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Jackie Cornelius earns her retirement through dedication
Davie Hardesty
Staff Writer
 
Savannah Mcleod
Co-Business Manager
 
   Growing up as a ‘navy 
brat’, Jackie Cornelius 
thrived in high school. She 
was both the star of the track 
team, setting records for 
the high jump, and a Paxon 
cheerleader. 
   Her love for the arts came 
through as she practiced 
acting at Chipola Junior 
College.
  Cornelius went on to attend 
the University of Florida 
with dreams of becoming a 
broadcast journalist or a jet 
pilot. 
   When these dreams didn’t work 
out, she made the decision to 
become a teacher. Majoring in 
English, she took her first teaching 
job at Forrest High School and later 
became a dean, her first high profile 
job.
  When Douglas Anderson opened 
up the position of arts director, she 
went out and followed her intense 
arts passion. 
   She followed previous principal 
Jane Condon’s footsteps all the way 
to principal in 1996. Her passionate 
personality and love for the arts 
made DA the perfect fit.
  Charles Raeford, dean, recalls a 
time Cornelius walked out before 

graduation, without cues.
  “I was supposed to tell Mrs. 
Cornelius when to walk out for 
graduation. She asked me if it was 
time to walk out, and I said no, then 
she asked me again, ‘Is it time yet?’ 
I told her I was waiting on the cue. 
She said, ‘Oh forget it, I’m going.’” 
Raeford said, “And takes off to her 
seat without the cue. Dr. Vitti, the 
regional superintendent attended 
the event. Mrs. Hammer looked at 
me and said, ‘Well, she can do that, 
she’s the principal.”
  Raeford said he will miss her 
passionate personality and intense 
love for DA when she is gone.   
   He reflects on how Cornelius was 
always very dedicated to enhancing 

the art programs in whatever 
possible. 
   Despite her busy schedule, 
Cornelius constantly makes plans 
and experiences new things.
  “I love to travel,” Cornelius 
said. Traveling supports one of 
her personally held truths: “it’s 
important to embrace differences.”
  When she worked with students 
studying abroad in London, she 
would often hear them say, ‘Oh 
look, they’re driving on the wrong 
side of the road.’
  “What side of the road?” Cornelius 
would ask. She’d then wait for them 
to realize that it wasn’t the ‘wrong’ 
side, but rather a ‘different’ side.
   “You always want to be exposed 

to differences, so that 
you can learn, respect, 
and grow—and that’s 
what I love about art.” 

   Mark O’Connor, music 
history teacher, has 
known Cornelius since 
she first came to DA. 

   As soon as she began 
to work as the arts 
director, O’Connor 
started to notice 
changes within the 
school.

  “I don’t like change 
at all, but I 
felt that it was 
time. She has earned 
her retirement, that’s 
for sure,” O’Connor 
said. He credits DA’s 

national recognition 
to Cornelius, because she has 
worked hard to expand all of the 
arts programs at DA, including her 
support when it came to the addition 
of the cinematic arts and creative 
writing programs.
   Even in her final stretch of time as 
principal, Cornelius is still working 
hard to better DA.
   “I don’t define brightness by an 
SAT exam that’s mainly reading, 
writing, and math because, to me, 
giftedness crosses many realms,” 
Cornelius said. 
       

          Jump to page 2

Jackie Cornelius recieving a metal art piece created by Kue King, a former student, at her retirement party.
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New standardized testing bill proposed for state of Florida
Jayleen Cerda
Sr. Managing Editor 

   A typical student takes 112 
mandated standardized tests between 
pre-kindergarten and 12th grade, 
according to a Council of the Great 
City Schools 2015 study. 
   Often by the end of the year, 
teachers have finished giving their 
final exams to students and nearly 
all standardized tests have been 
completed. 
  Senate Bill 926/House Bill 773, 
proposed to the Florida Legislature, 
proposes moving testing to the last 
three weeks of school, and requires 
giving results to teachers a week 
after testing finishes as opposed to a 
month afterward.The time suggested 
should start July 1, 2017.
  “Testing has become an important 
way of determining student 
readiness…moving it to the last 

few weeks allows the students a fair 
amount of time to learn and review 
the material,” said Jessica Wu, 
senior.
  The bill also proposes tconducting 
a study on whether college-entrance 
exams, such as SAT or ACT,  are 
closely aligned with the state’s high 
school standards and potentially 
using them as a partial replacement 
for Florida’s graduation tests.  
   Examples of passing graduation 
tests would be passing the Geometry 
or United States History EOC. 
  “I think this could benefit all 
students. As this would probably 
encourage more classroom-based 
SAT and ACT prep if this were to be 
used as replacements for graduation 
tests,” said Katherine Anderson, 
guidance counselor.
  The bill would also ‘allow more 
time for students to master the 

content expected of them’, Tammy 
Sproch-Boyd, testing coordinator 
said. Although, there is some concern 
about the challenge for seniors to get 
their scores back in time.
  “It would just make it challenging 
to ensure the students who need 
certain tests to graduate may not be 
eligible to walk at graduation, due to 
their scores not being back in time,” 
Sproch-Boyd said.
  With quicker Florida standardized 
testing results back to teachers, 
they’re able to plan and improve 
their curriculum more effectively for 
next year.
  “I think the part of the bill that 
drops graduation requirements 
associated with End-of-Course 
exams may pass. This would provide 
‘testing relief’ for students, but could 
make it worse for teachers, if the 
student gains are still a large part 

of the teacher evaluations,” Alison 
Lepage, math teacher, said. 
  Additionally, new teachers teaching 
newly created subjects next year will 
receive these results as well. 
    “I think it [proposed bill] just 
gives students and teachers time to 
plan exactly what to do when…to 
plan you have to know when things 
are going to happen. The last few 
weeks really narrow it down for 
everyone,” Wu said.
  The proposed legislation’s goal 
is to also reduce test-taking time. 
A high school student may take 13 
hours of statewide tests, according to 
Politifact.
  “I think frequent, excessive state 
assessments will continue into the 
future until our Legislators and 
Governor realize such assessments 
do not promote student learning,” 
Lepage said. 
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Saying goodbye to a legend
Continued from page 1

