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  Homework is a constant source of 
stress for students, and many 
students question whether or not 
extra assignments are necessary. 
   Although more hotly debated 
for elementary school students by 
groups such as the national PTA, 
requiered work outside school is also 
a concernt for teens.
   “...The workload was one of the 
reasons I left,” Diana Lightfoot, 
junior, former creative writer, said.
Lightfoot now takes classes through 
FLVS. “Instead of eight classes I 
have four. I now have two jobs and
plenty of free time without the stress 
of grades…”
   Another former creative writer, 
junior, Aaron Bently, left for similar 
reasons. “[FLVS] has really
helped me realize a lot about my 
mental health and taking care of 
myself,” Bently said.

However, 
students 
and 
teachers 
see 
eye-to-
eye on 
more 
things 
than 
expected. 
Kinsey 
Gulamali,
pre-
calculus 
and advanced placement calculus 
teacher, and Lauran Conran, 
performance theater major,
agree on the importance of
 homework in subjects such as math. 
   “It allows the students to practice 
the material before being assessed on 
it,” Gulamali said.
Conran observes many students 
prioritizing test grades over 
homework, hoping a 100 would 

make up for small-
er zeros. Gulamali 
disagrees with this 
method. “There is 
a clear correlation 
between homework
completion and test 
grades,” Gulamali 
said.
   Conran 
justifies the 
workload in some 
cases. “[Teach-
ers] can’t just not 
assign homework,” 

seeing as it is expected in their job. 
In addition, students going to an art 
school should expect extra work. 
   “We knew it was going to be 
harder.” However, she also believes 
teachers should be more aware of 
other class schedules for tests or 
projects when assigning work.
   Conran is in National Honor 
Society, and works on multiple 
projects in her art department. “We 

get home at 10 from rehearsals, up 
until 3 doing homework, and have to 
wake up at 6 for school,” she said. 
“It is a horrible cycle.”
   Conran believes good teachers 
convey an understanding about the 
importance of the work and the
workload. 
   She believes David Goode has the 
ideal homework philosophy, as he 
“definitely understands our
arts areas and he communicates that 
with us,” and asks, “What do we 
need to do to get you more
organized?”
   Goode recognizes that there is a 
demanding element in the arts and 
that balance is required, but is less
lenient on students who use silly 
excuses. 
   Overall, students should be 
prepared to balance out the workload 
and their arts upon entering DA.
 “I did struggle while I was there,” 
said Bently,  “but I don’t regret a 
moment I spent there.” 

Savannah Goodman: Bright light cut short

An understanding between students and teachers on homework

Molly Lantinberg 
Jr. Managing Editor

   When Savannah 
Goodman saw the 
president of Duke 
University after 
Convocation, she 
introduced herself 
and told him, 
“You are
 going to know 
who I am.” 
   Ambitious, 
passionate, and 
focused, Goodman certainly made 
sure this was the case in 
Jacksonville and around DA’s 
campus.  
   Now, students, teachers, and 
faculty are remembering 
Goodman’s brilliant spirit and 
unwavering strength. 
   Dec. 19, at age 20, Goodman 
passed away following 
complications of a bone marrow 

transplant after a 
long struggle with 
Severe Combined 
Immune Deficiency.
 Under the hashtag 
Vanstrong, there 
was an outpouring 
of memories across 
social media 
celebrating a life 
that impacted almost 
everyone around her.  
Emily Cramer, a 

creative writing 
graduate and friend 

wrote on Facebook: “Missing this 
incredible, young woman, 
classmate, and friend. #Vanstrong” 
Another friend Kirsten Pinard 
shared, “Can’t stop thinking of 
Savannah and how much of an 
inspiration she has been...”

 continued on page 2

Valedictorian and DA alumni, class 
of 2014, Savannah Goodman.
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   This past October many students 
logged into school computers, typed 
in a familiar URL, and were 
surprised to find their screens 
glowing with the Duval County alert 
for forbidden content.  
   Duval County Public Schools’ 
decision to block logging into 
Google accounts left students 
scrambling as they lost access to 
hundreds of their stored files. 
   Teachers received an email 
warning them of the change 
according to Jim Culbert, Executive 
Director of Information Technology 
at Duval County. Although many 

students were unaware.
   “Google Docs being blocked has 
made it more difficult to transfer 
work from school to home...it’s 
frustrating,” said Makinley Dozier,  
junior in Creative Writing, who used 
Google Documents for almost all of 
her assignments. 
   The permanent change is a result 
of an unrelated choice to provide 
students with access to YouTube. 
Access to Google accounts provided 
students with the opportunity to turn 
off safesearch on YouTube bringing 
‘unfiltered content’ to the classroom. 
   Duval County’s Internet Content 
Committee, made up of teachers, 
parents, and administrators, who 
select which online sources are 

blocked, believed the educational 
benefits of YouTube outweighed the 
loss of Google drive and documents. 
Previously, Gaggle, Duval County’s 
student email service, allowed 
teachers to share YouTube videos 
directly with students. 
   The transition to OneView, an 
online portal combining multiple 
district resources, removed this 
option. When this decision went into 
effect the largest backlash came from 
Stanton and DA students Culbert 
said. 
   Culbert recommends students who 
had previously used Google Docs for 
file storage purposes transfer to the 
OneDrive program on OneView. 
   OneDrive functions similarly to 

Google Docs, keeping all documents 
stored in the cloud, and 
providing access from any computer 
with internet. 
   If students have a hard time adjust-
ing to the new software, he suggests 
viewing the series of online tutorials.
As an average of 47,000 students 
logged on daily the first week of 
December, OneView has provided a 
uniting force of technology. While 
Google Docs lacked “visibility” 
OneView provides similar 
technology while limiting the level 
of district liability. 
Culbert compared the move to 
OneView to that of Focus.
   “The hardest part is just getting 
people to jump on board.”  

Down with Docs: Technology Shifts in Duval

Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer

  Many at 
Douglas 
Anderson have 
faced losing 
loved ones in 
recent years. 
   This year we 
remember Cody 
Williams, a 
Creative Writing 
graduate from the 
class of 2015. 
   In early Novemer, he took his 
life. Cody is best remembered by 
teachers as someone outwardly 
quiet, hardworking, and intellectual 
but with a real sense of humor. 
   Liz Flaisig, Creative Writing 
department chair, remembers a 
prank he pulled his sophomore 
year. 
   It involved a peanut butter 

sandwich she 
found on her desk 
between classes. 
   Cody arrived 
shortly after to ask 
if she’d found it. 
   “I said yes, I 
found this peanut 
butter sandwich,” 
Flaisig laughed. 
   “You didn’t eat 
it did you?” Cody 
asked. “I found it 

on the ground.”
   Cody was still 

figuring out his goals for the future, 
but being adopted, he wanted to 
find some way to help others due to 
his background and apply his 
intellect to altruism.
 
 continued on page 2

DA Alumni, Cody Williams, creative 
writing graduate, class of 2016.
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      continued from page 1

   Even, Florida Times Union 
columnist Mark Woods, who wrote 
multiple columns on  Goodman’s 
fight, tweeted, “Savannah Goodman 
is somebody you think about long 
after meeting. Sad to hear she died 
today. #Vanstrong”
   A “force to be reckoned with” 
Goodman never allowed anything 
to stop her, not only from living life, 
but excelling at it. 
   “She wasn’t a high achiever, but 
the highest achiever,” said Jennifer 
Turbyfill, one of Goodman’s dance 
teachers. 
   A dance major and what Turbyfill 
calls “a dream student,” Goodman 
possessed an endless passion for 
the arts, attending Pine Forest and 
LaVilla prior to coming to DA and 
playing Clara in the Community 
Nutcracker. 
   She was also instrumental in 
helping found the still active 
National Dance Honor Society 
chapter at DA. Turbyfill 
choreographed all four of 
Goodman’s solos, calling her a 
“grounded and artistic” dancer who 
was always willing to take chances. 
   Goal oriented and highly 
organized Goodman was always 
eager to put herself out there. She 
was a counselor at Camp Boggy 
Creek, which allows children with 
serious illnesses to experience sleep 
away camp, and volunteered with 
the Immune Deficiency Foundation.   
   As vice-president of Special 
Projects in National Honor Society 
when the Smarty Party for the honor 
roll students was set to be 
discontinued she “took it on and 
took it over,” said Susan Cherry, 
NHS sponsor. 
   “She was the hardest working 
person I’ve ever met,” said Denise 
Harbin, who taught Goodman for 
two years. 
   Goodman was Harbin’s “go-to 
girl” while she was at DA, helping 
extensively with graduation. 
   In the end Goodman’s hard work 
paid off, she not only was 
valedictorian and one of Florida 
Times Union’s 10 graduates 
recognized as “the best all-around” 
for the class of 2014, but also was 
accepted to her dream school: Duke 
University. 
   “She came into my classroom 
screaming,” said Nancy Bodge, 
Goodman’s chemistry teacher in 

10th and 11th grade, “She loved that 
school.” 
   While Goodman was unable 
to achieve her ultimate dream of 
becoming a pediatric immunologist 
those around her take solace that 
she was able to achieve some of her 
dreams while she was still here. 
   She was a biology pre-med major 
with a dual minor in chemistry and 
religion. Goodman remained active 
on campus; holding a job, giving 
campus tours, and being involved in 
Jewish life. 
   Bodge’s son was in the freshman 
class with Goodman and Bodge 
visited her during that first semester, 
“[I’m] so happy I was able to be a 
part of her entering Duke, seeing 
her in the dorms, the community 
meant a lot to her,” said Bodge. 
   Goodman’s true legacy has
 become the inspiration she left in 
so many lives.  
“She’s, in a sense, who I want to be 
when I grow up,” said Stella 
Goodman, Goodman’s younger 
sister and current DA senior, “She 
dealt with more difficulties in her 20 
years than most people do 
throughout a lifetime yet she always 
faced [them] fearlessly [and] with 
grace.” 
   “I hope to have a nth of the 
impact on my students that she had 
on others,” said Harbin, “[She] 
leaves behind the idea that when 
you do your best good things 
happen for you.” 
   Harbin hopes that Goodman’s 
friends who haven’t faced such 
a loss before honor Goodman’s 
memory by continuing to fight for 
what they believe in because, “you 
never know the impact we have on 
others.” 
   Harbin recalls the small 
sophomore who entered her 
English class loaded down with the 
five bags that she always teased her 
about how Goodman was always 
sweet enough “to laugh every time.” 
   This organizational system would 
later become the subject of her 
college essay. 
   A fan of Harry Potter, one of the 
many reasons Goodman had loved 
Duke was because it had reminded 
her of Hogwarts. 
   Connecting these two aspects 
of Goodman the words of Albus 
Dumbledore in Harry
 Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 
come to Harbin’s mind, “to the 
well-organized mind, death is but 
the next great adventure.” 

