
like National Association of Biology 
Teachers (NABT) or Florida Association 
of Science Teachers.
   “This is the kind of science, a 
university person would do whether 
it’s a researcher or a grad student,” said 
Souder.
   In Duval County schools, scientific 
field work has been done. On Sept. 
29, 2015, a program called STEAM 
Cultural Passport Program provided 
‘on-the-water learning experiences for 
Title I 5th-grade students,’ according to 
st.johnsriverkeeper.org. Duval County 
School Board and the St. Johns 
Riverkeeper worked together to give 
students the experience to be more 
active in the community. 

Lack of Algebra 2 no longer
affects graduation

Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer

Molly Lantinberg
Junior Managing Editor

   The class of 2017 is the first graduating class to 
receive their Duval County diploma without the 
Algebra 2 requirement. This makes Florida one of 
many states, including California, Alabama, and 
New York, to do away with the
requirement in the past decade. 
   Until this year, options for students 
completing Geometry were limited, but the 
removal of Algebra 2 as a graduation requirement 
gives students greater options. 
   Duval was the only county requiring Algebra 
2 for graduation until this year, all other counties 
required any four math credits. Most students 
don’t realize that not taking Algebra 2 is even 
an option, according to Carrie Millican, math 
teacher,
   Annika Lundenberg, junior in AP Calculus AB, 
was shocked to learn that what she considered 
essential math skills have been “dismissed” in 
Duval County. 
   Lundenberg has been on an accelerated math 
track since middle school. “I didn’t really choose 
[AP Calculus],” said Lundenberg. “I started 
pre-algebra in sixth grade because of my five on 
the FCAT. I’ve just followed the math track.” 
   Students don’t realize that Algebra 2 isn’t a 
required course because it’s a prerequisite for all 
extra math classes, said Kinsey Gulamali, math 
department chair who has taught students in 
classes ranging from Algebra 1 to AP Calculus.
    Brand new to DA, Advanced Topics in Math is 
a course meant to bridge the gap between 
Geometry and Algebra 2, according to Kathy 
Anderson, guidance department chair.  
   continued on page 3

Online classes open new 
pathways for students

Molly Lantinberg
Junior Business Manager

Davie Hardesty
Staff Writer

   The internet is a vast resource providing a 
library’s worth of knowledge in a student’s 
hand--allowing a new depth in home learning. A study 
by the Department of Education in 2015 year found 
that online learners out-performed their 
in-school counterparts in tests assessing how well 
they met the benchmarks.
  Florida Virtual School (FLVS), the most common 
program used by DA students to complete their online 
classes, is run by the Florida Department of 
Education. FLVS was founded in 1997 and as of this 
year offers 150 different courses. It is recognized as 
the largest virtual school in the nation as well as the 
fastest growing system in Florida.  
   DA students take part in the FLVS Flex program which allows 
middle and high school students to take up to three additional courses 
on top of their in school 
workload. Students must maintain a pace agreed upon by their teacher 
and turn in work every two weeks or be placed on a probation period, 
eventually forcibly withdrawn.
   DA’s push into tech is part of a trend that has been 
shown throughout Florida cities, in which schools are 
offering what have been coined ‘Learning Labs.’  
   This includes teachers monitoring the classroom, 
but the class is taught through online instruction. 
FLVS feels that these online based courses cater each 
student’s individual needs, according to the Tampa 
Bay. 
According to FLVS, 81 percent of students who enroll 
pass their course.
   The focus of each course is ‘mastery-based’ with 
students receiving multiple chances on tests and 
classwork to promote in depth understanding.
    continued on page 2

Keiona Wallace
Visuals Editor

   Douglas Anderson’s first musical of the 2016 
school year, PARADE, depicts the trial of American 
factory superintendent Leo Frank, taking place in the 
small town of southern Georgia. 
   New Musical Theater Department chair David T. 
Loudermilk made the play possible with the help 
from DA Theater Boosters, music directed by Jeffery 
Clayton, and choreographed by Anthony Jones. 

   More than 150 students in Musical Theater, 
Technical Theater, and Orchestra helped with
 putting this play together and have been working on 
it since the second week of school, with nine weeks 
of rehearsal.
   Technical theater department students helped with 
creating the sets, with 22 students running the 
rehearsals, taking them almost a month to make the 
entire set. 
   The musical ran for three nights.
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Liam Wisansky, senior, as Leo Frank and Kylie Durrence, junior,  as Lucille Frank in a picnic scene from the musical PARADE.
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Random searches draw mixed response
Andrea Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-In-Chief

   Duval students have faced a procedure 
consisting of random searches that has been 
re-inforced this year. The security guards, Joan 
Penzera, Officer Cuartero, and Dean Charles 
Raeford have been conducting random 
searches. 
   Under the policies in the front of the student 
planners, page 13 talks about the, “Search and 
Seizure policy” and states, “In compliance with 
Florida State Statute 232.256 random searches 
of students, their belongings, lockers, and/or 
cars, are conducted routinely for the safety of 
all students.”
   They  look for contraband items such as: 
weapons, drugs, illegal content, and other 
items noted under the “Search and Seizure 
policy.” Those who oppose the searches may 
end up with out of school suspension. If any 
offenders are caught, they are subject to state 
and local laws according to Florida State 
Statute 386.212, Ordinance 90-772574.
  There are mixed feelings among students 
about the procedures; some see them as 
distracting and others see it as noninvasive. 
Some students, like Brandy Hull missed class 
time due to the searches. 
   “I didn’t mind having to do the search but it 
did bother me that they did it so close to when 
class starts,” said Hull, “[it] caused me to miss 
a large portion of education time...”
   Zahira Becca, senior, was in her AP 
environmental science class when Raeford and 
security guards did body and bag searches. 
They split the room by gender, then made 
everyone stand outside while they checked 
bags. 
   “...it was a huge waste of time since they did 
not find anything highly dangerous. I was also 
upset about the state that the classroom was left 
in.” Becca said, “All bags had been placed on 
the tables, but people’s items had been taken 
out, some items [were on] the floor and others 
haphazardly on the desks.”
   After Mandy Eastwood, freshman, arrived 
to school, the dean and security escorted her 
whole bus to the theater lobby. 
   Eastwood said “I don’t like the way they 
made us feel. In the moment I felt violated like 
they didn’t trust me, but I realized they are do-
ing it for a good reason.”
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Normalcy of texting and driving
Davie Hardesty
Staff Writer

  Ninety-seven percent 
of teenagers agree that 
texting and driving is 
wrong, but fourty three 
percent still text and 
drive, according to the 
Huffington Post. 
   As this 
technology- driven 
generation becomes 
licensed, it is 
becoming an 
increasingly relevant 
problem. On a daily 
basis 660,000 people 
text and drive. 
   According to the Huffington 
Post, 9 people are killed 
every day in a distracted driving 
accident and 40 percent of those 
individuals in the passenger seat, 
are teenagers.
   Officer Cuartero, DA’s on-sight 
police officer, hosted a 
presentation the first week of 
school. 
   Cuartero takes texting and 
driving very seriously and 
wanted to reach out to all young 
drivers at the school. “In my 11 
years as a police officer, I’ve 

seen everything from minor 
crashes in the senior parking lot 
to very major, sometimes fatal 
crashes…” 
   Texting and driving is a 
secondary infraction, meaning 
another violation must occur for 
drivers to be pulled over. 
   There have been attempts to 
make it primary in Florida, but 
each time it’s been denied.
   Most teenagers know that they 
should not pick up their phone 
while behind the wheel, but 
don’t know the severity of the 

issue. 
“It makes sense; we’re all so 
addicted to our phones that 
it’s hard not to look. You 
have to put your phone in the 
back seat or something. I will 
definitely turn my phone off 
to break my attachment,” said 
Franki Williams, sophomore.
   According to usnews.com, 
10 percent of fatal crashes 
involving distracted driving 
involve teen drivers. 
   Annabelle Dimaio, 
sophomore, who attended the 
presentation, said, “It’s awful, 
but understandable. I’ll get in 
the car with my friends and 

they will pull out their phones 
and I never understand why.”
   Companies have even begun to 
create apps such as Text Blocker, 
set by parents to shut off their 
cell phones once they reach 
10 mph, and Auto Responder, 
that sends a prewritten message 
that says you are driving to the 
sender. 
   “When my wife and I go on 
long road trips, I let her 
control the phones...because 
texting and driving is more 
dangerous than drinking and 
driving, ” said Cuartero.

continued from page 1

   Duval County students as of 
2011, are now required to take 
at least one online class in order 
to graduate. This means DA 
students not only have to 
balance their daily academic 
and arts responsibilities, but also 
budget enough time for a ninth 
class. 
   Recognizing the many 
challenges that come along with 
these online courses, DA has 
introduced a way to acquire this 
credit during the school day. 
French III and Government/
Economics Honors are the two 
classes currently offered to 
complete online coursework.
   While David Goode, AP 
US History and Government/
Economics Honors teacher and 
Claire Cowart, French I and II 
teacher, have opened their 
classrooms to students they, 
“...do far more monitoring than 
teaching,” according to Cowart. 
   Goode will teach lessons later 
in the year, during the financial 
literacy unit. 
   The unit will cover how money 
works in the world, how people 
earn it, manage money and 

invests it for the long run. This 
unit will teach students 
responsibility, which is important 
for the impending future. 
   The rest of the online courses 
will run through the program 
Edgenuity, which is graded by 
online educators. Goode believes 
students miss out due to lack of 
discussion and certain learning 
styles don’t match the online 
approach. 
   He doesn’t feel qualified to 
decide whether the change has 
been beneficial for most students 
saying, “The decision was made 
by people with far more 
knowledge on [students] learning 
styles.”
   The French III classes are 
offered during Cowart’s French 
II periods where a handful of 
students work on FLVS. 
   “I prefer to teach face-to-face, 
but there’s only one French 
teacher at the school,” said 
Cowart.  She hand-picked 
students to offer them a third 
year in French, for the second 
year in a row. 
   This is beneficial to students 
considering more rigorous 
colleges, including Harvard, 
Stanford, and Williams 
College,  that recommend three 
years of a foreign language. 
   Cowart hopes to provide this 

opportunity for many more 
years, satisfying students’ needs 
to meet university requirements. 
   Students are responsible for 
pacing themselves and 
comprehension of the material. 
The unique style of teaching has 
forced the students to become 
more motivated.  
   “Online really requires 
students to learn, as it is 
ependent on them,” said Jack 
Dewey,  junior.
   The majority of Goode’s 
students have already completed 
the necessary online course 
in previous years. Those who 
haven’t worked directly with 
Goode and the guidance 
department must ensure they’re 
on track for 
completion.  
   Kathy Anderson has found 
most students elect to take online 
courses early in their high school 
years to open their schedule for 
more arts classes. 
   She suggests students take 
weighted academic courses 
like AP Psychology, rather than 
Driver’s Ed, and to look at 
online courses as a way to 
explore  interests. 
   These in school options should 
be seen as bonuses rather than 
options offered so that students 
have access.