   Jackie Cornelius spends her time 
trying to figure out which ways 
might best provide students with the 
minimal requirements to get into 
colleges and universities, serving 
on national and international boards 
for art school conservatories to help 
boost students’ chances. 
   After discovering what these 
schools are looking 
for, Cornelius 
vertically plans art 
classes out across 
the four years of 
each arts area in 
order to ensure 
that students will 
be exceeding 
expectations. 
Cornelius is proud 
to say that DA has 
a very high college 
acceptance rate and 
that the school has 
also done a great 
job at challenging 
students 
intellectually as 
well. 
   Also a firm 
believer that art students, in general, 
are very bright and that DA should 
continue to challenge them.
  For Cornelius, leaving the role of 
principal will not mean leaving DA.
  “I’m excited about moving into 
the position of executive director of 
the Douglas Anderson Foundation,” 
Cornelius said. 
   Though she will no longer be 
running the school, she’ll continue 
to work with supportive programs. 
Cornelius has already raised 4.3 
million dollars for DA through the 

endowed fund, and is happy to 
know that she will be returning.
  Melanie Hammer, principal, wishes 
the best for Cornelius after her 
departure. Hammer feels Cornelius 
prepared her well for her new role in 
the school.
  “I will cherish my friendship with 
Mrs. Cornelius,” Hammer said, “I 
hope she gets to do all of the things 
she wanted but didn’t have time for.”   
   Before Cornelius leaves, Hammer 
wants students to understand 

how much 
dedication 
and passion 
Cornelius has 
put into DA 
throughout the 
years.
  Cornelius 
continues to 
meet with 
teachers 
to assure 
continuous 
growth of each 
department after 
her retirement.  
  “The best 
thing, I think, 

that happens to keep 
this school vibrant in 

my role as principal is to ask each 
department, or have each department 
at least think, what’s working well 
in your department? Why is it 
working?” Cornelius said. 
   She takes pride in the fact that 
DA is one of the top three art high 
schools in the nation.
  “She brought the dream we had for 
this school, 25 years ago, to life,” 
Jane Condon, former principal, said, 
“She has met the challenge, and 
exceeded my expectations for the 
growth of DA.”
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Jackie Cornelius, former Principal and 
new Executive Director of the Douglas 
Anderson Foundation.

Jacksonville Homeless 
youth face challenges; 
population is growing

Harleigh Murray
Special Contributor

   For many students, waking up 
in the dim light of their homes on 
weekday mornings begins with a 
lack of motivation. Although these 
students may struggle, they are 
still far better off than many teens 
in Duval County. Many homeless 
teens have a sense of dread. It’s not 
derived from school stress, but from 
the fear of the unknown. They have 
no place to call home and no school 
to retreat.
   Many schools and organizations 
are working relentlessly to heal 
the homeless youth issue facing 
the community. Transition workers 
who help these kids ease into the 
education system, food drives, 
and school clubs all work toward 
lowering the number of youth living 
without a place to call home. 
   These numbers of homeless 
youth are not decreasing, and the 
percentage seems to rise with each 
passing year.
   Duval County General 
Homelessness Population vs. 
Homeless Youth:
   In some ways homelessness, 
overall is improving in waves 
of progress. The total homeless 
population reached a height of 4,284 
in Duval County, while in 2016, 
the population decreased to 1,784.
The Council on Homelessness 2016 
Annual Report shows that in 2011.
   Although the numbers of overall 
homeless population are dropping, 
the homeless youth rate is on a 
constant rise. In the same 2016 
annual report, the number of 
homeless students in Duval County 
from 2010-2011 was at 1,169 

students. Since 2011, Duval County 
has seen a steady increase in the 
numbers of homeless youth in their 
educational systems. 
   By 2014-2015, the number of 
homeless students in the district hit 
2,166, nearly double the number 
from 2010.
   Douglas Anderson’s Voice on 
Homelessness: 
   Teachers at Douglas Anderson 
work toward helping heal issues the 
community faces. Through clubs 
and other engagements, they guide 
students in ways that enable them to 
directly help their community and 
change the lives of those in need.
   A student who wished to remain 
anonymous talked about their 
experience with a family member’s 
struggle due to homelessness. “They 
just needed to be encouraged more 
than anything,” referring to how the 
family and school could have done 
more. The cause of the person’s 
homelessness hinged on two simple 
factors: a difficult homeless life, and 
“never really being given much of a 
chance.”
   Former DA administrator, Trinity 
Baker recently helped in a food 
drive for families in poverty.
   “We were able to help seven to ten 
families,” Baker said. 
   This drive provided them with gift 
cards for food and other necessities. 
   The leftover food was donated to 
JASMYN, the Jacksonville Area 
Sexual Minority Youth Network, 
where Baker now works. This 
organization not only helps with 
struggling LGBTQ youth, but also 
assists homeless youth. 
To assist, JASMYN’S phone number 
is 904-389-3857.

Q&A with Melanie Hammer, new Principal of DA
Davie Hardesty
Staff Writer 
    
   Melanie Hammer has been 
worked at DA for 12 years and 
holds a bachelor’s degree from 
University of Georgia. While living 
in Atlanta, Hammer taught math at 
a dual magnet school with arts and 
academics. This previous experience 
made Hammer’s transition to DA 
easier, she said.
   Before becoming Head of 
Curriculum, she finished her Masters 
at the University of North Florida. 
Hammer taught math for three years 
and was nominated as DA’s Teacher 
of the year. In 20--, she became vice 
principal and never looked back. 
   