Jayleen Cerda
Sr. Managing Editor

Davie Hardesty
Staff Writer

  Duval County requires 90 percent 
of students to take the Gallup survey 
twice a year. The county contracts 
Gallup, a private company that 
conducts various surveys, to obtain 
these statistics for all Duval County 
schools. 
   Fifth through twelfth grade 
students take the survey. About 94 
percent of Douglas Anderson 
students have taken this survey, 
according Melanie Hammer, 
assistant principal. 
  Each year, the district releases a 
statement about the collected survey 
data. Through certain questions and 

categories, 
the data 
determines 
students’ 
hope, 
engage-
ment, and 
wellbeing in 
school. 
  Florida 
requires
every 
county to 
provide a 
student survey. All questions are 
created by Gallup and Duval County 
administration. They are identical ‘to 
compare across the country,’ 
according to Ashley Barr, Gallup 
student supervisor.  
  Over the years, the survey has 

con-
sisted of a range of questions about 
mental health and documents 
students’ overall feelings toward 
their environment. Yet this year, the 
survey asked questions about 
student-created businesses and 
aspirations. In the past years, it’s 

always focused on student’s general 
aspirations rather than 
specific ones.
  The grading scale is based on the 
average number of student answers 
that include statements in a range 
from Strongly Disagree to Strongly 
Agreelike ‘I plan to start my own 
business’ or ‘I will invent something 
to change the world’.  
  Jamaine Tucker, senior, said, “[The 
purpose] is to get people thinking 
about the future…[then] weed out 
the people more interested in 
business than pursuing art.”
     “We do not analyze, we provide 
tools for understanding the students. 
Before we didn’t have resources like 
this for students,” Barr said, “You 
can see the power in this information 
to provide awareness for students.” 

Goodman: Optimism amid challenges In the arts, a place to grow
      continued from page 1

   “He was real passionate about 
equal rights,” said Charles Raeford, 
dean. Raeford taught Cody 
Advanced Placement 
Government his senior year. 
Throughout the time they spent 
talking together, their relationship 
was very personal.
  “He could get real deep, and his 
smile was infectious,” Raeford said. 
He found out about his student’s 
passing through an email sent out 
by Jon Nerf, english teacher, as well 
as former students.
  Raeford attended Cody’s viewing 
on Nov. 19.
   “It was difficult to see such a 
young man [but] students were 
there to support me and I was there 
to support them.”
   “People have a lot of love for that 
young man,” Raeford said. Losing 
a student is an experience he never 
wants to have again. 
   “He will be missed, and I think 
he could have impacted many more 
lives. I’ll never forget him.”
   Tiffany Melanson, Creative 
Writing teacher, described Cody 
as an intellectual thinker. “He was 
always after something more 
complex,” she said.
   Melanson had Cody three of his 
four years in the department.
   Cody was a writer who worked in 
the abstract. He took his work 
seriously and impressed Melanson 
with his risk taking. 
   His writing was a challenge for 
other students and it took some 
work to understand.
    “It was always worth it,” said 
Melanson. After her student’s 
passing she found herself looking 
back at the editions of Elan he was 
published in. The piece that stuck 
out to her the most was the last 
poem he wrote at the end of senior 
year. It was a literary allusion to a 
war veteran with PTSD. 
   “It struck me because it showed 
how much he evolved. He was 
intellectual, but he’d really become 
concerned with emotional nuance.” 
The poem was the antithesis of all 
he got from his experience, she said.
  Cody’s passing also affected 
classmates and acquaintances. 
Terrence Scott, a class of 2016 
graduate, discovered that he and 
Cody were extended cousins after 
his mom spoke to a relative.
  Scott went to school with Cody for 

eight years, beginning at The 
Potter’s House Christian Academy. 
The two weren’t close friends but 
had a relationship over their years 
together. 
   “When me and Cody went to DA 
we were pretty much associates,” 
Scott said.
  Throughout his life Cody struggled 
with depression, but DA was a place 
for him to grow. 
   “I think it was because of Douglas 
Anderson. At [The Potter’s House] 
he could never really thrive because 
of the extremely strict religious 
foundation. 
   “Douglas Anderson allowed him 
a venue of expression and comfort 
that he was not used to and it helped 
him blossom,” Scott said.
   Stephanie Thompson, a fellow 
class of 2015 graduate, met him 
during their freshman year. They 
became friends during sophomore 
year. Thompson knew Cody as 
someone with an interest in people. 
   “Cody was smart, almost 
ingenious when it came to people. 
He liked to figure people out. That’s 
perhaps what made him such a good 
writer,” Thompson said. 
   Cody wanted to see past the faces 
people put. “He didn’t see people 
just as they projected themselves to 
be with facades, but as their basic, 
most instinctual selves.” 
   In remembering Cody as a writer 
Thompson says that he wrote in part 
about his life. 
   “He wrote about the kinds of 
things that would make most 
non-writers uncomfortable,” 
Thompson said. “Not 
because it was gruesome, but be-
cause it wasn’t. He could make the 
darkest things so beautiful.”
   Thompson wishes she understood 
why he’s gone and she thinks she 
could have done more.
   His teacher Melanson thought 
similarly.
   “I would have given more, but 
I also know I did all I could,” she 
said. 
   “I am in the classroom with my 
students everyday. Have I paid 
attention enough? Have I done 
enough?”

   
   Make sure to visit The Artisan 
website for a personal view from 
Noah on Cody’s passing, who was 
his senior buddy during Noah’s 
freshman year. 

Student survey 2017 results and observations

2016 results from Gallup poll survey taken at the beginning of the 
school year.
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Matthew Manyak: successes 
inspires those around him

Davie Hardesty
Staff Writer

  Many students at Douglas 
Anderson aspire to be as successful 
in their art as they can possibly be. 
   Mathew Manyak, senior film 
major, has made many big 
productions over the years and has 
published two books. 
   Manyak is a succesful and
 inspirational 18 year old, that 
represents only a 
small amount of 
Douglas 
Anderson’s 
success and 
determination. 
   With two 
published books, 
Wolves of the 
Shadowlands and 
Haze -A Literacy 
Collection, 
available for 
purchase on 
Amazon and his 
newest film “Into 
the Falls”, he 
opens 
opportunities for 
students to explore 
their talents and enjoy what 
Douglas Anderson has to offer. 
   “[Mathew] is very dorky and 
silly when he is not in business,” 
said Natasha Harrison, senior and 
one of Manyak’s close friends, “He 
is very philosophical at times and 
definitely an optimist, which works 
in his favor.”
   As Manyak’s success continues 
to grow, his friends watch as he 
becomes more driven in life and in 
his work. 
   Friends have said that his drive 
inspires them to continue to 

follow their passions as well. 
   “He has learned from his 
mistakes and grown as an individu-
al. He is always pushing forward,” 
says Alexis Williams, senior and 
one of Manyak’s close friends.  
   Manyak is intense and focused 
with a lot of ambition. 
   According to his friends he is 
reliable and always there for them. 
   “He is such an awkward per-
son, he cares about a lot of things. 

You just have to 
get through his 
shell,” 
Harrison said. 
   Manyak’s love 
for film all began 
in fifth grade. 
“I was very 
depressed and 
trying to find the 
value in my life,” 
Manyak said. 
   From here he 
discovered 
writing stories, 
which led to his 
love for film 
today. “I wanted 

to bring the sto-
ries to life. It is so 

interesting and inspiring to create a 
universe and fill it with people.” 
   Manyak is driven by meeting 
new people and inspiring them. 
   He dreams to inspire others in 
following their passions as well.  
   “I have a vision for my life and I 
think everyone is trying to take the 
same kind of steps. I hope to make 
the world a better place someday,” 
says Manyak. “I’m so grateful and 
have no words to be living my 
dream: it’s so fulfilling. I hope to 
meet new people with the same 
goals and dreams.”

Denise Harbin: eager indivudal 
passionate about teaching

Haley Switzer
Web Editor

   Advanced Placement Literature and 
tenth grade English honors teacher, 
Denise Harbin, has been a part of 
Douglas Anderson’s community for 
several years in hopes to “open up 
kids’ worlds and show them they can 
always choose a different life.”
   In room 323, students enjoy 
interacting, 
listening, and 
discussing 
certain topics such 
as Shakespeare, 
Transcendentalism, 
and even the 
difference between 
nineteenth and 
twentieth century 
prose and poetry 
with Harbin. 
   “She has a student 
centered approach,” 
said a senior, visual 
artist who would like 
to remain 
anonymous. 
   “Her straight-
forward style of 
teaching helps me 
understand a lot of basic concepts 
I couldn’t quite understand before. 
She’s never afraid to admit when 
something is wrong or needs
 revision, and will even help you 
make those corrections. She hardly 
gets frustrated if students ask 
questions-rather she prefers it.”
   Harbin’s accepting personality 
shines through on a daily basis for 
her students. 
   They appreciate and respect her 
ideals, straightforward answers, even 
when she shows photos of her cats at 
times.

   Harbin does not teach like a “linear 
thinker.” She teaches the way she 
thinks, with a “light touch” and 
added humor, which most students 
respond well to and in turn, inspire 
her.
   “I have no doubt in her eagerness 
to teach,” said the anonymous senior, 
visual artist, “so I truly believe 
Mrs. Harbin enjoys her job. She’s 
always very upbeat and kind to 
everyone and easily takes on a 

motherly role.” 
   Harbin took a 
leave of absence 
for abdominal 
surgery before 
Winter Break. 
   Her absence was 
cut short to three 
weeks because she 
did not like being 
away too long. 
   Her students 
understand her 
hardships and 
respect her more as 
a teacher due to her 
eagerness to teach 
and see her 

students succeed each 
quarter, semester, and 

even once exams roll around in May.
   “I feel as though I accomplished 
my goals as a teacher when I first 
began because I love my job,” said 
Harbin, “and now have the new goal 
to increase my physical strength and 
flexibility, so I’ll soon be able to do 
ten military style pushups.” 
   Harbin is open and honest with 
her students, which allows mutual 
respect to come full circle between 
her and her students, so a 
comfortable and approachable 
atmosphere is established. 
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Matthew on set directing one of his 
newest short films, “Left Here to Die”.