Classes offered to meet online requirement

Student-led petition catches attention
Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief

      

Last school year (2015-2016), 
a petition against the use of 
styrofoam in Duval County was 
created by PeaceJam member, 
David Baldwin, junior. 
   The group’s, “Remove 
Styrofoam from School 
Cafeterias” petition on 
change.org has over 200 
supporters.
   Nov. 4, 2016, PeaceJam Slam 
will be took place at Florida 
State University (FSU). This 
event featured Nobel Peace 

Prize Winners holding confer-
ences with students to hear new 
ideas. 
   This year Kit Cummings, an 
international speaker, teacher, 
and award winning author will 
be hosting the meeting. The 
project Cummings will dis-
cuss is called, “The Power of 
Peace Project” with the goal to 
develop untapped power and 
potential in all. 
Douglas Anderson PeaceJam 
members as well as students 
from other schools will be 
attending this event. 
   Baldwin and his group against 
styrofoam will bring their 
petition to PeaceJam Slam in 
hopes for insight and more 
supporters. 
   “PeaceJam Slam is a chance 
for our organization to 
potentially gain allies at other 
schools,” Baldwin said, “... as 
well as to increase our 
capability to run an effective 
campaign.” 
   “...[their] first initiative [is]
getting polystyrene foam (e.g. 
Styrofoam) and other disposable 
products removed from school 
cafeterias, [which] attracted 
hundreds of supporters at 
dozens of schools and is 
continuing to grow.” states on 
Their Students Against Waste 

website. According to Earth 
Resource Foundation, “chronic 
exposure [to styrene] affects the 
central nervous system showing 
symptoms such as depression, 
headache, fatigue, and 
weakness, and can cause minor 
effects on kidney function and 
blood.”
   Last school year, Baldwin 
spoke at the School Board 
meeting in front of 
superintendent Nikolai Vitti. 
Though Vitti agreed with the 
argument, money was one of the 
concerns. “I think that there are 
bigger issues here regarding 
cost, facilities...that would 
have to be revamped for large 
dishwashers, for example, and 
higher labor costs,” said Vitti 
according to a WJCT article.
     Baldwin also wants to 
empower students to make 
positive social change, not just 
by signing the petition but by 
starting their own campaign as 
well.
   He suggests to students want-
ing to start their own campaign, 
to visit the Dual Elections site 
to get in contact with elected 
officials that could help move 
the community forward. “When 
we work together,” Baldwin 
said, “...we can make a huge 
difference.” 

Dual enrollment policy changes

Savvy McLeod
Co-Business Manager

   Due to the requirement of the Strategies of 
Learning Success (SLS) course, many dual 
enrollment students at DA are now enrolled in 
two colleges. 
   Rather than taking the College Algebra 
course from Florida State College at 
Jacksonville (FSCJ), students involved in this 
class are now receiving a transcript from 
Edward Waters College (EWC).
   Teachers at DA had not yet been trained to 
teach the required SLS course by FSCJ, it was 
decided that they would teach the course from 
EWC in order to provide students with the 
same opportunity. 
   “We are very happy to have increased the 
number of students enrolled in SLS and 
College Algebra this year,” said Jacquelyn 
Cinotti, assistant principal. 
   “Last year, there was only one class of SLS; 
this year, we have four. When the second 
semester begins, we will have nearly 100 
students enrolled in College Algebra.”
   Although many students have complained 
about having to keep up with multiple 
transcripts, reaching out to a second 
community college has expanded the 
opportunities available to DA. 
   In fact, the instructors that currently teach 
SLS are hoping to gain separate training from 
FSCJ so that all of the dual enrollment classes 
may come from a single campus.
   In addition, all students beginning the 2017 
year will have the opportunity of choosing 
from a wider range of Dual Enrollment 
courses. The purpose is to strengthen the 
overall transcripts of DA seniors. 
   Cinotti said, “We were hoping to offer a 
science dual enrollment class, but there were 
not enough students to make the class…we 
want to expand the offerings to include some 
additional dual enrollment math classes and 
science classes beginning next year.”

During lunch, DA students are given their 
meals on a black sytrofoam plate

Erin Elkins, center, reading passages for class

Woman texting and driving, about to hit pedesrians
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Arts classes for non-majors offer new experience Math requirements change
continued from page 1
Math for College Readiness 
learning emphasizes concepts 
necessary for success on college 
entrance exams, according to Beth 
Ann Coleman Gonzalez, executive 
director of school instructional 
support, K-12 mathematics. 
   Students enrolled in these new 
courses are strengthening their skills 
from previous classes to make them 
more prepared for future studies. 
  Topics from Algebra 2 are in-
cluded on both the SAT and ACT, 
which are required for almost every 
university. Anderson recommends 
juniors in Algebra 2 and Advanced 
Topics take both standardized tests 
in the spring. 
   Advanced Topics students will 
earn algebra skills but will need 
extra preparation.
  Florida lawmakers in 2013 passed 
legislation that they said will 
allow more students to gain a high 
school diploma. 
   The bills included eliminating 
the Algebra 2 requirement. Fewer 
mandates will hopefully translate 
to a greater emphasis on vocational 
training and a more flexible educa-
tion for those with differing post-
secondary plans. 
   Senator John Legg, who supported 
the graduation revision 
requirements told Orlando Sentinel 
he’s, “...not looking to weaken 
standards but give students more 
ways to meet them.” 
  Duval county’s high school math 
department did not respond to 
phone calls or emails requesting 
comments.
  Algebra 2 will remain a 

requirement for students who wish 
to receive the scholar designation on 
their diploma. 
   Colleges don’t see this 
designation until after admissions, 
meaning it serves as a means to 
recognize students who chose to go 
above and beyond the standards. 
This is something Guidance 
strongly supports for students.
  Anderson believes that challeng-
ing students is important and that 
they shouldn’t be kept from the 
class. “Students need to be aware of 
the safety nets and added resources 
there for their disposal,” she said.
   Anderson believes all students 
can achieve, and encourages every 
student to take Algebra 2.
  Ultimately, the decision comes 
down to the rigor students desire in 
post-secondary education, Ander-
son said, although the requirements 
for competitive colleges haven’t 
changed. State universities like the 
University of Florida highly recom-
mend Algebra 2, but for students 
looking to find vocational work it’s 
no longer a necessity. 

Sierra Wise
Business Manager

   Open arts area classes, or arts 
electives, are classes available to 
non-majors. They have been 
available at DA for the past few 
years. 
   Although they seem to be few and 
far between, DA has been 
finding the need for more as 
students are taking more online 
classes and have space to fill in their 
schedule.
   Classes such as Screenwriting for 
non-majors, Issue-Based Theatre, 
and Recording have been open to 
non-majors for the past couple of 
years, whereas Acting for 
non-majors is brand-new to DA this 
school year. 
   In the past, Lighting Design, 
taught by Geoffrey Moss, has been 
open to non-majors on a case-by-
case basis along with AP Art 
History. That being said, sometimes 
a student’s major can determine 
whether or not they will get into 
these classes before they are full. 
   Since Recording is typically a 
small class, instrumental music 
students are placed first as they 
know the terminology being used 
along with having some background 
knowledge to begin with. 
   However, several creative writing 
students are placed in these classes 
since they are a good fit having 
experience with spoken word, 
according to Trinity Baker, 
administrative assistant. 
   The same goes for Issue-Based 
Theatre. There is one Issue-Based 
Theatre class this year, comprised 
strictly of juniors and seniors. 
   Theatre students get first priority 
in this class although DA is hoping 

to get another class period added.
   Some of the confusion regarding 
these courses most likely comes 
from several classes sharing a 
course code. For example, both 
Creative Writing 1 & 2 and 
Screenwriting have the same course 
code as does Theatre History and 
Plays & Playwrights. 
   “Since DA offers a diverse range 
of classes that not all high schools 
do, DA has to come up with a 
course code to fit the class as best 
we can,” said Baker.
   Several students were surprised 
to see courses on their schedule that 
don’t correlate with their arts area. 
Creative writing student 
Winnie Blay said it was strange to 
see recording on her schedule at the 
beginning of the year. 
   “I hadn’t signed up for the class, 
but thought it would be fun to try 
something new and outside of my 
comfort zone, so I did not switch 
out,” Blay said. 
   Although the class comes with 
challenges for Blay, who does not 
have musical background, she has 
enjoyed the class as well as learning 
a new art form.
   John Reeves, recording teacher, 
admits that it can be challenging to 
teach students without 
musical experience, but says he 
likes the challenge. 
    “It’s a good experience. I enjoy 
the other arts  areas as well as 
music,” Reeves said. 
   He also mentioned that some 
students come to class concerned 
due to inexperience or weren’t 
expecting to be placed in the class. 
   “Usually their opinion does 
change and they find out that they 
do enjoy recording,” Reeves said.

AP exam passing rates: is the class worth the investment?
Savvy McLeod
Co-Business Manager

   In 2016, College Board released AP test scores 
online, predicting that 41.8 percent of DA 
students who plan on taking the offered AP 
exams will not receive college credit. 
   Students who are deemed capable through both 
past experience and test scores are often required 
to take Advanced Placement classes after their 
freshman year. 
   Juggling work, sports, and other means of 
activities, this workload has proven itself to be 
cumbersome to even DA’s most rigorous 
students. 
   From both the online data and opinions given 
through students, the school is able to gain a clear 
idea of the most difficult AP end of year exams. 
“AP US History was the only test I failed,” said 
Dylan Sheppard, senior, “...there are so many 
details you have to remember.” 
   In this exam, there are two portions. One 
consists of 55 multiple choice questions and four 
short answers, and the other consists of multiple 
document based responses (DBQ) and an essay. 
   Despite the incredible number of DA students 
who agreed, many were split between AP US 
History another course: AP Art History. The AP 
Art History exam consists of 80 multiple choice 
questions and six short responses. 

   

“We had to remember the name, date, and place of 
250 art pieces throughout time,” said Sage Wong, 
senior, “...and we’re also expected to know other 
works by these artists.” 
   The data produced by College Board does 
suggest an immediate bias, however. Some of the 
courses shown, such as AP Environmental 
Science, have yet to be reported on by students. 
   This is primarily due to the fact that many 
students have had to wait until senior year to take 

a specific course. And, according to the data listed 
in the image above, AP US History and AP Art 
History appear to have strong competition when it 
comes to passing the exam.
   Despite the risk many students do believe that 
taking these courses are still worthwhile. In fact, 
Dennise Marek, a senior who has earned an AP 
scholar award and holds a 4.5 GPA, said, “AP 
classes have raised my GPA significantly, and 
they’re important because they’ll save you so 
much money in college.” 
   Involving herself in AP classes has allowed her 
to rise in class rank, which is often asked for on 
college applications. 
   While the majority of students agreed, there 
were also those who felt the inability to receive 
credit after a year of tough work was unjust. 
   “I don’t want to spend all of my time and effort 
to succeed in a difficult class without gaining any 
college credit.” said Tyler Thomas, senior.  
   As a tip, students taking AP classes for the 
money aspect may want to take a look at the 
reported passing rates when making decisions for 
their schedule. 
   Ms. Rimondi, DA counselor, said, “In hearing 
from colleges, the grade in the AP course is more 
important than passing the AP exam.”
   Colleges have said that the AP exam is not 
used in the application process, only the rigor of 
coursework and current senior schedule.” 