   Q: Is this a major change for 
you?

   A:I am not sure yet. I’m not 
officially principal, but I am very 
excited. 
  

   Q: How do you think this will 
change the school?

   A: Mrs. Cornelius gave us a lot of 
freedom with our ideas and would 
just let us run with everything. I 
do not think things will be much 
different from how they are now. 
I believe change is good thing and 
sometimes it is needed. I don’t know 
of any changes that are needed 
currently, but if it feels right, I think it 
will be a push in the right in direction. 
 
   Q: Were you shocked to find 
Cornelius was leaving?

   A: No, because she has been talking 
about retiring for a long time, I was 
shocked that she was leaving so soon.
   
   Q: How has being vice principal 
changed you?
   
   A: Well, I was a teacher before 
becoming vice principal, but I do not  

think I have changed 
much. I have a more 
broad vision of the 
school than someone 
would if they were 
in a department. I’ve 
got more of a global 
view of the school.
   
   Q: How do you 
feel this new role 
will change you?

   A: I will be doing 
a lot of the same 
things. The only new 
major task I will be 
taking up will be 
budget, but I still want to handle the 
same things I did before because I 
want to do them.
   
   Q:Would you say you’re prepared 
for this change?
 
  A: Yes, I think Mrs. Cornelius 

prepared me very well.
    
Q: What do you hope for the future 
of the school?
 
A: DA continues to to be great and 
it’s greatness will continue. I think 
there is always room for more, but we 
will just be moving to the next level.

Melanie Hammer was named principal of DA in April after 
serving as vice principal for -- years.
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Visual artist Carson Zehner  
models in Valentino show

Hanna Walters 
Staff Writer

   This past February, while many 
students were preparing for tests, 
Carson Zehner, was getting ready 
for the runway. The former visual 
arts major spent 
six weeks in New 
York, Milan, Paris, 
and London for her 
modeling career.
   The journey 
started at age 13, 
scouted by a woman 
in Jacksonville in 
an doctor’s office 
elevator. While too 
young at the time 
to go to New York, 
Zehner did some 
test shoots around 
Florida. 
   Zehner went up to 
New York with her 
agent last summer 
and met with eight 
of the top modeling agencies in NYC. 
She received positive feedback from 
the agencies and eventually signed 
with Next, where she felt “most 
welcome and comfortable.”
   Zehner participated in 12 fashion 
shows which included New York, 
London, Milan, and Paris’ fashion 
weeks. 
   She walked in many shows including 
Victoria Beckham and Tory Burch 
in New York, Anya Hindmarch and 

Mulberry in London, Bottega Veneta 
in Milan and Olivier Theyskens, 
Undercover, Gauchere, Valentino, 
Veronique Branquinho, APC, Moncler, 
and Shiatzy Chen in Paris.
   Due to her many absences Zehner 
made the choice to complete her junior 

year through 
virtual school, 
but her friends 
from Douglas 
Anderson have 
still been very 
important to her. 
   Throughout 
this experience 
Zehner  felt 
supported in 
every decision 
she’s made. 
   “This job can 
get lonely but 
knowing that I 
have family and 
friends at the 

push of a button or 
a text/phone call 

away makes me feel connected and 
loved,” Zehner said.
   While disappointed Zehner won’t be 
returning, Victoria Sherwood,  one of 
Zehner’s close friends, said ‘Zehner 
fits the industry really well.’
    “[She’s] wildly beautiful and fits 
modeling well due to her elegance and 
class...I support all of her passions 
whether it be modeling, art, etc., as 
long as she is happy,” Sherwood said.

Carson Zehner modeling in Paris, France for 
Valentino.
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Keiona Wallace
Visual Editor

Q: As a visual arts teacher you’ve 
seen the amount of talents a 
student can possess. How do you 
think that talent is changing in 
terms of artistic expression?

A: Every class has its own 
chemistry to it. There’s been a lot 
of talent within students and it’s 
more perception-based. Of course 
anybody is capable of anything, 
but it’s all perception. I’ve been 
here for more than 20 years and 
no matter what, there’s a talented 
student, but when you get enough 
talented students in a class there’s 
more of an impact. 

Q: Do you believe that DA is 
still supportive of the artistic 
diversity among students or 
was it more open when you first 
started?

A: In high school, everyone wants 
to be terribly creative, but being a 
part of a high school is training the 
students to have skills. Hopefully 
they do have their sense of artistic 
expression. It’s interesting, when 
you give a framework, students 
complain about it. But if you sit 
back and let them go, the results 
are very underwhelming. You have 

to have a structure that you’re 
reacting against to begin the idea as 
an artist.

Q: Do you believe that DA is 
preparing students for the real 
world in terms of showing them  
an artist’s life is and the artistic 
growth that comes with it?

A:  I do think it simulates some of 
the real world. In reality, though, I 
think a lot of high school students 
don’t realize how many things 
are being taken care of until they 
leave DA. When they don’t have 
a studio, the space, or any art 
supplies then they see all the things 
that are behind being an artist.

Q: How do you encourage 
students within the arts to keep 
up with their passions?

A: Being a creative person changes 
for artists and what they’re 
interested in. I think with art you 
can try to take the discipline that 
you learn and combine that with an 
interest in life. As long as they’re 
continuing to grow as a person, 
finding fulfillment in life, and 
using their creative outlet in some 
productive way, that’s what I’m 
happiest about.