Denise Harbin, teaching students in 
AP Literature about Hamlet

K
EIO

N
A

 W
A

LLA
C

E



Feb. 2017page 4

feature
Women’s March on Washington inspires change

Sierra Wise
Sr. Businesss Manager

   The Women’s March on 
Washington (WMW) was a peaceful 
protest that took place on Jan. 21, 
2017, conveniently scheduled after 
the presidential inauguration. 
   According to womensmarch.org, 
it was an event with the hopes of 
encouraging people to  “...stand 
together in solidarity with our 
partners and children for the 
protection of our rights, our safety, 
our health, and our families -- 
recognizing that our vibrant and 
diverse communities are the strength 
of our country, because women’s 
rights are human rights.” 
   WMW had been making headlines 
since Nov., 145,000 Facebook users 
had said they were going to the rally 
while 232,000 had marked their 
status as “interested” in the event as 
of Dec. 13, 2016. 
    With such a large following, cities 
teamed up to travel to 
Washington D.C. together; 
Jacksonville included. Florida had 
a “State team” that is split up into 
areas with team captains; 
Jacksonville’s captain was Autumn 
Tomas. 
   Tomas’ line of work is in the 
nonprofit social service field 

and although her organization is not 
involved in WMW, she 
volunteered to help anyway. When 
asked about why she personally 
attended the event, her involvement 
in the presidential election came into 
question. “I didn’t do enough [during 
the presidential election]. I believe 
that honesty and experience would 
defeat lies and manipulation. I want 
this march to remind people that 
women are not only equal to men 
but that we have the power to change 
lives, I want women to be heard,” 
Tomas said, “It’s important for high 
school students to feel involved and 
parts of making changes that will 

affect the world they live in as 
adults.” 
   Former DA student and 2016 
graduate Adaeze Ikeokwu also 
attended the event, but on a smaller 
scale. Women’s marches were 
planned on the local level, not just 
nationally. Ikeokwu marched in the 
downtown Jacksonville Women’s 
March. 
   What motivated her to march prior 
to the event was her inability to 
stand idle in the face of 
injustice. “I hope to help bring issues 
concerning marginalized voices to 
the forefront,” Ikeokwu said. 

   Beforehand she hoped to, and 
planned on, learning and growing 
from the experience. 
   The Women’s March is continuing 
to make headlines even afterwards as 
the turnout proved to be monumental 
as over 1 million people marched all 
over the country for women’s rights. 
   While reflecting on the local 
Jacksonville march, Ikeokwu said 
that she was able to gain what she’d 
hoped to from it and was able to 
“gain a sense of solidarity with my 
sisters,”. Additionally, she feels as 
though the response was good, at 
least locally, and she was unable to 
see any opposition. 
   However, Ikeokwu felt as though 
some aspects could’ve been made 
stronger. “It was somewhat 
intersectional; women of color, 
immigrants, and the LGBTQIA+ 
voices were somewhat heard. If I 
were to do the march all over again, 
I would try to make it more 
intersectional,” said Ikeokwu. 
   Furthermore, Ikeokwu believes 
that what counts is the action taken 
afterwards. “It’s about 
getting involved in groups such as 
the Jacksonville Coalition for 
Equality or other activist groups 
to help bring about change,” said 
Ikeokwu. 

Keiona Wallace
Visual Editor

      
      

         

David Loudermilk, new co-chair 
of Theater, is dedicated to student 
learning and growth. Loudermilk  
attended a performing arts high 
school double majoring in theatre 
and dance, so he knows firsthand 
about the amount of determination 
and hard work that goes into each 
major.
   “Knowing the impact that a 
performing arts school had on me 
as a highschool student was my 
number one reason-- that’s exactly 
where I want to work if I were 
hired,” Loudermilk said.
  He’s been working in musical 
theatre for 18 years, leaving his 
job as artistic director at a theatre 
company in North Carolina. 
   He realized during this time the 
support for the arts in Florida was 
different from other states and he 
wasn’t happy in North Carolina 
with the political climate. 
   Loudermilk knew he wanted to 
leave and try something new with 
his career. 
   With his father being in the
 military, he never stayed in one 
place for too long when growing 
up, moving around in different 
cities.
   “I don’t really claim to be from 
anywhere,” Loudermilk says.
   Teaching at DA for five months, 
Loudermilk has put on one 

musical, PARADE, that ran for 
three nights. “Directing PARADE 
was my first interaction with a 
performance at DA that I was not 
only seeing, but I was also 
directing.” in 2016 he has directed 
two of his dream plays one being 
American Idiot, which he directed 
before coming here and PARADE. 
   “Someone with the experience he 
has the expertise to do it. It might 
be done differently, but it’s still 
very good,” says principal, Jackie 
Cornelius, “ When we interview 
the person had to have a 
background in depth with teaching, 
acting, and understanding the 
vocalization involved in musical 
theatre as well as dance and he has 
that.”     
   Loudermilk’s sole investment 
is his students. “There’s not a day 
that goes by-- or an assignment 
where I’m asking how is this going 
to make them grow? That’s what 
the ultimate goal is,” Loudermilk 
said.      
   Musical theatre junior, Maya 
Pinfield says that he has helped 
her in seeing the little things she’s  
needed to improve upon. 
   She loves the atmosphere 
Loudermilk creates for his 
students, interacting with them on 
a personal level, making a 
comfortable learning environment.
    “With Loudermilk, it’s easier 
for me to put myself out there, “ 
Logan Smith, senior, said. 
   “ I feel more comfortable mak-
ing bold choices in Loudermilk’s 
class.”
   Loudermilk believes that artistic 
growth is achieved through hard 
work. 
   “I want them [students] to never 
lose the love and passion for the art 
that they are creating. I want them 
to always be fully invested in it 
and use it as a learning experience. 
I learn from them as much as they 
learn from me,” Loudermilk said.

DA student, Savannah McLeod with Amber Bowes at the Women’s March in 
D.C Jan. 21st.

Loudermilk approaches Musical Theater 
with vigor and artistic passion

David Loudermilk, co-chair of 
theater department 

Students cope with impact of stress 
Haley Switzer
Web Editor

   Students arrive to school campus 
early in the mornng, five days out 
of the week for five months a year. 
At this point, school, testing, work, 
college, and the process of maturity, 
are the largest stressors in teen and 
young adult lives. 
   “I’m stressed over the fear of 
applying to college and not getting 
in, working thirty 
eight to forty two 
hours weekly, the 
lack of money for 
all necessities, and 
the lack of sleep,” 
said Erol Pierce, 
senior, visual artist, 
“which began the 
end of junior year 
and became more 
prevalent three 
weeks into senior 
year due to senior 
fees.” 
   Stress affects 
students, even 
parents, teachers, 
faculty and staff, 
people of all ages, at 
any pivotal point in 
their lives. 
   “The largest 
stressors in my life 
right now would be keeping my 
grades above C’s while giving one 
hundred percent in my art,” said 
Morgan Wenk, junior, Orchestra 
major. 
   “I noticed these stressors the 
middle of first quarter my junior 
year when I couldn’t bring two 
grades up and lacked focus in 
Orchestra.”
   Students endure this cycle for so 
long before our bodies ache, brain 
function depletes, and sickness 
constricts our bodies of positivity. 
Once sickness sets in, we either 
fight or take flight in life.
   “I cope with stress by not sleeping 

and drinking coffee continuously,” 
said Pierce, “or listen to Opera 
music that is soothing to listen to 
while drawing.”
   While some ways of coping with 
stress are external, but provide 
temporary internal relief, other 
ways to cope are comforting and 
only focus on internal relief.
   “To cope, I just focus on what’s 
most important here and now, and 
make a timeline for events that 

seem to follow closely 
one after the other, so 
I am able to 
prioritize,” said Wenk. 
   “Doing so, helps 
me visually see when 
things are happening.”
   Often times, 
DA students appear 
more stressed than 
any other surrounding 
schools. 
   Reasons such as the 
“fear of competition, 
failure, and the stress 
and fear of not being 
able to achieve what 
a teacher wants,” said 
Pierce, is what stresses 
students at DA.
   Rather than fear, 
some students seek 
less homework and 

more understanding from teachers.
   “I know we revolve around 
college prep as well as art, but I 
wish teachers would be more 
understanding of the activities we 
have to do,” said Wenk. 
   “I only have one, occasionally 
two teachers out of eight that don’t 
constantly give out homework.”
   Stress, when not taken care of, 
can affect student performance in 
academics and arts, and their health.    
   Students must find a way to cope 
best and practice that form of 
coping religiously, either through 
our art or with the attempt to 
establish a new hobby. 

“To cope, 
I just focus 
on what’s 

most 
important 
here and 

now.” 
- Morgan 

Wenk, 11th
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Andrea Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-In-Chief

  With spring quickly approaching, the time of citrusy scents and 
pastel colors has finally arrived. Break out of the winter 
gloominess with this energetic sugar scrub.

Ingredients:
-½ cup Coconut Oil
-½ cup White Sugar
-Zest of 1 Grapefruit
-1 tablespoon of Grapefruit Juice
-10 drops Peppermint Oil
-25 drops Grapefruit Oil
-¼ teaspoon of Beet Juice (optional-for color)
-1 bowl

Directions:
1. Place the coconut oil and white sugar in the bowl and mix until 
it forms into a thick paste.
2. Add the grapefruit zest, grapefruit juice and oil, peppermint, 
and beet juice, if desired, to the mixture.
3. Mix until everything is fully blended together, and then for 20 
seconds turn the speed up to medium. If you do not have an 
electric whisk, then lightly mix until blended, and then mix 
quickly for an extra 20 seconds. 
4. When the mixture is well blended and fluffy, you can then 
transfer the scrub from the bowl to an air-tight glass jar and store 
in refrigerator.

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief
  
  If you’ve got a sweet tooth for chocolate, this recipe is for you! 
A delicious vegan chocolate mug cake that’s quick, simple and 
delicious for non-vegans too!