Justification of cheating a cause for concern
Sierra Wise
Business Manager

  The Student Code of Conduct is a set of rules 
focused on creating what the district calls “a safe, 
secure and respectful school environment”. 
   It includes policies on dress code, appropriate 
classroom behavior, tardies, absences, and 
cheating.
   For the past three years, students have been 
asked to read a digital copy of the Duval County 
Public Schools (DCPS) Student Code of Conduct 
in an effort to reduce expenses related to 
paper use.
   Each student in August received a form with a 
link to the digital Code of Conduct and a place 
to sign acknowledging that they understood and 
agreed to the rules. The form included the option 
to request a hard copy of the document. 
   The Artisan randomly surveyed 100 students 
during Power Hour on Sept. 22 regarding the 
Student Code of Conduct and, more specifically, 
cheating. 
   Of the 100 students surveyed, 26 percent 
reported they read the DCPS Student Code of 
Conduct. Of those same students, 62 percent said 
they had cheated on a test. 
   The same percentage of students said they 
used someone else’s work as their own, whether 
through copying homework or plagiarizing.

   As the Artisan survey represents less than 10 
percent of the DA student population, with a total 
of over 1200 students, Dean Raeford does not 
believe this characterizes the student body as 
several students have reported cheating to him. 
   DA students must balance arts, academic and 
extracurricular workload to be successful. With 
several Advanced Placement (AP) classes and 
afterschool obligations, students can be tempted to 
cheat. 
   For students who know that others are cheating, 
reporting this to an adult can be uncomfortable. 
Two percent of students said they had reported 
cheating to an administrator when asked in The 

Artisan survey. When asked whether or not it 
is possible to cultivate an environment where 
students feel safe speaking up, English teacher 
Denise Harbin said, “...students can and should 
report cheating, but regardless, the teacher needs 
the evidence.” 
   In some high schools, typically private, and 
several colleges, student honor councils are put in 
place to try and limit the amount of lying, 
cheating, and stealing that goes on. They are 
comprised of students, who keep all knowledge 
confidential, determine another’s punishment 
when they are accused of an infraction. Duval 
County has a Teen Court in place, according to 
Dean Raeford, but not DA.  
   Teen Court is for more serious cases such as 
illegal drug or alcohol offenses. “Like a honor 
council, the student’s peers give the punishment 
and then have to serve,” said Raeford. 
   He believes that this procedure is effective and 
could be at DA although there are no current plans 
to create one. 
   Many students mentioned that cheating was 
something everyone did at some point in their life, 
therefore justifying the habit. 
   Harbin believes there is no justification for 
cheating. “I know students feel pressured to make 
straight A’s, but cheating can become a habit, and 
if you cheat in college, you will be kicked out,”.

Stack of Algebra 2 book for the course

Pass rates of each AP course offered at Douglas Anderson
 according to statistics found on totalregistraion.com
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Dr. Tang: dedicated to family and education
Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer

Keiona Wallace
Visuals Editor
   

   Dr. Ying Tang has taught at 
DA since 2007. All 10 of his 
years he’s taught chemistry and 
physics, which he studied in 
chemical engineering at 
Wuhan University of science 
and technology. 
   With his knowledge in 
chemical engineering, Tang later 
conducted research on reusing 
materials to “give them new 
life.” 
   Many of the revived 
materials were associated with 
the polymer industry, playing an 
essential role in everyday life. 
His interest in science began 
with wanting to know what 
things were made of. 
   “I tried to figure out what’s 
inside of a battery,” Tang says, 
smiling at the recollection. He 
ended up breaking the battery, 
which his mother scolded him 
for, but the fascination 
remained.
   Tang grew up in China’s 
Northwest region near the 
Yellow River. 
   He spent his childhood with 
his parents who were 
agricultural professors, and his 
younger sister with whom he’s 
still close. 
   When they were children, 
Tang was a protective older 
brother. Her shoes once fell into 
a creek and he waded in to get 
them out. “If she needs my help 
I just help,” he says. As an adult, 
he calls her when he’s having 
trouble because he deeply 
values her advice.
   Tang’s education focused on 
working hard. His teachers gave 
him lots of worksheets and tests. 
“The workload is very heavy,” 
he says. “[Chinese schools] may 
need more creativity.” 
   His education in English took 
place in college with American 
teachers with whom he still 

remains in contact.
   In China, Tang spent his time 
ice skating. Since he moved to 
the United States in 1990 he’s 
been focused on exercise, 
swimming almost once a week 
during the school year and 
nearly every day during the 
summer. 
   He decided to move to the U.S 
to get a higher education. He 
also thought of his 
children. “My kids got [a] better 
education here.” Tang says that 
schools in the U.S. provide 
children with more opportunities 
for creativity and imagination.
   Tang has taught high school 
exclusively, considering it 
important in development. 
   “I think education is a system. 
[It’s] important to start early,” 
Tang says. “High school is more 
important than college- if 
education is too late it’s not 
molded.”
   Despite Tang’s interest in 
mature students, he doesn’t plan 
to teach college. 
   “I’ve been [at DA] a long 
time and I love this school,” he 
said. He earned his doctorate in 
education (Ed.D) at UNF last 
school year. 
   He wanted an education 
degree to be better equipped for 
students. Tang expects students 
to take ownership of their own 
learning. 
   “It’s an important time to grow 
into [a] great man or woman. 
They are working towards their 
beautiful future,” he says.
   If he weren’t teaching, Tang 
would still apply his scientific 
background to his career. 
   He says that science applies 
to life and art, using the dance 
department as an example. 
   “Dancers need physics. Things 
like Newton’s law are important 
in [completing the maneuvers] 
they do.”
  Jennifer Sample, science 
department chair, says that she 
works with Tang during 
meetings or lunch.“We have a 
very close science department 
and all members work very well 
together,” Sample says. 
   “…most of the department is 
eating together with discussions 
on politics, science issues or just 
chatting before Power Hour…” 
   Sample describes Tang’s 
teaching style as guided 
discussion. 
   He lectures with his students 
making contributions, and then 
he gives them time to practice 
what they’ve learned in class. 
   “Most students like his style 
of teaching,” she says.    

feature
Volunteering fosters interest in community out-reach

Hanna Walters
Staff Writer

  The silver cord is an 
acknowledgement at graduation 
indicating that the student has 
reached 200 volunteer hours, as well 
as qualifying for the highest level of 
the Florida Bright Future’s 
Scholarship. 
   In hopes to earn this, Knowlton 
Anderson, junior, balances his heavy 
workload with volunteer service. 
   While maintaining a 4.0 GPA his 
past two years, Anderson still 
managed to obtain 90 volunteer 
hours, qualifying for the 75 hour 
minimum for Bright Futures.  
   He volunteers at the American 
Legion Foundation, by serving meals 
to retired veterans, Youth Leadership 
Jacksonville, Joe Berg’s Seminar 
Series, the MOSH, DCPS 
Communications Department, and 
Lavilla. He dedicates his time after 
school and on weekends to 
community 
service. He’s also a member of the 
National Honor Society (NHS), 
which is a society that requires 
exceptional grades, participation in 
volunteer work, and demonstration 
of leadership skills. 
   Student community service brings 
people together, helps gain 
professional experience, and 
strengthens the community, 
(according to the University of 
California, San Diego). 
   Balancing arts and academics is 
hard because “...it’s a constraint, 
on top of your workload, you have 

NHS, and on top of NHS you have 
community hours.” Anderson said. 
   He jokes saying that he lives off of 
stress, however he tries to deal with 
situations in the short term rather 
than the long term. 
  To help avoid falling victim to 
procrastination he writes down his 
goals every day to motivate him to 
get everything he needs done. 
   Another visual arts junior, 
Brianna Eisman, enjoys 
volunteering. Eisman has around 
130 community service hours. She 
volunteers mostly during the 
summer and after school as often as 
she can. 
  Eisman volunteers at the Pedscare 
organization, the Teacher Supply 
Depot, Art League, NHS, National 
History Honor Society (NHHS), 
National Art Honor Society (NAHS), 
Mu Alpha Theta, and at various 
events at her church. 
   “I enjoy helping people, it gives 
me a warm and accomplished 
feeling because I am offering my 
time to change the world.” said 
Eisman.
   “I’m not entirely sure what my 
future will hold but I know I will 
always continue volunteering and 
helping others.”
   Although volunteer hours are not 
required for graduation, hours are 
still important to colleges and for 
scholarships such as Bright Futures. 
Most scholarships require a set 
number of volunteer hours. 
  DA’s school counselors are  always 
available to help students with 

balancing commu-
nity service hours.
   There is a list of 
all of the 
local places that 
students can 
participate in for 
volunteering in the 
guidance 
office.
   Students can 
turn in volunteer 
hours at any time 
during the year but 
the deadlines for 
the silver cord for 
all seniors is April 
3, 2017.
   The deadline for 
community 
service hours for 
Bright Futures 
is the last day of 
school. 
   Counselors strongly suggest that 
students turn them in sooner rather 
than later 
because your number is 
reflected in your transcript that is 
sent to colleges.
   If you don’t have any hours there’s 
not going to be a number populated 
on your transcript. 
   Community service hours may 
seem like a waste of time now but it 
actually can change your life 
forever. 
   Victoria Sherwood, visual arts 
junior with 200 hours, says “I think 
that volunteering helps people grow 
and learn how to develop skills that 

could help them in future careers.” 
   Shaneka Ferrell, one of DA’s 
school counselor, discovered her 
love for education and helping kids 
through volunteering. 
   Following her friend’s 
suggestion, she volunteered with 
Delores Barr Weaver, who has a 
Girls Matter elementary school 
program. 
   “The way the students made me 
feel and to see how I could make 
a difference in their lives was my 
motivation to continue to go.” 
   Ferrell said, “Because of the 
community service hours, that is the 
reason I became a school counselor 
today.” 

Knowlton Anderson, junior, volunteering at Jacksonville Beach

Dr. Ying Yang; physcis and chemistry 
honors teacher
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feature

Andrea Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-In-Chief

  As winter begins your skin is prone to dryness. Dry skin, when 
not taken care of, can lead to itchiness, scale-like 
appearance, and possible cracking. Keeping up with your skin 
can be costly. This quick and easy coffee sugar scrub exfoliates, 
moisturizes, and will give your skin that summer glow, depsite 
the cold winter air.

Materials:
- 2 tablespoons ground coffee
- 2 tablespoons raw sugar
- 1 tablespoon coconut oil 
- 1 tablespoon olive oil
- Sea Salt (best suitable for your skin sensitivity)

Steps:
1.Mix the ground coffee, raw sugar, and sea salt together. Sea salt 
is dependent on your skin. Do not overdo it, as sea salt is very 
coarse and you do not want to damage your skin.
(Sensitive skin: lighter salt)
2. Mix in the coconut oil and olive oil.
3. When you remove it in the shower or sink, use hot water so the 
grounds don’t clog up the pipes.
4. Refrigeratire this mixture in a sealed jar for up to 2 months.

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief

  Have you ever been too lazy to leave the comfort of your 
home? Is takeout too expensive? Don’t want to tip the 
delivery man? Save the time and create your own pizza 
in a mug. And the best part--extra toppings won’t run you 
bankrupt. Quicken your pizza intake with the speedy recipe 
below:

Ingredients:
A microwavable safe mug, 4 tablespoons of flour, ⅛ 
teaspoon of salt, ⅛ teaspoon of baking powder, pinch of 
baking soda, 3 tablespoons of milk, 1 tablespoon of oil, 
dollop of marinara/pizza sauce, shredded cheese, pepperoni, 
dried herbs, etc.