Q&A with Barry Wilson: 
Artistic diversity and 

class perception at DA
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A better alternative to ISSP 
Winnie Blay 
Contributing Writer

   One of the most common 
disciplinary punishments for 
misbehavior for students is to receive 
in school suspension or ISSP. 
   This consequence is viewed in 
a controversial light by students, 
parents, and teachers, urging school 
administrators to seek alternative 
disciplinary programs. Charles 
Raeford, Dean has commented 
about how he is ‘generally against 
suspensions because it separates 
students by placing them in a box.’
   Students can receive ISSP as 
a punishment from an array of 
disciplinary infractions listed in 
the Duval County Student Code of 
Conduct. 
   During ISSP, students are expected 
to bring classwork they will be 
missing and use the time to complete 
this work with adult supervision. 
However, depending on the situation, 
students may use the time differently. 
For instance, a student might write 
an apology letter, forcing them reflect 
on their actions and calm down, 
commented Dean Raeford. 
   The debate surrounding 
suspensions stems from how they 
can be counteractive in their way of 
dealing with misbehavior in schools. 

   Research indicates that lost 
class time due to suspension and 
expulsions result in alienation and 
early involvement with the juvenile 
justice system, Nancy Riestenberg 
of the Minnesota Department of 
Education said in the New York 
Times. 
  There is not always a consistent 
teacher or administrator to ensure the 
student is being productive with the 
time given. 
   A climate must be implemented 
to help improve the learning 
environment, which will lower 
suspension rates, Katherine 
Anderson, a guidance counselor said.
    “The key word is structure,” 
said Anderson. Administrators are 
searching for alternative programs 
to help with misbehavior; restorative 
justice is a likely option. 
   The goal is to provide a 
non-confrontational forum for 
students to talk through their 
problems, address underlying reasons 
for their behaviors, and make amends 
to anyone affected.  
   “It helps stop the high school to 
prison pipeline,” Raeford said, 
   “It handles misbehavior in a 
different and more effective way it 
teaches students to handle situations 
that can be stressful in a positive 
way.”

Cindy Edelman, promotes the power of an artful education
Molly Lantinberg 
Junior Managing Editor

    On a trip to Chicago, standing 
before a Rembrandt, Cindy Edelman 
officially “got the bug” and found a 
love for the arts. While not an artist 
herself, Edelman has dedicated 
herself to improving schools and arts 
education across Jacksonville. 
  A Vanderbilt graduate, Edelman 
received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Political Science and History, 
only taking two art classes during 
her time at Vanderbilt. She went 
on to receive her Masters of Arts 
in Teaching from Jacksonville 
University. 
   She volunteered in art classrooms 
at Bolles School before becoming 
the AP History teacher, a position 
she held for 12 years prior to retiring 
in 2012. 
   “I loved sharing that love and 
passion of a subject, creating 
lifelong learners,” Edelman said.
   She turned this focus on 

education into involvement in many 
community initiatives. In 2003, she 
joined the Board of Community 
Foundation of Northeast Florida, a 
nonprofit organization which allows 
philanthropists to maximize their 
giving, and served as Chair of the 
Education Initiatives. 
  She also played a large role in 
the formation of the Jacksonville 
Public Education Fund, formed 
by the Community Foundation’s 
discretionary dollars in 2000. The 
organization focuses on community 
engagement and advocacy. 
   “Everyone should get a quality 
education,” said Edelman. 
    She combined her passion for 
the arts and community awareness 
into a multimedia art exhibit titled 
‘ONE IN THREE: Let’s Solve 
Our Dropout Crisis’ in 2011. The 
exhibit was meant to raise awareness 
for the one third of Duval County 
students who didn’t graduate on 
time, including the photographs and 

stories of 20 people who faced 
extreme challenges in pursuit of 
education. 
   “[It was] about telling people’s 
stories [and] having a community 
become aware,” said Edelman. 
  The exhibit traveled across 
Jacksonville and seen by nearly 
70,000 people. A series of 
community conversations were 
also held to develop priorities 
to send to Nikolai Vitti, current 
superintendent, three were chosen 
for inclusion in his strategic 
planning. 
  Edelman is a strong believer 
in educating the “whole 
child” which includes a strong 
foundation in the arts. While 
Edelman encourages students who 
are passionate about the arts to 
pursue their dreams, she doesn’t 
believe one must be an artist to live 
an artful life.
   “It’s important for young people to 
have a passion for something other 

than themselves,” said Edelman. To 
her, arts are more than aesthetics, 
allowing students to “have a much 
broader view of their world.” 
  “Art is a bridge,” Edelman said, 
“Background, faith, gender, it 
doesn’t matter. Art crosses all 
boundaries.” 

Life saving AP testing tips
Sierra Wise
Business Manager

   Advanced Placement (AP) 
exams are often overwhelming 
for underclassmen who haven’t 
experienced them before. Even with 
consistent study habits, AP classes 
take hard work and commitment.
   Students take AP classes because 
they count as college credit, saving 
time and effort in addition to 
thousands of dollars in college tuition 
fees. Additionally, the rigorous 
workload prepares students for 
further testing.
   Some underclassmen are 
apprehensive about future AP exams.
   “I’m also excited, and it’s college 
credit, so it’ll help me get to a better 
college,” said Kathleen Stinneford, 
freshman. Currently, Stinneford’s 
study method for any test is to 
read over her notes and do practice 
problems.
   Ari Howard, senior, has taken 
several AP exams throughout his 
high school career. Not only has 
Howard passed his exams, but he 
also scored a 5, the highest possible 
score on the AP Calculus exam.
   His first word of advice to students 
is paying attention in class.
   “That’s the most important. It 
makes studying less difficult and 