Ingredients:
-Microwavable mug 
-⅓ cup white flour 
-⅓ cup and 1 tablespoon maple syrup
-1 tablespoon cocoa powder
- ¼ teaspoon baking soda 
-1 pinch of salt
-½ teaspoon vinegar
-¼ teaspoon vanilla extract 
-2 teaspoons coconut oil 
-2-3 tablespoons water 

Directions:
1. Place the dry and wet ingredients into separate bowls. Mix 
both until combined. 
2. Combine dry and wet ingredients and mix. 
3. Pour mixture into a microwave-safe cup. 
4. Place in the microwave for 1 ½ - 2 minutes (time dependent on 
microwave wattage). 
5. Let cool. 
6. If desired, top with coconut icing/flakes or chocolate chips.

Sierra Wise
Sr. Business Manager

For awhile black bath bombs were all the craze. Popularized 
by social media platforms such as Instagram and Facebook, the 
product sold out quickly. Luckily, with just a few household in-
gredients you can now make your own in just a few simple steps!

Ingredients:
-½ cup baking soda
-¼ cup cornstarch
-¼ cup epsom salts
-¼ cup citric acid
-3 tablespoons vegetable oil
-1 tablespoon water
-1 tablespoon activated charcoal
-1 teaspoon black gel food coloring (ex: Wilton Black Icing 
Color)
-spray bottle
-bath bomb mold (sold on Etsy)
recipe credit to popsugar.com

Directions:
1. Mix all dry ingredients together and set this bowl aside. 
2. Put vegetable oil, water, and food coloring into the spray bottle 
and shake to mix well. 
3. Spritz mixture onto dry ingredients, making sure to mix with 
fork/whisk as you go. The desired consistency should be that of 
dampened sand. 
4. Pack mixture into mold and let sit for 10 minutes. Once taken 
out of mold it should be set aside to dry overnight. 

DA’s influence on studying arts in college

Savvy 
McLeod
Co-Business 
Manager

   Between 
freshman 
and senior 
year, the 
number of 
students 
eager to 
study arts 
in college is 
decreased 
by about 
15 percent, 
according to 
a survey of 
two-hundred 
students.
   This survey had students indicate 
whether or not they had come into DA 
wanting to study the arts, and how that 
decision has changed.
   While seniors wound up with nearly 38 
percent fewer students planning to con-
tinue their study of the arts, there were 
also about twice as many seniors that 
indicated they had come into DA never 
planning to major in their art anyway.
  “I originally wanted to follow the art 
of creative writing, but I found that I 
wanted money more, because I have a 
lot of family to look out for,” said Logan 
Monds, senior. “ I would rather 
support my family than my art, and I’m 
not ashamed of that.” 
   While many students realize the 
difficulty of pursuing a full time career 
in the arts, their DA art major will still 
be an important part of their lives after 
graduation.
 “I knew coming into DA that although I 
loved guitar, it wouldn’t be my 
career choice,” said Jessica Chalk, senior. 
“Guitar will be more of a hobby for me 
while I’m in college.” 
   On the other hand, out of the students 
who were surveyed, several were 
encouraged to pursue their current arts 
area in college thanks to the 
determination and help of DA teachers.
   “…If my arts teachers had not been so 
helpful, I wouldn’t be applying to be a 
BFA musical theatre major,” said Winter 
Hughes, senior.
    “Douglas Anderson has really helped 
me as a student to become more 
responsible and creative, especially in 

my writing classes. The teachers are 
so supportive and the classes are very 
rigorous, but fun. I’m excited to write in 
college.” 
   Many students across the board had 
reported that their love for the arts had 
only flourished since arriving at DA. 
Passionate freshmen and seniors alike 
had the most to say about their growth 
since arrival.
   Timothy Elder, freshman, said, “Visual 
Arts is really fun; it brings new people 
and knowledge that I’ve never thought 
about into my life.” 
 “When I first arrived,” said Andrew 
Doyle, freshman, “I was unsure if I truly 
wanted to make a career out of writing. 
Now that I have spent time here, I’ve 
realized all of the open doors. There are 
more writing careers than I had 
previously realized.”
  Students throughout their years at DA 
seemed to have the same passion 
regarding their art form.
   “Being in an environment where I am 
surrounded by other people that study art 
keeps me constantly inspired,” said Jadyn 
Duguid, senior. “I’m always pushing 
myself to be more creative and to 
improve my art, and I’m definitely sure 
I want to continue.” Ultimately, whether 
or not students choose to continue their 
art area in college, the knowledge and 
skill that DA helps develop is extremely 
beneficial to its students.
   “I feel that attending a fine arts school 
really helps a person decide if the arts is 
for them,” Kimberlee Witt, dance major, 
said. “Their fire for their art either gets 
burn out or realigned.” 

Survey results done by Savannah McLeod. 1/3 of the seniors and freshmen class 
were surveyed. 200 out of 612 students.
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From rich past, Douglas Anderson takes art to new heights

Sierra Wise
Sr. Business Manager

   Black History 
Month, although 
always taking place 
during the month of 
February, hasn’t 
existed in its 
current form. 
   In 1926, “Negro 
History Week” was 
established by 
Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson; he de-
cided it would take 
place in the second 

week of Feb. as that would mark both Abra-
ham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass’ birthday.
   “When I was a little boy I looked forward 
to Negro History Week, I looked forward to 
that week in our segregated schools because 
we would focus on nothing but black history, 
we would focus on things what were not in the 
books,” said Reuben Brigety, M.D. who made 
history as one of the first African-Americans to 
graduate from the University of Florida’s 
College of Medicine in 1970. 
   Brigety explained that during this week his 
teachers would do supplementary things, such 
as bringing in black doctors and lawyers from 
the community for the students to meet. 
   “This was the only time we could 
concentrate on the achievements of black 
people,” Brigety said. 
   Additionally, he  mentioned that the story 
behind the recently-released movie “Hidden 
Figures” is a good example of the types of 
things they would learn about. 
   Born in 1944, Dr. Brigety grew up in 
Daytona Beach in the midst of the Jim Crow 
Segregation laws. 
   “It was very obvious that we were not totally 
accepted,” Brigety said, referring to an 
incident he experienced in medical school. He 
recalled one time going to do his laundry 
and the attendant said, “We don’t do colored 
shirts.” 
   Brigety then took all of the white shirts out 
of the pile and she clarified “No, we don’t do 
colored people.” Brigety said, “That was my 
welcome.”
   When asked about why high-school-aged 
people must recognize Black History Month, 
Brigety said, “For so long it [Black History] 
was not included in the history textbooks we 
were reading and what little there was did not 
paint an accurate picture. There were some 
places that you would think, if you read your 
textbook, that slavery was good.” 
   Brigety also finds significance in 
Jacksonville’s black history. “For many years 
there was no black school, I think DA was 
built for us in the late 50s and named after a 
man who had been a black activist.”
   Brigety has attended DA’s Extravaganza for 
the past three years and raves about the show 
each time. 
   “In Extravaganza I just see kids who have 
artistic talents, I cannot pick up on any 
prejudice. This comes when we know each 
other’s history and know each other better. It is 
just as valuable for you to know my history as 
it is for me to know yours.”
   Today Brigety works as a Social Security 
Medical consultant. He is married with one 
son and two grandchildren. 
   His son, Reuben Brigety II, graduated from 
Sandalwood and was appointed Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of 
African Affairs in 2014. 
   He is now the Dean of International Affairs 
at George Washington University. 
   Brigety hopes that one day things could be 
changed a little, but thinks that Black History 
Month is needed as is. 
   “For years to come we need to have a 
designated time to focus on the role blacks 
have played to help build America. Everybody 
brings something to the table. “

Jacksonville trailblazer
discusses importance

of Black History Month
The History of Us

1922
Originally named 
the South 
Jacksonville School, 
was attended mainly 
by African 
Americans.and 
educated grades 1-9. 

1945
School is renamed 
after community 
leader Douglas 
Anderson, who 
played an active role 
in acquiring free 
transportation to 
black students

1968
Douglas Anderson 
closes itself to 
become San Diego 
Campus of Florida 
Junior College. 

1985
The school was 
renamed Douglas 
Anderson School of 
the Arts, bringing 
the community a 
common 
appreciation of the 
arts. 

1955-1959
Switches from 
teaching grades 1-9 
to a high school. 
1959 is the first 
graduating class, 
their mascot was the 
Fiery Dragon. 

1971
DA reopens as 
Douglas Anderson 
Seventh Grade 
Center, a school that 
only houses students 
in the grade.

2010
“Heritage Marker” 
placed in front of 
DA, naming it as 
a Florida Heritage 
site, which gives a 
brief summary of its 
cultural history.

Students note importance of Black History Month
Ben Shafer
Social Media Editor

Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer

Keiona Wallace
Visual Editor

   February, is a time of 
celebration for the African 
American heroes and 
their heritage. DA, will be 
showcasing guest artists 
such as painter, Roosevelt 
Watson III, who will dis-
cuss his own 
experiences and forms of 
artistic expression.
   “We picked him because we 
knew he had a lot to say about 
art and it’s importance in the 
community as a local 
artist” Khan Tran, visual 3D arts 
teacher said.
   The vocal department 
previously began by putting on a 
concert this past Jan 30. Senior, 
Darien Bolden Jr, has 
participated in the performance 
each year since his freshman 
year. 
   “I feel that I am obligated to 
participate as a young black 
male. Each performance will be 
different,” Bolden said, “...it’s 
more than just a movement, it’s 
history being expressed through 
art.” 
   This is Bolden’s final year 
participating in this event, and he 
is honored to be making 
important decisions for the show 
while determined to make sure 
his final year matters. 

   Bolden feels that Black History 
Month plays a vital role at DA, 
and that it is necessary for 
students to expand their 
knowledge on Black History. 
   Each year, the audience gains 
more information about eras in 
African American history from 
each art area. So far, they’ve 
demonstrated the more 
significant topics such as slavery, 
the Harlem Renaissance, and 
other current events, while also 
covering a few lesser known 
facts from different points in 
history. 
   “It’s not just for the month, it’s 
good to be able to participate in 
the performance [and] to connect 
with the department,” Dennis 
said, “I actually got to work with 
people outside of my arts area.” 
   The connections made within 
the arts areas serve as another 
way to appreciate differences 
and learn from each other. Black 
History Month is a time of 
reflection for our campus and it’s 

diverse history, originally opened 
as an all black school. Jackie 
Cornelius, principal, supports the 
Black History Month 
performance each school year.
   “My perspective is that it 
shouldn’t be performance only. It 
should be that, and more.” 
   Cornelius hopes to provide a 
deep and meaningful source of 
information on the intercom, 
similar to the daily facts about 
historical black figures done the 
previous year. 
   Cornelius says that DA has a 
foundation of respect, and that as 
an arts school we have an 
obligation to do things 
differently. Students are creative, 
passionate, and articulate.
   The departments participating 
have come to Cornelius with 
ideas to be approved, encouraged 
and to make sure that the proper 
paperwork is done. 
   Performances celebrating black 
history were very successful last 
year, and Cornelius hopes for 
more depth and more 
departments getting involved this 
year.
  “So far, the vocal department is 
working on Negro spirituals, and 
there may be a guest artist 
coming for jazz,” said Cornelius.
   The power of Black History 
Month extends far beyond the 
performances and exhibits 
allowing people to bond in a new 
way. “In the end, it’s more than 
just a community, it becomes 
family as we’re here together.” 
said Bolden.