Directions:
1. Combine 4 tablespoons of flour, salt, baking powder, and 
baking soda into a tall mug. 
2. Pour in milk and oil, mix well.
3. On top of the mixture, place a spoonful of marinara/pizza 
sauce. Top it with cheese, pepperoni, or whatever toppings 
you desire.
4. Microwave for 70-80 seconds, until dough has risen and 
cheese has melted.
5. Let sit in the microwave for about 1 minute.
6. Eat up and enjoy your favorite greasy food. 

Jayleen Cerda
Managing Editor

White/blackheads ruining your day? This charcoal face 
mask is inexpensive and effective!
 
Ingredients:
-Activated Charcoal (pill form)
-Small bowl
-Elmer’s Liquid Glue 
-Small foundation brush
-Mint extract*
*Optional
 
   Tie hair back, keep away from eyebrows/facial hair!
 
1. Pour powder from four charcoal tablets into bowl. 
2. Add a cup of liquid glue into bowl, it should be double 
the amount of charcoal powder. If mint extract included, 
place two drops into bowl.
3. Mix all ingredients with brush until consistency is smooth 
and thick. 
4. Apply to cheeks, forehead, and nose. For easy peel, 
connect at your temples. However, you can apply it only to 
nose and chin.
5. Let sit for 20-30 minutes. 
6. Peel upward from chin. 
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Haley Switzer
Web Editor

  In May 2016, Intensive 
Reading and English II 
honors teacher, Debbie 
Rouse,hosted a day-long 
Young Women of Color 
Empowerment 
Conference in DA’s 
atrium. 
   “The empowerment 
seminar aims at educating 
and empowering young 
women of diverse racial 
and cultural backgrounds 
with the tools needed 
to become innovators,” 
Rouse said, “...the 
empowerment 
seminar, held each year, 
is also there to support 
the development of the 
young women at Douglas 
Anderson who come from 
all over Duval County to 
study the arts.”
   The annual conference 
consists of 40 female 
students, professional 
political and social 
leaders, and 
entrepreneurs, all invited 
to be part of the lunch, 
inspirational discussions, 
and witness artistic 
entertainment from 
several of the 40 female 
students.
   “My mission is to help 
these young women 
develop cross-cultural, 
collaborative leadership 
skills,” said Rouse, “...to 
provide them with real-
life testimonies of women 
leaders from Duval 
County and beyond in a 
non-hierarchical 
leadership platform to 
create a shared vision for 
effecting social change.” 
   Her mission was 
accomplished according 
to several young women 
who 
attended last year’s 

empowerment seminar.
   “The empowerment 
seminar was very 
successful! It showed 
me the process different 
successful women went 
through to take part in 
their current jobs/
businesses, and helped 
me realize that I’m going 
to be fine in this world 
because I can do anything 
I set my mind to,” said 
Christina O’Brien, senior.
   The issues that are 
discussed during the 
empowerment seminar 
relate to social and 
professional issues 
confronting young 
ladies into adulthood. 
   The enjoyable 
experience builds a deep 
desire for young women 
to attend next year’s 
empowerment seminar.
   “I hope to attend 
another empowerment 
seminar this school year 
to witness 
valuable lessons being 
taught to the many young 
women who attend,” 
Catherine Rhoades, senior 
said, “...The 
empowerment seminar 
really makes you aware 
that you’ll make it in 
life.”
   As for the 2017-2018 
school year, the 
empowerment seminar 
is May 26, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The theme is 
“QUEENS (Qualified, 
Unified, Educated, 
Exemplary, in/Nature, 
Sisters) of STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math-
ematics).” The specialties 
that spell out STEM are 
fields of occupation the 
guest speakers work with. 
Similar to last year, the 
young women will 
attend a catered lunch, 

discussion with 
powerful, influential 
women, interact, ask 
meaningful questions, 
discuss the future, estab-
lish new goals, strengthen 
or learn leadership skills, 
and witness students, 
even faculty perform 
works of art.
   The empowerment 
seminar allows young 
women to engage with 
others who have similar 
views on life and 
feminism as they do. No 
one walks away 
feeling unimportant as 
young women in school 
and society, which is 
essential in the 
development of mature, 
influential, and important 
young women. 
   “My hope is that 
phenomenal women 
like you will inspire the 
participants to create a 
supportive foundation 
towards building social 
change and professional 
progress,” said Rouse, “...
We may not be able to 
create miracles, but we 
all have it within us to 
manifest miraculous mo-
ments, and this affair is 
my heart-felt effort to do 
just that!”
   To participate in this 
amazing event contact 
Rouse via email: leed2@
duvalschools.org , or by 
phone: (904) 614-9668. 
   This school year will 
quickly pass, which is 
why attending 
inspirational 
empowerment seminars 
is important for young 
women struggling to find 
or reconnect with 
themselves. 
   Young women must not 
feel inferior, but rather 
bloom into worthwhile 
women.

The young women empowerment movement reutrns

The group of young women that attended the empowerment seminar last school year
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feature
Student teacher relationships help with coping

Haley Switzer
Web Editor

  “My wife and I found out the news 
12 hours after our son passed away, 
when we received a phone call from 
the hospital in Cambodia at 4 a.m.,” 
said Mr. David Goode, Douglas 
Anderson’s AP US History 
(APUSH) teacher. 
   “We were in such shock and 
disbelief, we had someone else we 
knew in Cambodia confirm for us 
that, that was our son.”
   In the early hours of July 23, 2016, 
Goode lost his son, Corey Goode, 
to a motorbike accident in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia at the age of 23. 
   He had been in Cambodia for two 
days before the accident, to begin 
teaching at an international school 
for a year. 
   This was Corey Goode’s third trip 
to Cambodia in three years. The 
first two visits were to volunteer and 
teach at a small, rural school in Po 
Village and Takeo Province, 
Cambodia. 
   “My son’s life goal was to assist 
people in third world countries,” said 
Goode.
   As Goode shared the 
heartbreaking news with his 
students, wanting them to know that 
he was going to have “good and bad 
days,” little did he realize that his 
previous and current students started 
to respect him more as not only a 
teacher, but as a person. 
   Always talked highly of, Corey 
Goode, an inspiration, wonderful, 
experienced, and successful young 
man, quickly intrigued and gained an 
emotional connection with Goode’s 
students. 
   Almost every student sat 
attentively, ears open, eyes wide, as 
Goode mentioned the last 
accomplishment his son made, or 
even discussed the goals and 
ambitions his son still wanted to 
achieve. 
   Although Goode’s students never 
personally knew Corey Goode, they 
felt connected to him, as if they 
knew him in the last stage(s) of his 
life. 
   “It shows courage to go back into 
your daily routine and know that 
there will be people there to support 
you,” said Brianna Eisman, junior.
   Similar views about 
student-teacher relationships sparked 
around campus as students informed 
one another and grieved for Mr. 
Goode  his loss.

“Student-teacher relationships are 
underestimated. Having a good 
relationship with your teacher can 
be the difference between passing 
and failing the class,” said Gabby 
McGrath, junior, “and 
everytime I see Mr. Goode, he waves 
or says hi and always makes my 
day.”
   As students continued to share 
their views on student, teacher 
relationships, they gathered together 
and pondered how to help Goode 
cope and realize that he is not alone 
during the most painful stages of 
grieving. 
   Eisman, McGrath, and other 
students of  Goode’s 2015-2016 
school year’s B4 class signed and 
gave him a card with uplifting 
messages, an assortment of cacti and 
a succulent plant, and journal to help 
him cope. 
   Goode wanted to frame and hang 
the card in his house. His students 
currently are pleased and grateful for 
Goode, as he teaches them not only 
APUSH, but life lessons and whole-
some morals to carry on with and 
appreciate. 
   Goode also partakes in 
counseling, plans to find a support 
group, stays involved with his son’s 
friends, started a Friends of Corey 
Facebook Page, is currently picking 
up the pieces where his son left off 
in Cambodia, and is finding closure 
while teaching amongst the best 
distraction: his students.

Traumatic experiences: is humor an appropriate response?
Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief

  George Vaillant, an American 
psychiatrist, described the use 
of humor as a “mature” defense 
mechanism. According to 
Psychologist World, “[Humor is] 
a primarily adaptive technique to 
help us cope with tense or 
stressful situations. Looking for 
a funny aspect in 
an environment 
in which we lack 
control can help us 
to endure it, and can 
even be an altruistic 
act in 
helping others to 
better cope as well.”
   Humor is a 
common coping 
mechanism, for what 
has happened to a 
person in the past or 
what one has seen. 
There have been 
many instances of 
odd humor, usually 
seen in many 
occupations like 
detective work, the 
police force, the 
medical field, EMT, 
etc.
   The huge 
responsibility of 
someone’s life in 
one’s hands can be a 
lot and humor helps 
take the load off. 
Crystal Albrecht, 22, 
is a student EMT volunteer. She 
does everything a real EMT does: 
save lives and help those in need. 
   “...I am accountable for 
everything I do to help someone,” 
said Albrecht.
  With the responsibility of some-
one’s life it often comes with loss. 
Ranging from simple cuts to losing 
people, every day is “life-chang-
ing.” Albrecht said, “...It reminds 
you how lucky you are to be the 
one saving this person’s life and 
not [in] the...person’s position.”
   Death is very traumatizing to the 
mind. Many turn to humor as it 
could come into play when a trau-
matic event occurs and attempting 
to not let it overpower one’s mind. 
“...all though [the jokes] are not 
always funny,” Albrecht said, “it is 
a way to distract your mind from 
what you just encountered.” 
   In a Huffington Post article, 

Dealing With Trauma: An EMT on 
Coping Mechanisms, by Courtney 
Moreno said, “The first bad call 
is different. It’s impossible not to 
recognize it immediately for what 
it is: a memory that’s going to 
stick... Bad calls don’t ever become 
customary.”  
   Humor in grave traumas can be 
considered only a temporary fix 
that helps in the moment, but not in 

the long run.
   Albrecht copes 
with these events by 
going to the gym,  
“...working out...
will relieve your 
stress so your body 
doesn’t have to take 
a beating from all 
the [build up].”
   The Anxiety and 
Depression Asso-
ciation of America 
(ADAA), states that 
seven out of ten 
adults experience 
stress and anxiety on 
a daily basis. 
   A recent poll 
by ADAA shows 
that 14 percent of 
people use exercise 
as a way of cop-
ing, while, “Others 
reported talking to 
friends or family (18 
percent); sleeping 
(17 percent); watch-
ing movies or TV 
(14 percent), as well 

as eating (14 percent), and listen-
ing to music (13 percent).”
   Albrecht explains the humor as a 
way to “lighten” the mood and de-
scribes it as completely healthy, as 
well as speaks about it’s unhealthy 
sides, “...if we were making actual 
jokes, then that’s completely un-
healthy because you’re just making 
fun of someone or trying to act like 
what you saw was funny when in 
all reality,” Albrecht said, “none of 
it is funny at all.” 
   Dealing with the loss is difficult, 
but Albrecht reminds herself that 
she did all she could. She even 
went on to explain how, “…you 
don’t forget about it.” Loss is a 
haunting flashback the human 
mind plays over and over again for 
one to remember. But, Albrecht 
remains thankful everyday for the 
breath she breathes, because there’s 
“..not guaranteed a tomorrow.”