if you have any questions, you can 
clear them up then,” Howard said.
   This advice was also given by 
Alison Swartz, social studies teacher, 
who has been grading AP exams over 
the summer for the past four years.
   “Don’t try to cram it all in during 
the last three weeks. There’s a reason 
it’s a year-long class,” Swartz said.
   Other ways to study would be with 
friends or with a review book, Swartz 
recommends asking the teacher what 
review book they suggest. Howard 
personally takes review tests within 
the books and will read the section 
on any question he misses.
   For students concerned about 
finances, an alternative to purchasing 
study books is available at 
apstudent.collegeboard.org, the 
official provider of AP exams. This 
site offers free practice questions in 
each subject.
   Additionally, some teachers offer 
review sessions during Power Hour 
or after school.
   AP exams aren’t something that 
can be prepared for in just one night, 
it’s important to take enough time to 
review all of the material effectively.
   “I give myself a month to review, 
I typically study from April 1st until 
my exam,” Howard said, “If you 
know you need to work on it, just do 
it. Study smart, not hard.”

Advocate of arts and community involvement, 
Cindy Eldmen.
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Thank you to all of The 
Artisan’s readers and sponsers 
for your continuous support.
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Sierra Wise
Business Manager

   It’s no secret stress has negative impacts on emotional, mental, and 
physical health. However, in several situations, stress is unavoidable 
and must be managed in the best way possible.  
   Fortunately, stress can be reduced in just a few minutes a day and 
the benefits are well worth it. Try these simple stress relievers and 
enjoy your newfound peace of mind. 

1. Prepare: Being unprepared is incredibly stressful, so make a to-do 
list or organize for the next task ahead. 
2. Positive Self-Talk: When thoughts are constantly flowing they 
aren’t always the nicest. Try being kind to yourself, (staying positive 
is easiest). A simple way to achieve this is to talk to yourself like a 
good, encouraging friend. 
3. Wash Your Hands: Under pressure, your immune system is under 
stress and because of this, you’re actually more susceptible to illness. 
Don’t forget to keep clean to prevent any further setbacks. 
4. Chew Gum: Many studies have shown that chewing gum reduces 
anxiety, according to webmd.com. Some even believe the rhythm of 
chewing has the power to improve blood flow. 
5. Tune Into Music: Music has the ability to help you relax. In fact, 
some studies show music lowers levels of stress hormones. 
6. Get Outside: Just a few minutes of walking or other light physical 
activity leads to heightened relaxation, even when close to home. 
7. Talk to a Friend: Seek out a good friend or family member. 
Oftentimes they can help by looking at your stressful situation from 
an objective perspective. 
8. Give Back: Helping others in turn allows you to help yourself. 
Find somewhere in your community to volunteer or a way to help 
out, even if it’s small. 

Faculty personalites through 
ink, tattoos offer a glimpse at 

youthful experimentation  
Savannah McLeod
Co-Business Manager
 
   Along with students, many of Douglas 
Anderson’s teachers exhibit various 
means of self-expression. 
   Several, whether recently or in the 
past, have even made the decision to get 
a tattoo.
  For example, Alison Swartz, social 
studies teacher, has two tattoos: a Celtic 
heart knot and three stars on her wrist.
  “My first tattoo is a family one… my 
sister has the same one. My second one 
has no meaning, I just always wanted 
one on my wrist and I thought it looked 
nice,” Swartz said.
   Since getting her two tattoos, Swartz 
has not had any issues in covering them. 
Teaching at an art school, she feels, 
allows for smaller tattoos such as her 
own to be viewed as more acceptable. 
But it was not always this way.
   Law enforcement agencies have 
also had a reputation for strict policies 
regarding tattoos in the past as well. 
Steve Cuartero, school officer, got his 
tattoo around the age of 34.
   “[My tattoo] is of my family crest and 
I thought it would show that I am very 
proud of my family,” Cuartero said. 
   According to him, law enforcement 
agencies prohibited getting tattoos 
anywhere from around the elbow down, 
and were very strict about getting any 
ink done on the neck and face for a long 
time.
  But it isn’t always the school board, 
or law enforcement agency, that might 
make it a pain to cover tattoos. 
   James Taylor, math teacher, keeps the 
several tattoos that he has covered at all 
times when in a professional, working 
environment.  
   “They are extremely radical in nature 
and placement… it has been a very, very, 
sore issue with my family,” Taylor said.  
   Since getting his tattoos, which began 
in the 80s, he has regretted doing so and 
has come to learn just how extensive the 
process of getting them removed is. 

   

Taylor said, “They are a reminder of   
how wild and stupid I was.” As far as 
advice goes, Taylor urges students to 
think about what the tattoos may look 
like when they are older.  
    “It’s a decision that is very hard to 
undo and sometimes, where the tattoo is, 
it can never be removed 100 percent.” 
Taylor said.
   Swartz and Cuartero both feel that it is 
important to find a tattoo artist in a good 
location, for both personal health and the 
outcome of the piece.
   “Make sure you are getting one from a 
clean place. It may cost more, but your 
health is worth it,” Swartz said.

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief 

   Want to find a healthy alternative to cheese but can’t find any 
without the gross smell or weird taste? Try almond cheese, the natural 
cheese that comes from nuts. Similar to ricotta, this cheese melts and 
can be paired with anything.