Vocal performance conducted by Jeff Clayton at 
The Bethel Church on Jan. 30. 

Dr. Reuben Brigety Sr. 
The  first African Ameri-
can to recieve a medical degree 
from UF
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From rich past, Douglas Anderson takes art to new heights
Performers: creating backbone

Ben Shafer
Social Media Editor

Noah 
McGahagin
Staff Writer

   Extravaganza is 
an event that offers 
the community a 
sample of what arts 
students do in their 
individual art areas 
here at DA. 
   The event takes 
place annually in the 
Moran Theater at 
the Times Union 
Center, this year on February 11th.
Students worked hard to ensure this 
year’s performance was special and 
unique. From old hands to the new faces, 
performers agonized over their choices.
   Dale Yolangco, a senior in the vocal 
department, stressed the importance of 
being professional in conduct for 
newcomers or anyone wishing to perform 
in the years to come. 
   “Never lose sight of the love you have 
for that art...[push] on,” Yolangco said. 
   Ruben Adkins, a junior in the Creative 
Writing department, was selected for this 
year’s Extravaganza for the first time. 
This year the Creative Writing 
department’s theme is a 1950s diner and 
Adkins plays the role of a greaser in the 
piece he performs.

   “It’s a lot. You get used 
to it after a while but 
it does demand a lot,” 
Adkins said. Throughout 
his time rehearsing for 
the performance, Adkins 
discovered the power of 
community. 
   Everyone has to come 
together and unify in 
order to make 
something work, Adkins 
believes. “You have 
to put all your qualms 
aside,” he said.
   To Adkins there’s no 

clear difference between 
performers that are new this 

year and those with more experience. 
   They all have to build back up 
regardless from a similar foundation, but 
experts do  typically have more 
confidence.
   In this major performance, everyone 
“has to work collectively.” Yolangco said, 
“[Their] main goal is to accomplish in 
rehearsals and being divided would
 definitely hinder us from doing our best.”
   Yolangco has performed in 
Extravaganza for the past three 
consecutive years, and reflected on his 
past experience in Extravaganza and 
leaving high school. 
   “I learned that with immense focus, the 
possibilities are endless...not just in 
performing or singing, but in life,” 
Yolangco said.

Art created for 2017 Extravaganza 
performance that was held on Feb 11.

Q&A with Loudermilk and Turbyfill
Keiona Wallace
Visual Editor

      

Q: This being your first year 
in Extravaganza, what are 
you bringing to the 
performance and how 
important is this to you?

A: I am excited for 
Extravaganza. I’m excited to 
take this time to come together 
as an entire department and 
show off what we have worked 
on. Outside the classroom, 
other than performances that 
are based on a show, we don’t 
get that chance to say look at 
what we do and how 
successful our students are. 
   We’re doing three different 
pieces for Extravaganza. The 
first is from the musical “The 
Finale”, the second is Live in 
The Living Color from “Catch 
me if You Can” the musical, 
and my seniors are doing a 
number from the musical “A 
New Brain” called Heart and 
Music.
   It’s a performance so 
anything that has my name 
attached to it is always 
extremely important because 
that’s your art, your name. 
   It’s interesting going into 
because I’ve never done it… 
I’m going into the unknown 
so I’m excited for it but I’m a 
little scared too.

Q: What was your initial 
reaction to Extravaganza?

A: It’s wonderful… I think 
it’s a great time for us to not 
only enjoy our successes that 
we’ve worked on in class, but 
to also…  to the outside 
community, and I love that it’s 
well attended and sells out 
every year. That there’s a 
chance to say, not in a 
bragging way, but we have a 
lot of talent here.

Q: How are you preparing 
for the show? And are you 
ready for the performance?

A: For us it’s a three part 
process: learning the music, 
the choreography or blocking, 
then we start the performance 
of acting wise and character 
development. 
   It’s a lot of baby steps before 
getting to the final thing. All 
of the music has been learned, 
we start staging the numbers, 
then it’s just be running and 
tweaking it until we get into 
technique. I’m ready to see it 
all come together. 
   There’s a lot of 
planning that a lot of people 
put into this without it being 
realized. It’s a growing 
process. 

   

Q: What are you bringing to 
the performance this year, 
are your students ready, how 
is your workload changed, 
are you excited?

A: It’s exciting. Extravaganza 
is the biggest performance of 
the year for DA, and you have 
to make sure your department 
is being shown in the best 
possible way. 
   Being the department chair 
for Dance, I have to make sure 
all the pieces are set and ready 
and that we’re showing a good 
variety from the Dance 
Department and what all dance 
has to offer. 
   We’re super lucky this year 
that we have a ballet piece 
going, a classical pas de deux 
that is being performed by 
Addie Higgins, a senior here, 
and Joseph Markey who was a 
Young Arts finalist winner. 
   We also have a modern 
piece, tap piece, and there is 
also a collaboration with the 
piano department. 
   We’re proud to have so many 
styles represented, and also the 
Shining Star for this year, 
Hillary Bowden, from 
company 14, will be 
performing. 
   We feel that dance has a lot 
to offer this year and you’ll get 
to see many different sides of 
what we do in our department 
and the effort put into each 
piece. 

Q: What do you plan on 
changing from last year? 
And how are you preparing 
for the show?

A: It’s different choreography 
going in. We do have a tap 
class now on campus. Last 
year we had a guest artist do 
the tap piece, but now we have 
a tap instructor at the school 
and it’s her first time setting a 
Extravaganza piece, and it was 
auditioned through the 
department, and that was 
exciting. It’s on my brain 24/7 
right now and I want it to come 
out beautifully and for dance 
to look at the top of it’s game. 
We’re working really hard to 
make sure everything is up 
to caliber. We have lots of 
rehearsals going on.

Q: What was your initial 
reaction to Extravaganza?

A: I was a student here so I 
knew it was coming down the 
pipes. 
   To be honest, it’s still just 
as nerve-wracking to me now, 
because we have other concerts 
in front of it. 

David Loudermilk, 
Musical Theater co-chair 
and instructor.

Community donors provide support to arts
Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Sierra Wise
Sr. Business Manager

   It’s widely known that Extravaganza 
takes hard work and dedication from both 
students and instructors, but the monetary 
help from gracious Jacksonville residents 
has enabled Extravaganza to become as 
popular and professional as it is today. 
   Extravaganza consists of 
many aspects that go 
unthought of, ones that 
exist behind the scenes. 
According to DA 
Principal, Jackie 
Cornelius, services and 
products likes buses, 
microphones, and repairs 
need to be paid for, and the 
union workers, officers, 
lighting crew, and many 
more must be compensated 
for their work as well. 
   Today, Gary McCalla is 
one of the main financiers 
of DA and the Director of 
the Douglas 
Anderson Foundation. In 
2002, friends of 
McCalla invited him and 
his wife Dianne to “...a 
high school talent show.” 
After witnessing 
Extravaganza for the first 
time, they were shocked 
by the talent and 
professionalism. 
   “We wanted to be part of the DA family 
of supporters,” McCalla said, “to help in 
any way we could to see DA continue to 
expose as many young talented students 
to the art world.” 
  The McCallas have been involved with 
many art-related venues, such as the Art 
Museums in Memphis, and are active 
board members at MOCA. 
   Additionally, the jazz building is 
dedicated in their name, as it is one of Mr. 
McCalla’s favorites. 

   “My wife passed away three years ago  
and one of her wishes was to continue 
the support of DA...and I will,” McCalla 
said. He is currently retired from the 
Architectural and Interior Design field. 
    Delores Barr Weaver, philanthropist, is 
another main supporter of Extravaganza. 
Weaver created a $4 million nonprofit 
fund for “annual premier fundraising 
events that are critical to their work...,” 
according to The Florida Times Union. 

   The fund provides 20 
local organizations with 
a $10,000 grant annually. 
Weaver hopes to help 
support each 
organization’s fundraising 
events and when deciding 
upon which organizations 
to support, “it was very 
difficult for me to 
narrow the list of 
deserving organizations 
who work so hard to raise 
money…” Weaver said. 
   “Between the couple 
acquiring the Jaguars in 
the early 1990s and selling 
the team in late 2011, the 
Weaver Family 
Foundation and Jaguars 
Foundation donated an 
estimated $150 million to 
community organizations. 
   “In 2012, the Weavers 

converted the assets of their 
family foundation into a fund 
at The Community 

Foundation, via a $23.7 million 
donation,” according to The Florida 
Times Union. They are also the largest 
charity in Florida, with $300 million in 
assets according to The Florida Times 
Union. 
   With the ongoing support of these 
donors, Extravaganza continues. 
   “Being around the students at various 
events not only shows the talent they 
have,” McCalla said, “but the confidence 
and self esteem that [their] educators 
have also taught them.” 

Dekores Barr Weaver 
Extravaganza supporter.

Gary McCalla, Extravaganza 
supoorter and Director of the 
Douglas Anderson Foundation.