Mr. Goode sitting at his desk doing work
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entertainment 

UPCOMING
EVENTS 

THANKSGIVING BREAK........Nov 23-27
CHRISTMAS BREAK............Dec 23-Jan 4

DA EVENTS
Visual Arts Gallery Opening............Dec 1
Winter Orchestra Concert.................Dec 1
Winter Band Concert........................Dec 6
Issue-Based-Theater Showcase........Dec 7
Coffeehouse......................................Dec 8
A Christmas Carol........................Dec 15-18
Choreography Concert.....................Jan 12

THE LANDING
Puerto Rican Carnival......................Nov 19
Christmas on the River.....................Nov 25

TIMES-UNION  MORAN THEATRE
Bob Dylan.........................................Nov 18
Manheim Steamroller.......................Nov 21
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Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 
hits the big screens

Haley Switzer
Web Editor

  Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar 
Children released 
in theatres on 
Sept. 20, 2016. 
Tim Burton di-
rected this PG-13, 
adventure, drama, 
and fantasy film 
derived from the 
novel written by 
Ransom Riggs. 
The screenplay 
by Jane Goldman 
also inspired the 
film.110 
million US dollars 
went into 
creating this film.
   English actor, Asa Butterfield, 
starred as Ender, the main 
character in Ender’s Game, and 
now Jacob Portman (Jake), a 
peculiar child who discovers Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children after his grandfather left 
and he encounters a mystery that 
stretched across time. 
   Little did Jacob realize that 
danger would soon find him, 
leaving him up to the challenge 
of saving his new peculiar friends 
(with superpowers or 
deformities), specifically when the 
Hallowgast’s attempt to kidnap 
Miss Peregrine and the peculiar 
children living with her. 
   Along with Butterfield, other 
cast members include Eva Green 
(Miss Peregrine), Samuel L. 
Jackson (Hollowgast leader and 
villain, Barron), Ella Purnell 
(Emma Bloom), and Judi Dench 
(Miss Avocet). 
   Each cast member plays a vital 
role in the individuality of each 
character, especially when it boils 
down to the movie r
elationships developed within the 
plot. 

      
     

Character’s like Emma and 
Jake illustrate romance, while 
other characters like Barron 
demonstrate cynicism. 
   As each character interacts, 
the more developed these 
themes become. 
   This is a true 
representation of a Tim 
Burton movie, embodying 
themes and ideals from other 
original works, like 
Frankenweenie, Edward 
Scissorhands, and even Corpse 
Bride. 
   As another form of Burton’s 
work, you can purchase tickets 
at Cinemark Tinseltown and 
XD, AMC Regency 24, Regal 
Avenues Stadium 20 and RPX, 
AMC Orange Park 24, for 
children and adults ready to 
witness gothic and grotesque 
characters take on challenges 
that symbolize day-to-day is-
sues. 
   These day-to-day issues 
include loss, grievance, death, 
and uniqueness, which allude 
to uncomfortable bizarreness 
and empathic pity within the 
film for audience members to 
take away. 

Ms. Pier reveals hidden singing talent
Savvy McLeod
Business Manager

  Lisa Pier maintains a hectic 
work schedule at DA, 
constantly working to aid 
students as both a past Nurse 
and current Administrator. 
   “One time when I forgot to 
bring money for my school 
lunch she offered to pay for 
the entire thing out of her own 
pocket,” said Amy Duncan, 
senior.
   While Ms. Pier is commonly 
known for her generosity and 
help around campus, it’s no 
surprise that she has also 
contributed to DA 
performances. 
   What many students don’t 
realize, is that beyond her 
day-to-day activities at school, 
she is also a life-long singer 
working to extend her country 
music career.
   In the past, she has won 
multiple contests, and even 
met people who are considered 
masters in the craft.  
   “Last year I remember her 
playing ‘Get Together’ by 
The Young Bloods with Mr. 
Reeves. Both of them played 
guitar, with Ms. Pier 
singing the lyrics as well. I can 
honestly say that I was taken 
aback by how much talent they 
produced on the stage. Her 
voice sounded incredibly pro-
fessional,” said Oliver Lovera, 
senior.
   At the age of four, Pier 
first decided that she wanted 
to sing. Raised in a musical 

environment, she was able to 
progress her skills and talents. 
   “My dad use to sing too, but 
he hasn’t ever since I started 
singing. The rest of my family 
is deaf—they wear hearing 
aids,” 
   According to Pier, it was just 
chance that she was born 
without the degenerative 
disease. “My brother who was 
deaf,” said Pier, “played piano 
for about six years.” 
   Pier is also able to play the 
piano, along with the guitar, 
mandolin, and banjo.
   Although she didn’t attend 
an art school like DA, the high 
school she grew up in allowed 
for her music skills to flourish. 
   “[My school] provided 
music history and taught about 
Joe Bias and Bob Dylan. Back 

then those were the biggest 
singers.” Outside of her high 
school, she was also a 
participant in a competition 
located in the Nashville 
Palace. 
   Not expecting to win, and 
incredibly nervous, Pier ended 
up playing with the 
Nashville Band and was 
granted payment. 
   “I always get nervous if I’m 
somewhere I haven’t played 
before, or when I’m in front 
of people I haven’t seen,”Pier 
said. 
   To cope with the nerves, 
she’s stated that she just has to 
get out and do it. “It still hap-
pens after all of these years.”
   While she is still involved 
in performance, she no longer 
participates in the creation of 
music. Pier said, “I don’t write 
music. I did when I was about 
14, but you have to be really 
sad to write music.” 
   Instead, she continues 
playing and using her voice to 
convey the messages written 
in music. She’s been doing this 
for 44 years now.  In fact, her 
son also graduated from DA in 
2010 for piano.
   Ms. Pier has admitted that 
she is likely to perform in 
future school activities, and 
to look out for her when she 
performs in those. 
   If she could grant one piece 
of advice to current DA 
students who wish to pursue 
music, it would be to make 
sure that it always comes from 
the heart. 

Lisa Pier, Dean’s Assistant 
and office administrator
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Main characters from Miss Peregrine’s Home for 
Peculiar Children on a promotional movie poster.
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The Things They Carried masterfully captures essence of the Vietnam War 
Andrea Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-In-Chief

  Summer reading books are usually 
a hassle to get through, and finding 
a pleasurable one is very rare. 
   The Things They Carried, a senior 
summer reading book, by Tim 
O’Brien was both a book I enjoyed 
reading and genuinely saw as life 
changing.
   When it comes to 
history, the one year captures my 
attention the most is 1968, specifi-
cally the Vietnam 
War. 
   O’Brien, having 
been drafted into 
the war, breaks the 
rules of fiction and 
challenges readers 
to stagger the line 
of truth and what’s 
made up. 
  The language in 
this collection of 
short stories has 
been so carefully 
crafted making it 
deceivingly 
simplistic. 
   The 
straightforward 
scenes and word 
choices have so 
much meaning 
layered underneath 
it, making this the 
perfect book for 
both intellectual 
growth and simple 
enjoyment. 
   Characters like 
Tim, Jimmy Cross, 
Mary Anne and 
Linda bring differ-
ent perspectives on 
the overall theme 
of the loss of innocence, each one 
going through different aspects of 
war. 
  Jimmy Cross, loses his innocence 
because of his distractions. 
After focusing on a dream girl back 
home, he lacks the alertness needed, 
doesn’t spot a booby-trap, and loses 
one (out of many) of his soldiers. 
   This loss takes a toll on him and 
he tosses the idea of his dream girl, 
changing her from perfect and pure, 
to distant and “stained”.
  Mary Anne, an innocent, preppy, 
bright girl, travels to Vietnam to be 

with her boyfriend. 
   As the weeks pass, she begins to 
adapt to the environment, going 
native, and eventually, disappearing 
into the jungle. 
   Mary Anne’s character loses her 
innocence through her naivety in 
believing she had the strength to 
survive the nature of the war. 
  Linda, is a more subtle example of 
the loss of innocence. Being Tim’s 
friend and crush as a child, she 
loses her life to cancer. 
   While her 

character shows the 
involuntary loss of 
life and innocence, 
but her character 
also influences 
the loss of Tim’s 
innocence due to 
the fact that he 
was faced with the 
concept of death at 
a young age.    
  O’Brien has 
mastered the use of 
simple syntax to 
attract his 
readers’ attention. 
   With each small 
story, the 
simplicity 
behind the 
language 
emphasizes the 
eerie tone and 
importance of each 
character. The 
subtle exaggeration 
of certain deaths 
sends the readers 
farther down a 
spiral of what is 
true and what isn’t.
  What really 
grounds the book 

is how the chapters are set up to be 
short stories, having the ability to 
stand by individually.
   O’Brien has placed each one in a 
perfect order and it adds to his 
overall message of the loss of 
innocence and its effects on 
everyone. 
   Being an anti-war book, I 
personally saw the beauty of the 
destruction of war prevalent 
throughout this book, therefore 
making it even more interesting. 
   O’Brien has managed to break the 
rules of fiction, making the word 
real, in this masterful novel. 

Largely overlooked: Interstellar pushed 
cinematic boundaries

Matthew Manyak
Special contributer

  There is perhaps no other film in 
recent cinematic history that has 
sought to push the boundaries of 
contemporary industry technology 
and stylistic cinematic technique 
farther than Christopher Nolan’s 
2014 sci-fi masterpiece, Interstellar. 
  Interstellar follows the story of 
an ex-pilot-turned-farmer named 
Cooper, brilliantly played by 
Academy Award-winner Matthew 
McConaughey. Cooper, who is 
recruited by the remnants of a dis-
solving branch of NASA to pilot 
a spaceship through a black hole, 
is in hopes of 
finding human-
ity a new home 
among the stars 
before a massive, 
violent dust storm 
ravages the Earth, 
rendering the soil 
sterile and the 
planet uninhabit-
able.
  Interstel-
lar possesses a 
star-studded cast 
featuring the likes 
of Michael Caine, 
Anne Hathaway, 
Wes Bentley, 
Jessica Chastain, 
Casey Affleck, 
and Matt Damon. 
Under Nolan’s 
expert direction, 
the cast begins 
to grant moviegoers a universe 
of masterfully-created characters 
placed in harrowing and terrifying 
situations across the far reaches of 
space.
  In the wake of completing the 
highly-successful Dark Knight tril-
ogy, veteran director Nolan once 
again returns to the intellectual and 
mind-boggling roots born from 
his earlier works Inception (2010) 
and The Prestige (2006). Upon the 
initial release of Interstellar, many 
members of the audience disliked 
the complex and thought-provoking 
nature of the film, as several of the 
scientific concepts (such as Ein-
stein’s Theory of General Rela-
tivity) that play a large role in its 
complicated plot line have never 
before been at the forefront of nar-
rative cinematic story.