Ingredients: 
- 2 cups of almonds, soaked and sprouted
- 1/2 tsp of probiotic powder
- 1 cup of purified water
- Cheese cloth

Directions: 
1. Boil water and place in a glass bowl.
2. Soak the almonds for 45 minutes. 
3. Next, add cold water until smooth to the touch. 
4. Remove the skin from each almond. The skin should peel easily. 
5. Put the almonds in a separate bowl and allow them to sprout for 
about 8-12 hours. 
6. Once the almonds have sprouted, place them into a blender. 
7. Add water. Make sure to leave extra water just in case the mixture 
is too dry or clumping together in the blender. 
8. Add the probiotic powder. 
9. Blend the mixture thoroughly. If the mixture looks lumpy at the top 
and is not blending, add more water. 
10. Once it is thoroughly mixed, ferment the cheese by grabbing 
a small fruit basket that you can get at a grocery store. Place a 
cheesecloth over the basket and put it over a small bowl to drain the 
excess liquid. 
11. Pour the mixture in. Use the excess cloth to cover the top of the 
basket. 
12. Fill a mason jar with water. Place it on top of the cheese so it acts 
as a weight. This is to make sure all the liquid is pushed out of the 
cheese. 
13. Keep the cheese in room temperature area for about 12 hours.
14. Once it has fermented, remove the cheese and store in the fridge. 

One of the two tattoos Alison Swartz has. A celtic 
heart tattoo.

One of the other two tattoos located on Alison 
Swartz’s wrist.

 How to manage stress

Healthy cheese alternative
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13 Reasons Why conveys 
the importance of 

kindness and awareness
Andrea Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-in-Chief

 13 Reasons Why, originally a 
novel by Jay Asher, was turned 
into a Netflix Original series and 
premiered March 31, 2017. After 
Hannah Baker commits suicide, 
she leaves 13 tapes behind with 
her reasoning. Clay Jensen, 
acquaintance and her first love, is 
the current person with the tapes, 
and spends most of the show 
trying to find justice for Hannah.
   Even with significant differences 
from the book, the show has 
impacted many of its viewers. The 
subject matters conveyed ranges 
from suicide, mental illness, rape, 
and substance abuse. Social media 
has emphasized the importance 
of this show’s subject of mental 
health in society today 
   “…it shows how we need to 
treat each other better, and if 
you care for someone, let them 
know,” Margarita Orozco, senior, 
said. “We never really understand 
the impact of [our] actions on 
others,” said Orozco, “This show 
has impacted me by showing 
these consequences and makes 
me wonder about the way I treat 
others.”
   Orozco was introduced to the 

novel first; she read it with a 
friend who faced depression, and 
hopes that the show will inspire 
others to gain perspective on life, 
the same way it did for her friend.
   Others connected with the show 
on more personal terms.
   “The show really hit me because 
I have gone through almost the 
same thing [as Hannah] and it 
really put things into perspective,” 
Carmen Marrero, sophomore, 
said. Marrero also agrees that 
this show conveys an important 
and necessary message of the 
consequences of our actions. 

Beyoncé seen as the alleged 
queen of the Illuminati

Hanna Walters 
Staff Writer

   Recently, conspiracy theories have 
been all the rage. They’ve been 
blowing up on social media sites and 
even celebrities have been speaking 
out about them. 
   The theories 
range from 
serious to 
ridiculous but 
nonetheless, 
they’re all 
entertaining and 
mostly harmless. 
   One of 
the biggest 
conspiracies is 
that Beyoncé is 
the queen of the 
Illuminati. 
   The Illuminati 
is a conspiracy 
in itself, being an 
alleged “global 
elite” that is 
either in control 
of the world or seeking to take 
control of the world. 
   Beyoncé is one of the most 
influential female singers, reigning 
since the late 1990’s. She was the 
lead singer of Destiny’s Child 
until she released her debut album 
“Dangerously in Love” in 2003, 
establishing herself as a solo artist 
worldwide. She seems to be the 
queen of many hearts, bringing in 
the question, is she the queen of 

something else? Beyoncé has been 
known to make a triangle symbol 
with her hands during performances, 
which has been popularly used 
in reference or to represent the 
Illuminati. She briefly covers one of 
her eyes frequently when performing 
which refers to the All Seeing Eye, 

another Illuminati 
symbol. 
   At the 59th 
Annual Grammy 
Awards Beyoncé 
raised even 
more Illuminati 
controversy. 
   She came out in 
an elegant outfit 
with a headdress 
that many 
described as being 
“the headdress of 
Illuminati goddess 
Semiramis.” 
People also see it 

as a headdress that 
symbolized “the light 

rays of Lucifer.” However, a more 
realistic connection would be to the 
Nigerian Goddess of fertility and 
sexuality, Oshun.
   Conspiracy theorists even have a 
theory about her unborn twins. They 
believe that the twins are going to 
be the new leaders of the Illuminati, 
surpassing both Beyoncé and Jay-Z. 
The Illuminati will essentially 
“breed” the twins to be the perfect 
leaders that will be easier to control 
than Beyoncé and Jay-Z.    

Netflix original seiries based on best 
selling book by Jay Asher.

Beyonce Knowles preforming at 2013 super 
bowl.
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The Artisan brings home second place for a second year 
in a row in the Florida Times-Union contest 

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Hanna Walters
Staff Writer

 Since the late 1960’s, The Florida 
Times-Union has sponsored an 
annual awards ceremony for the top 
high school journalism staffs in the 
county. 
   The competition is available to all 
area high school staffs that produce 
one or two printed issues of their 
newspaper.  
  The Times Union awards those who 
they believe to have great potential 
in the journalistic world. 
  This year, The Artisan placed in 
four different individual categories, 
and for the second year we won 
Second Place for best overall student 
newspaper. 
  DA has won the Henry A. 
Blumenthal Memorial Trophy back 
in 2014, which named the newspaper 
best overall student newspaper that 
year. 
  There were 224 entries in 10 
different categories: advertising, art, 
column, editorial, feature, layout and 

design, news, photography, review, 
and sport. All entries were judged 
and presented by Times-Union staff 
members. 