Jennifer Turbyfill, Chair 
of dance deparment and 
instructor.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS 

SPRING BREAK ..................March 20-24

DA EVENTS
President’s Day ............................... Feb 20
Band Senior Recital .........................Feb 23
The Great Guitar Gathering .......... March 4
Freshmen Dance Solos .................. March 9
Spring Vocal ................................ March 12
Piano Recital ................................March 12

THE LANDING
Mutt March ................................... March 4

TIMES-UNION  MORAN THEATRE
Turandot Opera ................................ Feb 21
Second City’s Guide to Symphony....Feb 24
Second City’s Guide to Symphony....Feb 25
The Little Mermaid ................ March 21-23

art by ZARRA MARLOWE

The faces behind the figures

Keiona Wallace
Visual Editor

   “Hidden Figures” is based on the true story 
of three empowering African American women 
named Katherine Johnson, Mary Jackson, and 
Dorothy Vaughan, that worked for NASA’s space 
center in the 1960’s during segregation and Jim 
Crow laws. 
   At the time, John Glenn was being launched 
into space, and the story depicts who was really 
behind the scenes, working to make his mission a 
success. 
   In the film, Taraji P. Henson plays one of the 
leading roles as Katherine Johnson. The movie 
starts with her at a young age, being 
mathematically gifted and advancing towards a 
higher education. Johnson later ends up 
being one of what NASA called “computers,” 
who were assigned to work with numbers and 
calculations. 
   She is the only African American 
mathematician and woman in the room, working 
with all white men. 
   Throughout the movie the women face 
sexism and racial discriminations of the time 
period not only at work, but through the society 
around them as well. 
   The director of the film, Theodore Melfi, 
captured the story of these women and their 
leading roles. Mary Jackson, who is played 
by singer Janelle Monáe, was the first African 
American Engineer, and Dorothy Vaughan, who 
is played by actress Octavia Spencer was the first 
African American Supervisor for NASA. 
   The women are separately faced with their own 
problems and people that they overcome with 
their intellect.
   The music in the movie is composed by 
Pharrell Williams, Benjamin Wallfisch, and Hans 
Zimmer. The songs on the soundtrack reflect the 
time period with the lyrics and capture the 
problems going on in the movie, sending 
empowering messages to the audience and 
listeners. The music is a mix of modern gospel 
and upbeat tunes. 
   Overall, this movie shows that getting to your 
goals will be hard and there will be obstacles, 
you just have to surpass them and look ahead. 
   “Hidden Figures” was released Jan. 6th in 
Florida and is available in theatres.

The fools who dream
Ben Shafer
Social Media Editor

   “Here’s to the fools who dream,” Emma 
Stone said herself in her first musical role in 
film. 
   “La La Land” illustrates a story of love and 
chasing dreams, and how those things 
intertwine, often getting in the way of one 
another. Some of the most beautiful things 
must be sacrificed, but never give up on a 
dream, as the overarching message of the story 
states. 
   The film opens with “Another Day of Sun,” 
illustrating perseverance following previous 
defeat, while foreshadowing the stories of the 
protagonists. 
  Mia, played by Emma Stone, auditions for a 
movie, giving a beautiful performance, only to 
be ignored and dismissed. Sebastian, played 
by Ryan Gosling, is fired for not following 
instructions working as a piano player at a 
restaurant. 
   The two unite after a party where they sing 
about their lack of chemistry in “A Lovely 
Night,” falling in love in the process. 
   Finally both have the motivation to set out 
for their dreams, making dire choices that 
begin to get in the way of their love. The 
whimsical style of the musical has an abrupt 
shift as reality begins to ruin their fantasy. 
  The pieces come back together when Stone 
delivers an emotional performance in 
“Audition (the Fools Who Dream),” with a 
heart-breaking yet touching story of conquest 
despite defeat over the circumstances of 
dreaming. 
   After all, tribulations neither characters have 
the heart to give up. Five years later, both have 
achieved their dream separately in an 
interesting take on happily ever after.  
  A wide variety of color is displayed through 
stunning musical numbers and literally out of 
this world dance sequences. 
   Both actors step into a new territory neither 
are used to, both receiving Golden Globe 
awards for their work. The viewer is left 
satisfied, remorseful, triumphant, reflective, 
and inspired, in every sense of the word.  
   Just as Mia concludes the story of her aunt, 
“Smiling through it, she said she’d do it 
again…”

Recent Arts Scholarships 

Against the Grain Artistic Scholarship....5/31
This scholarship provides financial assistance and 

promotion of Asian-American college students pursuing a 

major in performing, visual arts, journalism and/or mass 

communications. http://www.againstthegrainproductions.

com/atg-artistic-scholarship/

Worldstudio AGA Scholarships................ 5/1
The application for the 2017-2018 school year will be 

available through Worldstudio AGA’s online 

application system starting Feb. 20th. This scholarship 

benefit students who are studying art and design in U.S. 

colleges. Each award is paid directly to the recipient’s 

school and applied toward tuition. http://www.aiga.org/

worldstudio-scholarship/

41st Annual Glenn Miller Scholarship.......5/1
Clarinda’s Glenn Miller Birthplace Society is offering 

scholarships of $3,000, $2,000 & $1,000 to 

instrumentalists. The vocal scholarships ranges from 

$1,000-$3,000. These scholarships may be used for any 

education-related expense. 

http://glennmiller.org/scholarship/scholarship-information/

AWMF & Ford Emerging Voices 
Scholarship.............................Opens in Spring
Two female winners will receive $2,000. This scholar-

ship is based on an essay written on a suggested topic. 

The winning applicants will get the opportunity to write 

four blog posts for AWM. Those pursuing a media career 

such as cable, television, radio, digital media, publishing, 

journalism, advertising, production, creative design, or 

others are encouraged to apply. http://allwomeninmedia.

org/foundation/scholarships/
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Q&A with Austin Abistado, YoungArts merit winner
Sierra Wise
Sr. Business Manager

   Austin Abistado is a senior in the 
visual arts department. This year he 
was awarded an Honorable Mention 
by the YoungArts Foundation. 

Q: It’s clear that you’re very 
dedicated to your art form. Can 
you talk a little about what it 
means to you?
A: Art has been something that I’ve 
always been driven to create. My 
mind is constantly thinking about 
what to do next. I’ve discovered it 
as a means of relieving tension or 
working through an issue. 
   I make art for myself and try to 
make it for the benefit of others. I’ve 
taken four years of art history and 
discovered the ways in which art can 
influence people, and the ability to 
make a difference through the power 
of an image is an offer I would be 
stupid to refuse.

Q: How would you describe your 
work? What subjects or themes 
are important to you?
A: Currently I work in two 
dimensions, specifically with paints 
and a few drawing materials. 
   In the near future I hope to move 

into time-based 
works such as art 
film or 
performance so that 
I can further 
connect to an 
audience. With the 
temporary 
restrictions here, I 
have moved past 
concern for 
technicality and 
onto how I can 
manipulate 2D 
mediums while I 
am forced to work 
with them. I focus 
my attention 
towards political 
subjects in some 
instances, sometimes in which I am 
strongly opinionated, but I have 
recently moved into social 
commentary on [our] use of 
technology and its effects, negative 
or positive, on my generation. 
Recently there has been concern of 
the inability of two people to 
connect despite that being social 
media’s purpose. 
   Technology is a new thing that I 
think a lot of people are trying to 
figure out and I feel an obligation to 
document and include it in my work.

Q: How has 
your work 
evolved over 
the years? 
A: When I 
came to DA, I 
had no plans of 
pursuing a 
career in art, I 
came 
because all of 
my friends did.
   After having 
Mrs. Hogue 
my sophomore 
year and taking 
World Art 

History studying 
primarily eastern 

art, I had a revelation and a drive 
to create. Mrs. Hogue is a deeply 
inspired person and has 
influenced all of us, making us think 
of a thousand different ways to 
approach a canvas.  
   And the spirituality in art of 
eastern Asia was eye-opening 
compared to the rigidity of western 
art and its lack of emotion until 
rather recently. I have used the 
history of art to accelerate my 
thought process and use past ideas as 
a stepping stool to my own place in 

art, and it feels good.

Q: How long has it been since a 
visual artist has been recognized 
by YoungArts, and what does that 
kind of validation feel like?
A: Supposedly it has been seven 
years since a DA visual artist has 
been recognized by YoungArts. It 
was a really weird feeling to begin 
with, and still is. Since my arrival 
at DA I’ve seen some people who 
have had amazing work and gotten 
into the best schools, and here I am, 
winning an award to something they 
all applied to. 
   I can’t say I like it, I feel a little 
undeserving and feel that others 
should have been recognized in 
place of, if not alongside, me. I do 
validate it to myself because I know 
I have worked incredibly hard to be 
where I am today, and to be awarded 
by YoungArts gives me hope for the 
future.

Q: Does your future include art? If 
not, what are your plans?
A: My plans in art are to pursue a 
college career at Cooper Union or 
another top school and then move 
into the world of fine art. I don’t 
really know what will happen then, I 
don’t think anybody is supposed to. 

Austin paints “Deconstructed Self,” a 
piece included in his YoungArts portfolio

Douglas Anderson’s Got Talent
Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-in-Chief

   On Jan. 7, 2017, America’s Got 
Talent (AGT) called for the talent 
of Jacksonville. These auditions 
were held at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center. 
   Students hoped that their talent 
would grab the attention of the 
judges. Students such as Lexi 
Watts, Angeliz Rodriguez, and 
Madison Calderwood auditioned.
   Lexi Watts, 
performance 
theatre, dreamed 
of becoming a 
singer. 
   “My voice has 
really progressed 
this year and 
I think it’s my 
time to give it a 
shot,” said Watts. 
Through her four 
years at DA, 
Watts had vocal 
classes every 
other day, 
“Without that 
practice, I 
wouldn’t have 
the experience I 
needed to 
audition.” 
   Watts arrived at the audition at 
7:30 a.m. and didn’t leave until 
12:00 p.m. The first round of 
auditions were in front of 
producers. If the producers like 
the performer, then the next 
audition is in front of the judges.
   “I learned that no matter how 
good you think you are, there’s 
always someone better than you,” 
said Watts.
   Angeliz Rodriguez, vocal, 
hoped to achieve her dream.
   Rodriguez has always wished 
to become a more outgoing and 
confident person. 
   “I decided to audition because I 
had passed up so many 
opportunities to get myself  
noticed out there,” said 

Rodriguez. “I thought that maybe 
this could be my chance to make 
it big.” 
   Rodriguez realized how 
different the process was from 
T.V. Many watching at home 
only see the crowds, but don’t 
realize how far each person 
auditioning goes. 
   One of the biggest things she 
left the audition with is to, “...  
trust myself and my abilities and 

not worry about what 
others will think.” 
   Madison 
Calderwood, dance, 
wanted to tell a story. 
   Calderwood wanted 
to audition “...for the 
experience and the 
practice for when I 
audition for 
professional 
companies in the 
future.” 
   Calderwood has 
always wanted to 
audition for AGT or 
So You Think You 
Can Dance for years. 
Calderwood is very 

close to her talent and 
has wanted to reach out 

to many through her artform. 
   “My arts area at DA helped 
because it made me a better 
technical dancer,” Calderwood 
said, “and boosted my confidence 
to actually be able to audition.” 
   Calderwood described the 
experience as “wonderful,” 
despite how long the day was, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. and 
departing after 5 p.m. 
   Calderwood feels auditioning 
was worthwhile whether or not 
she makes it on because “there 
is a possibility that somebody 
noticed [her]...” 
   AGT 12th season airs in the 
Spring. 
   On the behalf of The Artisan 
staff we wish our talented 
students that are involved the 
best of luck. 