  As one of the better-known in Hol-
lywood’s top-tier that still advocates 
for shooting on film rather than 
digital cinema—the industry’s new 
norm—Nolan decided to shoot in 
70mm IMAX film for much of the 
project, as well as the highly-
ambitious decision to utilize 
little-to-no computer-generated 
special effects, incorporating 
massive-scale models of spaceships, 
custom-made 
costumes, and large physical set 
props, as well as filming in 
exotic locations to achieve the truly 
amazing and breathtaking visuals 
achieved in the final cut of the film.

  Accompanying the 
epic film is an epic score 
crafted by multi- Acad-
emy Award-  
winning composer   

Hans Zimmer.   
 Zimmer has 
 composed many 
well-known scores 
throughout his career, 
such as The Lion 
King (1995), Sherlock 
Holmes (2010), and 
Gladiator (2001). 
Interstellar is the fifth 
time that Christopher 
Nolan and Hans 
Zimmer has 
collaborated as 
director and 
composer, 
respectively. 
Zimmer has also 

scored Nolan’s Dark 
Knight trilogy and Inception.
  Interstellar, although nominated 
for Best Visual Effects, Best Sound 
Editing, Best Sound Mixing, Best 
Original Score, and Best Production 
Design by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts, only took home the 
Oscar in the Visual Effects category.
  It is often sad to see such a master-
ful piece of cinematic art go under-
credited for its achievements and 
scope of complexity, however, no 
one can argue that although it may 
not have received proper award 
consideration or commercial suc-
cess, Nolan’s Interstellar has raised 
the bar for visual effects depart-
ments across the industry, prompt-
ing what could be a resurgence in 
bridging practical effects with com-
puter generated images to create 
breathtaking cinematic visuals.

“They carried the 
sky. The whole 

atmosphere, they 
carried it, the 
humidity, the 

monsoons, the 
stink of fungus 

and decay, all of 
it. They 
carried 

 gravity.”
-Tim O’Brien, 

The Things They 
Carried

Promotional movie poster for Interstellar
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   The Artisan would like to introduce this year’s Freshmen Five. 
   Throughout the school year, The Artisan will be following these 
five freshmen all from different arts areas through the paper and our 
social media accounts. 
   Stay tuned for more to come from these five freshmen on our 
website and all of our social media!
   Ethan Venzon wants to pursue acting when he’s older. Some goals 
Venzon has for this year are passing all his classes and to finish 
watching The Office.
   Michele Acampora, dancer, wants to be an inspiration to people 
who see her work, “I want them to see that DA is serio
us when it comes to dance and that I have to have motivation.”  
   Donaven Leuschen, a visual arts major, looks up to Leonardo Da 
Vinci and Pablo Picasso for their creative art styles. “I want people 
to see my work as realistic,” Leuschen said, “like if you put my 
work next to the picture, it would look the same.”
  Describing his encounter with Edgar Meyer, Double Bass major, 
Ned Franklin said, “...I hadn’t really been taking 
practice as serious enough but seeing that- that’s what 
motivated me to get into Douglas Anderson. I wouldn’t have got in 
if I hadn’t done that practice.” 
   Life is like a box of chocolates for theatre major Karen June Lynne 
Mceachern, better know as KJ. Mceachern strives to be as good of 
an actor as Hanks. 
   “When people see my work… I want them to feel satisfied after 
watching it.”

(from left to right) Donovan Leuschen, Ethan Venzon, Karen June Lynne Mceachern, 
Michele Acampora, Ned Franklin

DA welcomes fresh faces

Visit 

da-artisan.org
for coverage of local news and DA events.
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Young Arts recognition and 
dedication on DA community Diversity of visual arts department on display

Jayleen Cerda
Senior Managing Editor

Hanna Walters
Staff Writer

    As many as 7,000 to 11,000 
students between the ages of 15 and 
18 annually submit to the Young 
Arts competition by the National 
YoungArts Foundation. YoungArts 
is an opportunity for students with 
artistic talent to earn scholarships, 
attend lectures, and participate in 
workshops/master classes with 
professionals to enhance their art. 
Recently, the deadline for 
submissions was Oct. 14, 2016.
   Finalists can submit work in 
various art forms such as voice, 
music; classical, jazz and pop 
music, cinematic arts, classical mu-
sic, dance, jazz music, photography, 
theater, visual arts, and writing.
   “Alumni [from YoungArts 
program] have gone on to become 
bestselling authors, award-winning 
actors, headlining musicians and 
the art world’s avant garde…Youn-
gArts is the only organization of its 
kind in the country,” said Christine 
DePaul, CEO/president, “...our 
mission is to identify and support 
America’s most talented young 
artists at critical junctures in their 
lives.”
   YoungArts is important to DA, 
both faculty and students because 
of the school’s mission to offer op-
portunities to students to improve 
their craft. Some art areas make 
YoungArts preparation their main 
focus and has been proven 
successful including creative 
writing, dance, and theatre. DA has 
been successful in getting 
YoungArts recognition.
   “Over the years, we’ve had three 
or four Presidential Merit 
Scholars,” said Jackie Cornelius, 
principal.   
The dance department has had 
multiple finalists in YoungArts, 
such as hip hop and modern.
They’ve also received many 
honorable mentions in choreogra-
phy, modern, and African dance.
   “Young Arts is important to all of 
the students at DA, especially the 
dance department because it helps 
them qualify for the National Merit 
Arts Finalist allows them to get 
scholarships, be seen throughout 
the country and be put on numer-

ous dance department lists,” said 
Jennifer Turbyfill, head of the dance 
department. 
   Madison Minkley, senior dance 
major said her goal for auditioning 
to Youngarts is to gain more confi-
dence through the process.
   “Entering any competition, es-
pecially as a soloist, can be really 
damaging on your confidence when 
you don’t do as well as you hoped,” 
said Minkley, “...I also hope to 
maintain the diligent and deter-
mined attitude I had throughout this 
process.”   
   Creative Writing requirements 
prepare their are  submission in ei-
ther creative nonfiction, short story, 
novel, play or script, poetry and/or 
spoken word  of 10-20 pages depen-
dent on the category.  
   Alexis Williams, creative writing 
senior, spent many hours workshop-
ping the pieces she submitted.  
   “I hope to be given the chance to 
meet and learn from more estab-
lished artists in my field and to 
make use of all the hard work I’ve 
put into my poetry thus far that I 
can look back on later in my life 
and be proud of,” said Williams.
   Theatre requirements prepare two 
monologues and one song. Julian 
Robertson, theatre major in the 
2016 graduating class was a finalist 
in Young Arts and later received a 
full scholarship to Juilliard
   “Students who apply [for Youn-
gArts] go on special lists and they 
[universities] know kids who apply 
are smart and dedicated...it makes 
you put together a top quality 
application that you can use for all 
universities...it’s very professional 
and you only do it once,” said 
Cornelius.
   “Youngarts not only provides 
wider perspective, but 
opportunity to work with and grow 
from people we haven’t spent four 
years with.”said Amelia Jorn, senior 
performance theater major. 
   Young Arts encourages students to 
go beyond their limits and 
express themselves.
   “We want to assure [students] that 
the path of their journey is a great 
and noble path—one that, through 
hard work, excellence and dedica-
tion, can improve the future for the 
young artists themselves, their com-
munities and the cultural health of 
the country at large,” said DePaul.

Ben Shafer
Social Media Editor

 The many DA Art Galler-
ies feature students’ finest 
work over the preceding 
quarters. Work is displayed 
year-round not only in the 
gallery but throughout the 
atrium and the hallways in 
the front office; however, 
the main  attraction can be 
found through the double 
doors in the atrium. At each 
opening night, doors are 
opened to floods of students 
and parents eager to see 
why our school is truly like 
no other. 
   The recent art gallery 
opened September 29. 
Among the many forms of 
visual art, photography is 
often overlooked. In this 
art gallery, a photograph by Sneha 
Moorthy, junior, is featured. The 
piece depicts a tree branch on the 
ground right after it has rained. 
   “I have always had a problem 
with centering everything and was 
working on moving the focal point 
to the side, using the grid method,” 
Moorthy said. The photo is asym-
metrically balanced, she explained, 
and believes part of the appeal may 
be the aesthetic created using such 
common items. 
   Moorthy’s favorite artist is 
Elizabeth Catlett who used linoleum 
to make prints depicting African 
American struggles, in the time of 
racial segregation. 
   Although she is a printmaking 
major, Moorthy enjoys 
photography as it allows her to re-
lax and have fun. “I love how it can 
display something simple in a really 
aesthetic way.” This is exactly what 
we see going on in her photograph. 
   A major focal point of this art 
gallery has been a featured 
sculpture by Alexandra Dzierlatka, 
senior. The sculpture depicts a baby 
deer with flowers growing out of its 
back. “DA hasn’t had many 
sculptures,[recently]” she said. 
   This year there have been an 
increase in sculpture majors as this 
wave of promising underclassmen 
have proven to be more interested 
in three-dimensional art, therefore 
many more sculptures were featured 
this year than in the past. 
   

She cites the possible reasoning 
behind her piece’s popularity as 
being its color variety, and the 
complex form, in contrast to past 
pieces simplistic forms. Her 
favorite artist is Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini, an italian sculptor and 
architect, whose sculptures include: 
“Pluto and Persephone,” “Damned 
Soul,” and “Blessed Soul.” “They 
don’t even look like sculptures, 
they look like real people,” she says 
about Bernini’s work. 
   Dzierlatka has been featured in 
many art galleries outside of DA 
before and has entered a sculptures 
in contests, and although she hasn’t 
won anything yet, she remains con-
fident and optimistic about her art.
   Art has a different meaning to 
everyone. Dzierlatka has always 
loved animals growing up. Her art 
has featured animals repeatedly in 
the past. “I’ve never made a baby 
deer,” she said on what inspired her 
for this particular piece. 
   The seemingly tedious amount 
of detail put in the baby deer has 
all paid off as it looks like it could 
jump up and run away. There is no 
doubt detail and time were huge 
factors in creating such a complex 
piece. “I wanted to push myself,” 
Dzierlatka said, always being very 
detail oriented in her own work.
   Her own favorite pieces in the 
gallery currently are from 
upperclassman, all who show 
promising talent for the future of 
the DA visual arts department.

Sculpture by Alexndra Dzierlatka, visual arts senior
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     Editorial      
opinion

Freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press are key 
components of the democracy in 
which we live.

We, the student press of The 
Artisan take seriously our re-
sponsibility for such freedoms 
and have adopted the following 
as our mission:

1) To publish news, entertain-
ment, opinion, and feature ar-
ticles for and about members of 
the student body, the faculty, and 
administration, as well as school 
activities, policies, and interests.

2)  To provide an open forum for 
student expression. 

3) To present locally researched 
coverage of broader student 
interest issues.

4) To strive for content that 
meets high standards of profi-
ciency regarding grammar, spell-
ing, accuracy, and clarity.

5) To maintain high ethical 
standards regarding accuracy, 
fairness, responsibility, and per-
sonal/legal rights. 

Mission
 Statement            

Questions, comments, kudos or 
complaints about your campus 

and community? 