Overall Best Newspaper: 
1st Place: Devil’s Advocate
2nd Place: The The Artisan
3rd Place: The Mandarin Times
  
Column Writing: 
2nd Place: Noah McGahagin, “The 
problem with family and political 
correctness” 

Editorials: 
2nd Place: Davie Hardesty, “Rise 
in diversity not enough to curb hate 
crimes” 

News Writing: 
2nd Place: Molly Lantinberg, 
“Savannah Goodman: Bright light 
cut short” 

Art:
2nd Place: Ben Shafer, “It’s just too 
much”
  
Congratulations to these wondering 
journalists and to the 

staff!

A plaque honoring The Artisan, Douglas Anderson’s school newspaper.
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Alexys Jorge, 9th, Beyond The Unseen

Erol Pierce, 12th, Cancer’s Puppet

Tara Frankowska, 11th, Adventure is Out There

Jaclyn Berry, 11th, Morning Ambiance

Elena Cobas Bravo, 12th, and Zoey Lawning, 11th,  Nightmare of a Senior

The theme for this issue was JOURNEY. For more student art submissions check our website: Da-artisan.org. 

JOURNEY



Senior expectations v.s reality, the artistic growth that branches in the process

DA traditions: old and new

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief 

   I always had a university in 
mind. I knew I wanted to make 
my mother proud of me. My 
mother has always pushed me 
to do better, go out and attend 
college like she didn’t. For that 
reason, attending University of 
Florida (UF) was my goal. They 

have the best Journalism program and it was close to 
home. 
   I had planned out where I was going to live, where I 
was going to work, and how long it’d take me to graduate. 
   In the beginning of senior year, I felt motivated. During 
college application season, I began many and felt the 
same stress as other seniors. Then the motivation stopped. 
   I started to avoid my applications until I completely 
forgot about them. It wasn’t until a couple of days before 
the UF deadline when I started filling out everything. I 
finished the whole application in one night. I wrote the 
essays and all I had to do was hit send. But I didn’t. 
   I didn’t because I fully convinced myself I wasn’t going 
to get accepted. I read the requirements of what kind of 
students UF wanted. I wasn’t that student, I didn’t have 
superior grades or the test scores. 
   I wasn’t UF material. 
   I would end up paying a $40 application fee just for a 
rejection letter. 
  When other seniors started getting their acceptance 
letters, I felt like a failure. I beat myself for a while, 
asking myself why I couldn’t just suck it up and applied 
to the colleges I planned to. Everyone was going off to a 
university and I was stuck at home being a failure and not 
living my life. 
   I grew convinced that I had completely ruined my life. 
But then I remembered there was still community college. 
I cringed at that thought. 
   Community college wasn’t for me, even my teachers 
looked disappointed in me. Some of them said that I was 
going to be very bored and there would be no challenge 
for me.
   But why had I been taught that community college 
was a bad thing? It seemed to be a better choice. It was 
cheaper and I was able to stay at home longer. I would 
be able to save up for a car and know how to deal with 
college better. 
   I’ve realized that attending community college doesn’t 
make me a failure. It makes me smart. It doesn’t matter 
what school you go to in order to get you general 
education. Once I get an AA, I can go to any college as 
long as I maintain good grades. 
   I will still be able to go to UF and be a Gator, that will 
never change. Not ever.
   My hope for Journalism has not gone away, I have not 
given up on a university either. I won’t settle, I don’t want 
college to be easy. I want to show everyone I can do it. 
   When I told my parents, they were happy that I was 
still actively going to school and that I wanted to go to 
college at all. They have always pushed me to do my best. 
I am proud that I have my future planned out, but I have 
became more aware that there will be change. 
   Regardless of whatever change may come my way, 
if that is losing friends, gaining new ones, not feeling 
motivated, I know that I will be able to bounce back. 
Friends will come and go, but true friends will stay. This 
wasn’t about college anymore. It has taken me awhile to 
realize this. 
   I found my self-worth through this experience and I 
couldn’t have asked for anything better. 

Ignacio Troche, Band

   It wasn’t as laid back as I thought 
it was going to be. 
   It’s not as hard as previous years, 
at least junior year. 
   I always looked at the seniors as 
the best of the best, they knew 
everything artistically and dealing 
with school work. 
   But I come into it and it’s just like 
I feel the same. 

Leo Broussard, Creative Writing

   I expected it to be pretty hard because all the stress of 
picking college. 
   It is really stressful, but at the same time it’s has its ups and 
downs.
   My arts area classes are saving my brain right now, which 
is really weird cause they are an outlet for me to write every-
thing.
   Especially with my writing it’s like all the stresses in my life 
are being put into my arts area. I think with creative 
writing especially it made me look back at what I’ve made 
more closely.

Logan Smith, Musical Theatre

   I would not be the artist I am today without DA. A lot of that is 
accredited  to the training, but also being around people who 
challenge me to be better.
  Being surrounded by people who are passionate in the art you are 
passionate about, communicating through art, stories through art 
and being surrounded by that five days a week for four years has 
shaped me into somebody who has more respect for this art form 
and a more well rounded person. 
   It’s hard knowing in two months I’m going to have to walk across 
that stage and say goodye to it and the people.