Originality pays dividends
Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer

     Scholastic is an organization 
founded in 1923 by Maurice R. 
Robinson to give artists some of the 
recognition given to athletes. The 
awards are presented by a nonprofit, 
the Alliance for Young Artists & 
Writers. They have identified talent 
such as, Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath, 
and Richard Avedon. 
   At Douglas Anderson, students in the 
Creative Writing and Visual Arts 
departments compete.
   Aracely Medina is a Douglas 
Anderson class of 2016 graduate who 
won a gold medal her senior year. In 
June she took a trip to New York for a 
ceremony celebrating national 
winners. 
   Medina received her award, a gold 
medal, in poetry. Her poem, 
“Spanish (what my Father taught me 
about loving)” explores how a father’s 
love towards his daughter carries over 
into her love for her husband. 
   “How you love others is based on 
how you were loved,” Medina said. 
But within the poem are layers of 
Hispanic culture and gender. “All of 
my poems speak to being a woman. 
I realized I am a confessional poet; 
something happens in my life and I 
explore it.”
   Medina says that the teachers in 
creative writing take submitting to 

Scholastic very seriously. Teacher 
know the students have talent, and are 
capable. 
   For young writers, submitting work 
to contests and publications can be 
intimidating, but for Medina it’s all 
about balance. She says that writers 
should pick the piece that moves them 
and best showcases their skills. 
   “No one else can choose it for you; 
you have to figure it out for yourself,” 
Medina said.
   Visual arts senior Erol Pierce has 
been recognized in Scholastic for the 
first time this year. Pierce submitted an 
eight piece art portfolio and won a gold 
key for portfolio, another gold key, and 
two honorable mentions. 
   To create his portfolio, Pierce used 
his concentration, which is a style 
prevalent throughout his pieces, to 
challenge viewers of his work. This 
particular concentration is about 
leaving portions of portraits absent or 
placing a hyper focus on a particular 
area. Hillary Hogue, Visual Arts 
department chair says that she creates 
lessons to encourage innovation in 
ideas and process.
  “Scholastic is looking for original 
ideas and creative thinking in the 
students’ work, so they pick the work 
that relates the most to their identity as 
a young artist.”
  Hogue hopes to push shy and modest 
students to develop the skills they need 
in the real world

DA Student, Angeliz 
Rodriguez waiting with 
her audition ticket.
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     Editorial      
opinion

Freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press are key 
components of the democracy in 
which we live.

We, the student press of The 
Artisan, take seriously our 
responsibility for such freedoms 
and have adopted the following 
as our mission:

1) To publish news, entertain-
ment, opinion, and feature ar-
ticles for and about members of 
the student body, the faculty, and 
administration, as well as school 
activities, policies, and interests.

2)  To provide an open forum for 
student expression. 

3) To present locally researched 
coverage of broader student 
interest issues.

4) To strive for content that 
meets high standards of profi-
ciency regarding grammar, spell-
ing, accuracy, and clarity.

5) To maintain high ethical 
standards regarding accuracy, 
fairness, responsibility, and per-
sonal/legal rights. 

Mission
 Statement            

Questions, comments, kudos or 
complaints about your campus 

and community? 

Contact us at The Artisan by 
emailing us at 

theartisan.staff@gmail.com
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Rise in diversity not enough to curb hate crimes
   Since 2008, diversity in political 
leaders has increased tremendously. 
America has seen Barack Obama, 
the first President of color, placing 
women and minorities in 53.5 percent 
of important political leadership 
positions. 
   While diversity in political 
leadership rises, it isn’t enough to 
enact concrete societal change, even 
the government becomes more 
diverse, hate crimes strengthen. 
   A hate crime is defined as a 
prejudice-motivated crime, which 
occurs when a perpetrator targets a 
victim because of their membership in 
a certain social group, racial, sexual, 
or other prejudice, typically one 
involving violence. 
   In 1968, the federal government 
passed the Civil Rights Act, defining 
hate crimes as actual crimes. Before 
then any protection from hate crimes 
would come only from local law 
enforcements. 
   Low-level hate crimes, such as 
harassment, have long been 
common in the United States. There 
are both hate incidents and hate 
crimes. A hate incident is a form of 
harassment through words and a hate 
crime is an act of violence through 
actions. 
   In 1993, Supreme Court ruled 
unanimously that states may impose 
harsher sentences on criminals that 
commit crimes due to another’s race, 

religion, gender, or sexual orientation.
    In the wake of the 2016 election, 
hate crimes have increased 
significantly. Southern Poverty Law 
Center counted 867 hateful 
harassments in just ten days 
following the election. 
   Along with the large number of 
offences, specific races and 
sexualities have been targeted and 
many felt unsafe. There have been 
Swastikas and “go Trump” spray 
painted on cars and park playgrounds. 
President Donald Trump signed a 
bill on Jan. 21 to ban seven Muslim 
majority countries. 
   Hate crime attacks against Muslims 
have soared 67 percent, according to 
the FBI, with more hate crimes 
reported than the 9/11 era. Many 
universities across the nation have 
reported hate incidents on campus, 
where a student will rip off another’s 
hijab. In America, 892 active hate 
groups have been reported.
   Schools have seen a rise in hate 
crimes as well. Studies have found 
that 33 percent of all hate crimes are 
committed by people under the age of 
18, and 22 percent of the 1,567 hate 
incidences and hate crimes reported 
this year were during school. 
   After the election, 183 of these hate 
crimes happened in schools; 102 of 
those happened in Florida. 
   In November of 2016, the day after 
the election, a group of students at 

First Coast High School taped signs 
on the water fountains, one saying 
‘whites’ and the other reading ‘color.’
   Some are calling this the new face 
of hate. In light of the recent 
election, violence in the country has 
become a large concern for many 
Americans. 
   Schools’ have begun to censor 
students’ words about political views 
and told administrations not to talk 
about any incidents. 
   According to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, Teacher Tolerance, nine 
out of ten educators said that the 
election has had a negative effect on 
students’ behavior and mood. 
   Among those teachers, 40 percent 
have overheard derogatory language 
to students of different race, gender, 
and sexual orientation. 
   Since the election, 2,500 incidents 
of bigotry have been reported. The 
Law Center has also reported the level 
of bullying has increased in schools as 
well. Students in different schools all 
over the nation have 
created walls in front of classroom 
doors and refuse to allow Hispanic 
students in, yelling ‘Trump’ in the 
students’ faces. 
   It’s time we as students all voiced 
our concerns for unacceptable 
behavior.
  The transformation of our 
communities doesn’t begin from the 
top, but the bottom.

Letters to the Editor: Students weigh in on gun violence
   With the recent shootings in 
Downtown in mind, The Artisan 
interviewed students from Thurs-
day, Jan. 26 to Jan. 30, about their 
thoughts on the following question:
   When considering the ongoing gun 
violence, like Downtown and the Fort 
Lauderdale airport shooting, how 
do you think this problem should be 
solved?

   “I believe that guns should be much 
harder to acquire... I really hope that 
some person working for government, 
Democrat or Republican, will find a 
way to make firearms harder to 
acquire by those with malicious 
intent.” 

   -Jonathan Dioneda, senior.
   
   “I think that there should be 
extensive training for months and that 
each gun owner should be mentally 
checked to see if they are mentally 
stable or not.” 
   -Sneha Moorthy, junior.

   “Education has been linked to 
decreasing violence. Perhaps if our 
regions were more educated in things 
like art, math, and history, the people 
wouldn’t feel so inclined to 
compensate with guns, drugs, and 
other activities that can further 
destruct a community.” 
   -Amy Duncan, senior. 

   “If people are educated more or had 
the right help, bad things could never 
happen to anyone.” 
   -LaJoyce McGrew, sophomore.

   “...In 7th grade, we lost a friend due 
to gun violence. The fact that [Trump] 
is encouraging gun use is disastrous, 
and he even said he plans to allow 
guns in schools which could lead to 
another Sandy Hook...” 
   -Tyler Fine, junior. 

   For more student responses, 
including what President Trump 
should address, visit da-artisan.org

Andrea Nicole 
Torres
Co-Editor-in-Chief

    I have grown 
used to the 
memes, the 
Twitter posts, the 
television shows, 

all these platforms that mock and 
devalue the importance and severity 
of mental illness in the Latino 
community. 
   Things like “Solo son los nervios” 
(It’s just the nerves) or references like 
crazy aunt or uncle appear as a joke 
to others and to most of the Latino 
community itself, but mental illness 
in the Latino community rarely gets 
the importance it deserves. 
   In both Latino entertainment and 
real lives, I have always seen 

references to mental illnesses as 
nervios (nerves) or “in your head.” 
This stigma around mental health in 
this community negatively affects 
Latinos of all ages. 
  According to an article on CNN 
about this topic, a 2001 Surgeon 
General’s report found that only 20 
percent of Latinos go to a health care 
provider for help, and only 10 percent 
actually go to a mental health 
specialist. As a Latina, these numbers 
are not surprising. 
   As far back as I can remember, I 
was always used to hearing the phrase 
“it’s in your head” and always found 
myself repeating it to myself, a 
constant inner bickering of, “Go get 
help” and “You’re just loca.”
  That’s where we, as a community, 
go wrong. These phrases and terms, 
such as locos (crazies) set a domino 

effect throughout generations. 
    Part of the reason as to why mental 
health is not taken as seriously is 
because of the “embarrassment” that 
most feel when it comes to this. 
  According to the same article from 
CNN, “‘[Latinos] don’t want to be 
labeled, and they don’t want to be 
labeled as the family with a relative 
who’s crazy.’ These beliefs represent 
a serious public-health concern, 
considering that the 49 million 
Latinos in the U.S. constitute the 
country’s largest and fastest-growing 
minority group.” 
   Mental illness is not a matter of 
nerves, and we must work 
together to recognize this. This stigma 
of mental illness bringing shame to 
a person in the Latino community 
has to stop immediately; we must all 
work together to break this taboo. 