Contact us at The Artisan by 
emailing us at 

theartisan.staff@gmail.com
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Are trigger warnings helpful or harmful?
   In the past five years, trigger-warn-
ings have become common 
terminology in some classrooms. 
We are fortunate to attend an art 
school where trigger-warnings are 
not necessary since students react in 
a respectful way. This is not the case 
in the collegiate world. 
   This Fall, Chicago University 
issued a letter to students stating, “...
we do not support so-called ‘trigger-
warnings,’ we do not cancel invited 
speakers because their topics might 
prove controversial...” While this 
may not be a preferred way to handle 
the issue, we agree that
trigger warnings discourage academ-
ic and intellectual debate and growth 
by censoring the subject matter 
students will have to face eventually. 
   “Triggers are specific memories, 
behaviors, thoughts and situations 
that jeopardize recovery - signals 
you are entering a stage that brings 
you closer to a relapse,” according 
to“The Triggering Effect,” Psychol-
ogy Today. 
   Those who suffer from PTSD 
might still spend their life running 
from what may trigger them with-
out knowing if they have recovered 
or not. Students are responsible for 
connecting with the teacher about 
what could cause any discomfort, 
so the class is not disrupted. If the 
student steps out for a few minutes, 
they don’t have to go through the 
struggle of explaining the incident 
to the teacher/professor afterwards if 

they already understand beforehand.
  “[These] subjects give rise to great 
literature,” said Denise Harbin, 
english and advanced placement 
literature teacher.  
   The difficult topics we face in the 
academic world either through 
assigned reading or  historical 
documentation are necessary to our 
development, introducing themes we 
may be subject to later in life.
Without them, we cannot learn from 
it or even know if it is a sore spot 
when a trigger-warning discourages 
us from continuing. 
   The world is full of 
uncomfortable material,” said 
Denise Dvorak, english and avanced 
placement english language and 
composition teacher. However, 
“[Students are] mostly capable of 
mature ideas in a mature way.” 
  Having to add a trigger-warning 
for your work is censorship. When 
students graduate and are introduced 
to the adult world, there’s no way 
of censoring what others say around 
them. 
   In an artistic environment, 
students are encouraged to express 
themselves. Students also know what 
not to express. Adding a trigger-
warning would censor a student’s 
piece, keeping them from projecting 
the feeling and ideas they may have 
gotten from a certain 
difficult experience and sharing them 
with someone who could learn from 
it. Ideally, art should be expressed in 

a way that wouldn’t challenge and 
impact students.
   Film students, according to 
Doctor Nicholas Serenati, 
department head of cinematic arts, 
are taught to depict what will ap-
peal to the widest audience. “Every 
student wants to make horror films,” 
Serenati said, and while these themes 
occur, they are produced in a sty-
listic way to focus on other aspects 
of telling a story. Teaching students 
to rework their films to appeal to a 
wider audience and to add stylistic 
depth is not censorship, rather going 
about things in a different way.
     Serenati said there is no issue 
with triggers in the cinematic arts 
department. Students naturally ap-
proach subjects with an open mind 
and already do the correct thing if 
disturbed or triggered by the 
material. 
   Trigger-warnings are becoming 
an issue in many places, and while 
they have affected DA, we haven’t 
struggled with limitations from the 
concept yet.  
   A student shouldn’t change their 
work to suit the needs of someone 
with a very specific form of 
post-traumatic stress by removing 
vital ideas. However, they can still 
alter it in order to open it up to a 
wider audience without discouraging 
those who may be “triggered.”
   Art students need freedom of 
expression, but at DA, we haven’t 
lost it to begin with.

Financial literacy important for high school graduates
Jayleen Cerda
Senior Managing Editor

  In my 
Probability and 
Statistics class, we 
examined 
real-world 
statistics like the 
financial literacy 

of this nation, and I came across 
the statistic: about three-quarters of 
Americans think they would benefit 
with their everyday finances from 
the National Foundation for Credit 
Counseling. 
   I applied it to myself and became 
scared. I realized I’m not financially 
literate, I’m going to college soon 
and how am I to know my parents 
will teach me the correct way to 
handle finances? 
   Financial literacy includes 
developing and maintaining a bud-
get, balancing a checkbook, paying 
bills, filing income taxes, preparing 
retirement plan, how to invest, 
managing credit scores and 
interest rates. But the reoccurring 
theme in America is ‘learn-it-your-
self’ or ‘just-let-your-parents-teach-
you’ culture should not continue. 
   This is apparent through the denial 
of a proposed bill several times and 
last year’s rejection of a proposed 
pilot program in Broward County.
This program, with a grant, would 
enable other districts to participate 
and allow Florida to see whether or 
not a separate course would be 

effective. Although it would have 
only cost $30,000, according to 
news reports, the Broward County 
plan was declined for funding by 
Governor Rick Scott. There is no 
clear reason why Scott vetoed the 
plan. 
   But if more than one in six U.S. 
students did not reach baseline 
proficiency in financial literacy in 
2014, according to Education Week, 
a national newspaper covering K-12 
education—why can’t the program 
proceed to see if it would be effec-
tive to have a separate class? 
   In addition to reviving the 
Broward County plan, if Florida 
were to pass the House Bill 29/Sen-
ate Bill 92/SB 96 or the ‘Personal 
Financial Literacy Education Act’—
Florida would be the 18th state to 
pass this legislature. 
   The most recent states to pass this 
are Colorado and Pennsylvania. It 
would require Florida high school 
students to take a financial literacy 
class for one semester to graduate 
and it would cover the basics of how 
to handle monetsry responsibly and 
everyday finances.
   Since the law only requires 25 
percent of high school economics 
classes be dedicated to financial 
literacy, many feel making it a 
separate course is no longer manda-
tory/necessary.  But some advocates 
like Suzanne Costanza, director of 
programs/communications for the 
Florida Council on Economic Edu-

cation (FCEE), a nonprofit 
organization that provides educa-
tional programs for young people 
and teachers, say it isn’t enough.
   “We’re lucky to have that as a 
baseline minimum, but we need 
more than that,” said Costanza in a 
WUSF News interview.  Statistics 
prove this in a recent study done 
in 2012 to 2015 by the National 
Financial Educators Council. Florida 
participants in the National 
Financial Literacy Test, from ages 
15 to 18, had a pass rate average at 
58.93 percent while the nation 
averaged 60.35 percent. 
   A financial literacy course would 
also contribute to give low-income 
families and give them more 
economic security. 
   Especially if some parents can’t 
teach their children about money 
because they’ve never learned it 
themselves. FCEE’s Chairman Geoff 
Simon said to ‘look no further than 
the recent recession.’   
   “There’s no question the financial 
crisis that we’ve just gone through is 
a result of people being financially 
illiterate. 
   They had no idea the risks they 
were taking. They had no idea of 
the debt they were taking on, and it 
all came crashing down at once...if 
people had been financially literate, 
I don’t think we would have had this 
crisis,” said Simon. The earlier 
students are exposed, the less 
mistakes made in the future. 

Letters to the Editor: threats to end power hour conterproductive
   Power Hour has been a success at 
Douglas Anderson. With the free 
hour, students have greater ability to 
further themselves in their education 
and activities. Students have access 
to valuable rehearsal time, can be a 
part of enriching clubs, or can take 
time to rest and relax in the midst of 
a busy school schedule. 
   We should be grateful for the 
administration’s decision to 
implement Power Hour; Their hard 
work and concern for students’ well 
being is commendable. 
   We should not, however, be subject 
to the constant threat of Power Hour 
being taken away. This tactic 
antagonizes the students and 
punishes the masses as a result of the 
actions of a few. 
   If some students abuse power 
hour, then they should correct their 
behavior to benefit themselves. This 

misconduct should not reflect the 
actions of the student body as a 
whole. 
   Power Hour makes our school 
more productive and enjoyable, but 
dangling it over our heads 
disrespects us and leads to little 
progress. 
   Power Hour serves as a glimpse 
into the professional world: an open 
period in which students have to 
make decisions as to how they will 
utilize their time. 
   Through this, students will be 
better prepared for life after high 
school and will have a better chance 
for success. The constant threat to do 
away with Power Hour clashes with 
this goal. Instead of being upheld 
to adult standards, we are treated 
punitively. 
   I believe if the administration were 
to take away Power Hour, most 

students would feel mistreated and 
most likely would not want to 
continue their work with the same 
zest. 
   If students of Douglas Anderson 
are told that they are too immature 
to handle power hour, how are they 
supposed to maintain confidence in 
their abilities and future endeavors? 
   While administration made a 
wonderful choice in organizing the 
Power Hour at Douglas 
Anderson, their continuous pressure 
on the students is degrading and 
discouraging. 
   Instead of fighting the student 
body and creating division, admin-
istration should make a conscious 
effort to help students better utilize 
the great asset they granted us. 
                   - Carter Delegal
               Senior Theater Major
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UF Summer Institute opens eyes to journalism world and the world at large

Andrea Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-In-Chief

   As soon as we 
enter high school, 
college is all we  
ever think about 
and sometimes 
even earlier. 

   Ever since I started high school, 
my future was all I thought about. 
College was the goal.. 
   Being raised in a family where my 
grandparents didn’t get the privilege 
of an education, and my mother 
was pursuing her associates for the 
longest time, motivated me to reach 
for that goal.
  Unlike my mother, I had no clue 
what I really wanted to do. What 
was my passion? Where would I go? 
What would I do with my life? 
   The University of Florida seemed 
like the dream university. Their 
educational program was one of the 
best, the campus was only an hour 
from home, their acceptance rate 
was reasonable, and their tuition was 
something I could possibly afford.
For the longest time, that’s all it was: 
a dream. 
   Until junior year.
   Towards the end of my junior 
year, the school’s juniors were all 
applying for the Douglas Anderson, 
Dubow Family Summer Scholarship 
to attend a summer institute of my 
choice. 
   Since I’ve never won anything like 
this, I decided to give it a shot and 
apply anyways. I wrote my letter, 
researched different programs, and 
found the one for me. 
   The University of Florida’s 
College of Journalism Summer 
Institute offered all the right things 
for me: a week long program to 
pursue my journalistic aspirations, 
explore college life at a place I 
hoped to apply to, and an overall 

experience of a college classroom 
setting. 
   Now, this scholarship covered 
everything. Everything. And to me, 
that just seemed like a lie. Being 
raised as a lower class child, free 
things like this weren’t given to 
people like me. 
   Even as I checked in and received 
my dorm room key, it still didn’t 
ring true in my mind. I accepted I 
wasn’t going to get in, it didn’t click 
I would have a chance. 
   Not at all.
   I was in poetry class when my 
fiction teacher, Ms. Flaisig, walked 
into our class to tell us the 
recipients. I had been texting my 
friends in the fiction class to ask 
them who had gotten it, but no one 
would reply back. 
   I sat there  zoned out. I heard 
words like privilege, high honor, 
Andrea Torres. 
   Claps. Smiles.
   My eyes widened, the whole class 
had that comical laugh, the one you 
hear on TV shows, and all I could do 
was smile. 
   Normally, anyone would react 
with excitement, but the first thing I 
could think was: “What do I tell my 
mother?” 
   I had never been far from home on 
my own, and I wasn’t sure how she 
would react to a week by myself. I 
texted her right after, and she didn’t 
believe me either. 
   But I could tell she understood the 
opportunity I had received. We both 
spent the next month discussing and 
planning the trip. Before we knew 
it, school was over and I had two 
weeks left before I would leave, and 
then it was the morning of. 
  Every minute we got closer to UF, 
I won’t deny I was dying to tell my 
mom to turn around. My stomach 
churned, my eyelids twitched, my 
hands clammy. I’m  a momma’s girl, 

goody-two-shoes, I wanted to just 
take an illegal U-Turn and go back 
home to binge-watch Netflix all day. 
   I’m glad I didn’t.
   By 5 p.m. my dorm room was set 
up, and my mom was in the mini red 
rented Fiat and on her way to 
Jacksonville to an empty home. 
Even though it was just a week, I 
still felt nervous, sad, and a little 
guilty for leaving her alone for so 
long. 
   It had always been her and me 
since the start. No matter where 
I went, I hated leaving her, even 
if it was just for three hours. 
But this was a once in a lifetime 
experience,especially since it is only 
for high school students and I would 
be graduating in a year. 
   I was headed to the Journalism 
College’s main auditorium for camp 
icebreakers and guidelines with my 
roommate. 
   We were exact opposites; she 
was tall, an athlete, and into sports 
reporting, and I was short, an artist, 
and into news reporting. 
   But, it was refreshing to meet 
someone who wasn’t like me.
   At school, I was so used to 
sharing the same aspirations with 
others, and to be at a place where 
everyone had their own dreams of 
journalism fields was inspiring and 
motivating. 
   It was life changing. 
   Fields like Public Relations began 
to spark my interests, different 
critiquing styles influenced both my 
journalism and writing, and different 
approaches on social media allowed 
me to find an opportunity to bring 
back to my school’s newspaper.
   In my week there, I learned what 
growing up is like. Hearing 
different keynote speakers give 
lectures on levels of journalism that 
left the traditional field and college 
students pursuing this career al-

lowed me to see that there is more to 
life than high school. I had always 
known this, but this experience was 
one that opened my eyes.
   I got used to the shared bathrooms, 
the lines for the showers, the walks 
to the bat houses, and my own key to 
my own room. 
   I was independent, while I had 
always been this way before, I had 
reached a new level of 
independency. UF was an experience 
that I needed to be thrown into at full 
speed. There was no time to think, or 
contemplate why I should go or not: 
I just did. 
  On top of that, I reached a new 
sense of who I wanted to be, Jour-
nalism was something I saw as a 
hobby, but after my week at UF, I 
realized that journalism is an option 
on the table just as much as being a 
teacher is. 
   Just as much as being a poet.

Finding peace and strength through veganism

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief

 I called myself a 
semi-vegan for a 
long time. Most 
of my hygiene 
products 
including 

toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, 
deodorant, and even feminine 
products were vegan. 
   Noticing how much of my stuff 
was cruelty-free, I felt better. I felt 
as if I was saving some animals 
from torture. 
     It wasn’t until I stumbled upon 
videos of animals being 
slaughtered. The video contained 
such graphic images, it completely 
destroyed me. I was left in tears. 
   That’s when I decided that just 
using vegan products on my body, 
wasn’t enough. I decided to 
become vegetarian. 
   Most of my family didn’t 
understand my decision and often 
made fun of me. 
    But, I was aware of how the 
animals were treated. I felt 
disgusted. Nothing they’d say 
changed my mind. I decided to 
educate them on how their “food” 
was given to them.
   Chickens and turkeys are 
artificially inseminated so they 
produce more eggs rapidly. Babies 
will never see their mothers.
   The eggs hatched in an 
incubator, and will have their 
beaks and toes cut off, so when 
the birds are put in cramped areas 
without room to walk, they can’t 
kill each other. This is done 
without painkillers.  
   They’re then pumped with so 
many chemicals that they grow 
to more than double their natural 
size, legs eventually breaking 
because their body is unable to 
support their weight. 
   When it is time for their 
slaughter, they’re hung upside 
down on hooks. 
   Taken down a conveyor belt, 
their heads are dipped in electrified 
waters, their throats are slit, and 
then they are dunked into burning 
hot water. 
   At the point when they are 
thrown into the water, some are 
still alive. 
   There are many other products 

that are made from the torture that 
these animals receive. 
   Gelatin is made out of dead 
animal bones. These bones soak 
in a big pot of fluids until they  
are taken out and made into that 
substance. 
   It is hard admitting to my family 
that I want to be vegan or that I am 
a vegetarian because they simply 
don’t get it. 
   Many of them tell me that I am 
going to break, that I won’t make 
it as a vegetarian, nevertheless as 
a vegan. 
   They tagged me in a photo, that 
I absolutely hated. It was a picture 
of a sheep made out of cauliflower, 
the caption saying, “How to 
confuse a vegan.” 
   This infuriated me. Not only was 
it poking fun at something that I 
really cared about, but it showed 
the ignorance. 
   It showed that certain family 
members didn’t support my 
decision and didn’t take the time 
to. I ran into a lot of similar 
experiences with other people 
that I thought supported me. They 
completely made fun of me.  
   I will admit, there were times 
that I almost ate a hamburger or at 
least thought about it. 
   But in the end, I couldn’t do it, 
not out of spite to prove everyone 
wrong, but because I couldn’t get 
what I learned out of my mind. I 
don’t want to support it. 
   Being a vegetarian or a vegan 
is the healthiest one can do for 
themselves. 
   Meat is one of the leading causes 
of cholesterol and by cutting that 
out, one is decreasing that odd. 
   One of the main things that I was 
fearful of as I started being a 
vegetarian was not going to be 
able to eat. I was scared that I 
wouldn’t be able to find things to 
eat while traveling.   
   But, I discovered so many great 
restaurants and products that are 
vegan. It blows my mind on how 
many things are already made 
cruelty-free, I find these options in 
surpriing places like gas stations.  
     But, it also excites me. I am 
able to help more beings than 
I ever thought possible, even 
through something as simple as 
eliminating animal products. I 
can’t wait to become a vegan. 

Cramming a life into 24 hours
Ben Shafer
Social Media Editor

    Late nights, 
eyes bright red, 
head pounding, I 
consider possibly 
waking up early 
in the morning. 

Perhaps I could focus early in the 
morning, I could get everything 
done. 
   This is rarely true, and the struggle 
builds, and I never finish. 
     In the crowded kitchen of the 
Alhambra Dinner Theater, I think of 
nothing more than of getting home 
and going to sleep. 
   But where is the reward when 
there’s too much to do at home, 
where sleep is just a fantasy?
   In the real world, everyone will 
have to work. 
   Money is vital in guiding life and 
success, but money must be earned. 
In order to make more money in the 
future, I have to get good grades 
in school. But in order to live a 
relatively healthy social life, I have 
to pay for gas, for food, for others 
when they don’t have money to pay 
for themselves. 
   The majority of my paycheck, in 
fact, goes to paying for my everyday 
drive to work and school, living 
more than 20 minutes from each.
   With these responsibilities 
stacking up for me, I often use it 
as an excuse to get out of them. 
It’s too easy to explain why I have 
missed assignments, to say that I am 
trying so hard but the struggles are 
too much. I am naturally an overly-
dramatic person after all. Who can 
say if this is the truth? It sure is an 
easy way out, and it is human nature 
to take the easy way out when pos-
sible.  
   “I worked more than legal when I 
was a junior,” my sister will tell me. 
“Did I complain?” She didn’t. But 
she also didn’t go to college. She 
found a job on her own that does not 
require the years of stress college 
could implement. Not everyone will 
find the job that will likely support 
them for the rest of their lives at 20. 
I can’t neglect school in favor of 
making money. 
   In the first month of school, I 
could already feel the foundations 
of my soul disintegrating, crushed 
under anxiety and stress. It almost 

became a routine to go to my moth-
er late at night and complain about 
the work I had to do, ask her when 
things would get easier, consider 
asking her if I could just quit my job 
and focus on one thing at a time. 
   My mother has worked for 
everything she has. With the 
combined determination between 
her and my sister, why am I asking 
such a thing?
   Showers are my one time to 
escape the reality of life, a teenage 
cliche, but I have learned there is a 
reason it is a cliche in the first place. 
   Feeling the hot water running 
down my muscles, renewing my 
oily skin, I think about solutions to 
my lack of time to do homework.
    I try to forget about the world 
constricting me on the outside. 
These solutions haven’t been the 
best. Nothing has been solved. 
   In a shower one night following 
my routine rant to my mother, I 
came to realize that I had more than 
enough time to breathe. 
   The only issue was that every 
second I had, I complained about 
having no time to breathe. I had to 
get over myself. 
   But being myself, unfortunately, 
that was difficult.
   I am privileged. I’ll take that. If 
it isn’t always with money and a 
relatively perfect life, then maybe 
responsibility. 
   In the real world, there is no time. 
But everyone learns to function 
one way or another. It is early for 
a teenager to be put through this 
transition.
    I can take it. This only puts me 
ahead of others. I am learning early, 
preparing for the real world, 
learning that showers won’t heal 
everything. 
   Late nights, I get as much sleep as 
I can, knowing that I still get more 
sleep than the average teenager. 
When I get home from work, I do 
homework, as simple as that. I can’t 
complain to my mother on and on to 
solve my problems. 
   I do not seek refuge in the 
bathroom; I live in the real world, or 
at least dip my toes in. 
   This transition is hard and it 
should be hard for everyone, but 
why can’t I at least try? 
   Rather than being sad the easiness 
of the past is over, I rejoice that I am 
moving towards the future. 

Cover of summer institute yearbook, in 
tribute to the Pulse shooting in Orlando
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   In an art school where students are encouraged to 
express themselves, it’s no wonder spirit week has 
almost become a traditional holiday to the DA 
culture. 
   Each year students broadcast their unique ideas 
to show us just why there is no place like DA. With 
#DASpiritWeek2k16, students had a chance to share 
their costumes with the school through Twitter and 
Instagram. 
   The five themes this year were dynamic duo day, 
character day, senior citizen day, throwback 
Thursday, and keep DA weird day, with Halloween 
the following Monday. 
  Spirit Week allows students a chance to let their 
freak flag fly, demonstrating how far out of the box 
creative minds can take us, or stylistic ways of 
creating nostalgia and comfort in recognizable 
characters. 
   Even DA faculty members have joined in on the 
fun, such as Trinity Baker, curriculum and GSA 
sponsor; Charles Raeford; Catherine Silsby, main 
office; and Lee Fifield, substitute teacher. Thanks 
for another successful year of creative costumes and 
Halloween fun DA!

Spirit Week 2016: 
DA students 

personify artistic 
expression

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY DA STUDENTS THROUGH INSTAGRAM

Top left photo (from left to right) shows Amelia Jorn, Alexis Williams, 
and Natasha Harrison.
Second to top left photo shows Darien Bolden Jr.
Lower left photo shows Knowlton Anderson and Gena Heylock

Photo on the upper right shows Lauren Conran and Carly Brown.
Photo undeneath shows Lee Fifield and Charles Raeford.

Photo mid-left shows James Morgan and Blucher Allison 
Photo mid-right shows Olivery Rumney and Nadia Black.

Second to bottom photo shows Tatum Beadle, Kalista Newman, Janae 
Billings, and Zeotavia Brown.
Bottom photo shows Summergace Grable and Jamie Shoemaker.