Opinion: Challenging taboos of mental illness in Latino community
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The problem with family and political correctness
Noah 
McGahagin
Staff Writer

   We made it all 
the way to the 
end of the main 
course without 
a hitch. It was 

then, when everyone was drowsy, 
that my grandfather’s sister spoke 
up, “So who voted for Trump?” 
   A chorus of agreement followed; 
I placed my hands in a steeple, 
looking to my silent parents. As the 
table was cleared, my great aunt said 
President Obama has been a poor 
president and that he is racist. 
   In her eyes the black men who 
have been shot by the police are 
deserving. A certain bag of Skittles, 
for example, was most likely laced 
with drugs.
   She sat in her black skirt, legs 
crossed while my grandmother, aunt, 
and uncle bustled in the kitchen. 
My grandfather with his classic car 
T-shirt was watching his sister with 
rapt attention. 
   “Obama said that if he were to 
have a son, he’d want him to be like 

one of those guys. I read it online,” 
she said.
   The funny thing is, I’d known my 
great aunt for holiday parties and 
laughter. She was a sweet woman 
who loved to host the family. 
   When my great-aunt brought up 
politics at Thanksgiving, I pushed 
my chair out and sat in the living 
room with my grandfather’s black 
and white westerns. Some action 
movie was always on in the 
background at my grandparent’s 
house. 
   Today it was the cowboys and 
Indians, Americans and Mexicans.
   “She was quiet while she was 
married to Dale. I thought she was 
liberal with a few conservative 
views,” my father would say of my 
great aunt. 
   Being 17, I told myself I wanted 
to start paying more attention to 
politics. At the time Donald Trump 
was a name my father rolled his eyes 
at and late night comics 
lampooned. 
   I laughed with them. I stood 
around the TV with my parents 
in the darkened living room as 
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton 

traded blows with Trump. 
   He would sniff as a coke addict 
might, prowl behind Clinton, and 
make grand promises like 
bringing jobs back to poor workers. 
   My father, still sweaty and grimy 
from his night at UPS, told me that 
Trump wasn’t saying anything. 
His strength seemed to come from 
division, anger, fear, and the cries 
of“lock her up!” All I saw was a 
swarm of red hats, belligerent and 
buzzing.
  I knew through social media that 
my mother’s family supported 
Trump. It was clearest when my 
aunt commented on a post I made on 
Facebook about how dismaying his 
rhetoric and lack of empathy was. 
   She told me that the decision was 
firmly in God’s hands who won and 
who lost. 
   I couldn’t wrap my mind around 
the fact that people I love were 
voting for a man who spoke, yet said 
nothing at all. 
   It just so happened that 
Thanksgiving was mere weeks after 
Trump became president elect and 
the election actually wasn’t on my 
mind. I had no reaction.

   The day the results came out my 
mother found I’d posted that I hated 
my country, and demanded that I 
take it down. She stood over me and 
asked repeatedly why I would say 
such a thing. 
   “Your aunt and grandmother 
probably voted for Trump and 
they’ll see this. Do you want them to 
think you hate them too?” 
   She doesn’t yell often, and her 
voice cut me to ribbons. My hateful 
speech made me no better than 
anybody else, she said. 
   It was clear just how different my 
own family unit was from my mom’s 
family at large. 
   At the time it was a horrible 
feeling, but my disdain for Trump 
remains as news about his cabinet 
picks is made public. 
   This cabinet is one of the 
wealthiest in recent memory. Have 
we really drained the swamp? 
   Or have we merely allowed it to 
flood and smother its current 
boundaries? 
   But I realize that “I’ve never had 
the ability to hate my country before, 
but now I’ve found it in spades” is 
an opinion best left unsaid.

Jayleen Cerda
Sr. Managing Editor 

   If my 
grandfather 
hadn’t sacrificed 
every day with 
the sun 

beating on his burnt back and searing 
sweat from working on railroads 
until night in America, he would’ve 
never earned enough money to move 
my family to Chicago. 
   After living in Michoacán, Mexico 
his entire life, he realized the better 
life his family of ten would have in 
the U.S. 
  Although I never met my 
grandfather, I can tell by the way 
my father’s eyes shine when he talks 
about him that he sacrificed 
everything for the idea of America. 
   Now, my father has retired from 
the U.S. Navy as Senior Chief—his 
accomplishments wouldn’t come as 
close if he didn’t move.
   Immigrants have shaped our 

country into what it is today. 
Americans forget 
our country’s 
prosperity since 
we’ve become 
used to the 
benefits we 
receive as 
citizens. 
   Our free market 
economy allows 
immigrants to 
start 
businesses 
easily, thus 
creating jobs for 
American 
workers—
immigrants are 
30 percent more 
likely to start a 
business in the U.S. than 
non-immigrants, according to the 
Small Business Administration.
   Yet as a first generation American, 
it pains me to see how immigrants 

are treated as second-class citizens. 
   Immigration myths 
create an unstable 
environment for future 
immigrants. 
   Many baseless myths 
derive from personal 
bad experience and 
fear, then get 
categorized as truth.
   For example, 
‘illegal immigration 
has become 
increasingly popular’ 
is wrong because it’s 
been consistent for the 
past five years. 
Undocumented 
immigrants are only 
3.5 percent of the U.S. 
(study from 2009-

2014), according to the Pew 
Research Center. 
   Or how nothing is being done 
about illegal immigration, but the 
Obama Administration has deported 

2.5 million people (2009-2015)—
more than the sum of all 20th 
century presidents, according to 
ABC News.
   Then the misconception 
undocumented immigrants ‘drain the 
system.’ 
   But they’ve paid about 10.6 billion 
dollars in taxes, over 100 billion 
dollars contributed to Social Security 
in 2010—yet don’t receive any of the 
benefits, according to CNN. 
   They also don’t qualify for food 
stamps, Medicaid, or Welfare since 
most programs require proof of legal 
immigration status. 
   Even legal immigrants cannot 
receive Welfare until they’ve been in 
the U.S. for more than five years.
  It’s time to stop treating legal 
immigrants like second class 
citizens. 
   Immigrants need our trust.
   It’s time to provide others with 
real facts instead of standing behind 
shadows and not saying anything.

“...as a first 
generation 

American, it 
pains me to see 
how immigrants 

are treated as 
second class 

citizens.”

On the backs of immigrants, America is great

Visit 

da-artisan.org

for coverage of local 
news and DA events.



J E N N I F E R  V A N N O U S O N E   
(1 1 T H)

 
  Jennifer Vannousone, a junior, plays violin 
in orchestra. 
   Her art is important to her because it 
allows her to further her skills and adapt to 
playing with a large group. 
   “I’ve made many friends since I started 
playing in a group at LaVilla,” Vannousone 
said. For her, being an artist has made her 
appreciate making music and how much 
work goes into the process. 
   Vannousone is inspired by her friend AJ, 
a fellow violinist in the junior class. He 
inspires her to become a better violinist and 
performer.
   ”[It is] his proficiency and his ability to 
focus on the music he’s playing,” 
Vannousone said.

G A B E  W I S E  (1 2 T H)
   
   Gabe Wise is a senior in the Cinematic Arts 
department. 
   For him film is important because of its 
interdisciplinary needs. 
   “While it is great to work with such 
talented and specialized individuals, it is also 
a convergence of logistical, and artistic 
challenges,” Wise said.
    As an artist, Wise appreciates the 
diversity that is present. There is something 
for everyone, and artists are able to address 
their work with absurdity. One of the first 
artists Wise ever met was Henri Matisse, 
who inspired him through perseverance. 
   He looks at Matisse’s work as being subtle, 
beautiful, and optimistic to him. Wise quotes 
Matisse in saying, “there are always flowers 
for those who want to see them.” 

 E R O L  P I E R C E  (1 2 T H)

  “[The Douglas Anderson Visual Art Depart-
ment] makes me feel like I have a family,” 
Erol Pierce, senior, visual artist, said, “It’s 
my home.”
   Pierce cites his father as the main 
inspiration in his art, contributing to his 
understanding of how art is valued. He 
stands beside him as “one who understands 
art” despite how his style may contrast his 
father’s opinions.
   “Color washes out the truth,” Pierce 
describes as his reasoning behind preferring 
working in black and white only, focusing on 
value. 
  The world is always changing, he said it 
is his duty to portray the world at all times 
as, “...history portrays art, and art portrays 
history.” 

H E A T H   H U R S T   (1 2 T H)

   Heath Hurst, technical theatre major, has 
grown to appreciate the perspectives that 
technical theatre has given to him in his four 
years. 
   “Tech has changed my view on the world 
by showing me that you don’t always get 
what you want, and physics cannot be 
overruled, no matter how much the director 
wants physics to be nonexistent,” said Hurst. 
   He’s also been inspired by an elderly man 
named Charlie, the oldest member of
Jacksonville’s International Alliance of
 Theatrical Stage Employees. He admires 
Charlie’s ability to be professional and lively. 
   “Someday I wish I could be in his 
position, to be where I am doing what I love, 
said Hurst.

J E S S I C A    C H A L K   (1 2 T H)

   Prior to starting to play the guitar, Jessica 
Chalk “knew nothing about music.”
   Now as her time at DA comes to a close, 
she’s realized that it’s “more than notes and 
rhythm. It’s expression, it’s passion, and it’s 
drive.”  
   Chalk values how small the guitar 
community is and how this allows a level of 
professional guidance most musicians don’t 
get to experience. The most inspirational 
experience was Ana Vidovic, one of the few 
females in the guitar world. 
   Despite having recently experienced a 
family tragedy, “She was able to perform 
in front of a crowded audience with grace 
and compassion, and that is something I will 
always look up to.”

Z A R R A  M A R L O W E  (1 2  T H)

   Zarra Marlowe is the Managing Editor of 
the Elan staff in the Creative Writing 
department.   
  Marlowe believes she has learned a lot 
throughout her experience at DA, and she 
believes creative writing is the basis of all 
other art areas. 
  Of the writers that have influenced 
Marlowe’s work, she cites Phil Klay, 
Roxanne Gay, Yehuda Amichai, and Lorrie 
Moore.
  “[Writing] has made me more aware of 
nuances and subtleties and shades of grey 
surrounding everyone,” Marlow said.
   Outside DA, Marlowe plays volleyball. 
“It is everything that writing isn’t,” she said. 
“Writing is solitary, physically not 
demanding, and requires less strategy and 
more emotional honesty. The two are good 
compliments.” 
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