Self-worth through 
college decisions

Haley Switzer
Web Editor
 
   The improving Sculpture Garden, originally 
filled with multi colored picnic tables, extending 
to the new musical theatre hall, used to be the old 
cafeteria. 
   Student flash mobs about recycling randomly 
sprouted from the Sculpture Garden. The 
freshman student body felt unified and welcomed 
DA, even competent to eventually lead as the 
class of 2017, which stood out through our blue 
class color. Although we lack the representation 
of our class color currently, we wear our blue 
lanyards still. The significance of blue grounds us 
in where we originated and currently stand.
   As a freshman, high school became an 
adventure. We experienced 13 portables where 
the new building stands, freshman arts area 
performances, showcases, solos, to promote 
our talents around DA and the community, even 
personally knowing our mascots: the Puffin and 
Dragon. They allowed us to discuss amongst 
ourselves the future of how far our talents will 
take us, who our mascots truly are, and whether 
DA will appear the same through the next three 
years. 
   Makeshift classrooms appeared in the 
gymnasium. The portables were removed 
our sophomore year in preparation for the 
new building’s construction. We enjoyed the 

spontaneity of sophomore year, with classes 
rerouted and students scattered throughout the 
old building. My Italian II class was one of the 
few remaining portables until the new building’s 
construction concluded. In the gymnasium, I 
enjoyed my AP World History class with Mr. 
Mahan. We were next door to the other AP World 
History teacher, Mr. Vetsch. With an open ceiling 
above our heads, each class laughed with one 
another, we all got along and enjoyed the finer 
moments that drove us to the brink of madness. 

Haley Switer and her younger brother Ian Switzer on the first day of school her freshman year.

From start to finish, where they are and who they’ve become 

Kyle Riggins, Film

   For cinamatic arts at least it helps 
you work with all different areas of 
film and it helps you focus on which 
one you really like best. You realized 
how diffucult filmaking is and how 
each subject can be.
   I was expecting a little bit more 
freedom, but the social aspect was 
really good. It’s helpd me with creat-
ing bond and friends as well.

FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE PICTURES PROVIDED BY CADY STUDIOS



Senior expectations v.s reality, the artistic growth that branches in the process

DA traditions: old and new

Leo Broussard, Creative Writing

   I expected it to be pretty hard because all the stress of 
picking college. 
   It is really stressful, but at the same time it’s has its ups and 
downs.
   My arts area classes are saving my brain right now, which 
is really weird cause they are an outlet for me to write every-
thing.
   Especially with my writing it’s like all the stresses in my life 
are being put into my arts area. I think with creative 
writing especially it made me look back at what I’ve made 
more closely.

dealing with a 
tough english, 
math, or 
history class, 
at the time.
   No matter 
how frustrated 
sophomore 
year became, 
we persevered 
and stuck 
together. 
We were to 
become the 
class of 2017. 
We deeply 
cared about 
unity. 

   The start of 
junior year, 

Superintendent Nikoli Vitti came to DA’s 
ribbon cutting ceremony to break in the new 
building. Junior year quickly filled students with 
anticipation, we could enjoy the new building that 
further represented our vast, artistic student body. 
Alongside the new building was Coffee House, 
Extravaganza, and even other various, traditional 
arts area showcases and readings. Each show let 
us identify ourselves as artists, understand we will 
never have another artistic experience an outlet 
like DA.

   I will miss the unique experiences at DA most 
and my peers I endured these tough four years 
with.
   As these last few weeks of senior year 
come into focus, every moment shapes us as 
individuals, as some of us pursue our artistic 
talents outside of DA and attend college.
   Live in the moment, cherish friendships, and 
end knowing more about yourself as a person and 
artist. The effort you put into your academics and 
arts area will be acknowledged one day. Even if 
you feel like your efforts won’t be recognized, 
don’t give up. 
   As a creative writer, I send my work to 
international literary magazines and the 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.
   My work progressed each year as I put more 
effort into my work. The Elan International 
Literary Magazine published my work two years 
in a row. I also became part of the Literary Arts 
Honors Society, received Honorable Mention 
and Silver Key awards freshman, sophomore, 
and junior year in Scholastics, and recently won 
two Gold Key Awards for two writing portfolios 
in Scholastics, went to Nationals, and won a 
National Silver Medal for one of the writing 
portfolios I submitted.
   We learn from these memorable moments and 
press on illustrates the artist that will always be 
with us.

Haley Switer and her younger brother Ian Switzer on the first day of school her freshman year.

From start to finish, where they are and who they’ve become 

Andrea Torres
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Ben Shafer
Social Media Editor

   As May ends, AP testing sent students into midnight 
frenzies as they studied for tests. Multiple seniors have 
recognized the incoming conflict for their grades. Senioritis 
is an ongoing issue towards the end of the year for seniors 
when neglect for academic work catches up.  
   Senioritis is “...a ebbing of motivation and effort by 
school seniors as evidenced by tardiness, absences, and 
lower grades,” according to the Merriam-Webster online 
Dictionary.
   “Senioritis makes me feel like I’m tapped, physically and 
mentally,” said Maddie Banish, visual arts.
   In most cases, students feel school has simply become 
tedious, and figure it won’t matter how much effort they put 
into school if their future is already determined based on 
college acceptances.
   “Either you don’t have a vision for your life yet, and 
you will feel less motivated to focus on your schoolwork 
than ever before, or you do, and you’re going to want to 
almost drop everything to pursue that vision,” said Matthew 
Manyak, cinematic arts. Neglecting your grades can affect 
your future, which is something many seniors forget. 
   “It hurts telling a student they can’t graduate,” Denise 
Harbin, english teacher and senior class advisor said. In 
addition to the negative effects on grades, senioritis is also 
known for its influence on mental and physical health.    
   “I’ve been absent a lot because of sickness,” Cristina 
O’Brien said, citing stress and not taking care of herself as 
the cause.
Some teachers also suffer in the process. “They put their 
stress on me...that’s what they don’t realize,” Harbin said.
At DA, grades are just as important as a student’s passion 
for their art. 
   “Art has always been a way for me to keep my mental 
health in check,” Banish said. 
   However, even in the last few months of high school, 
ambition may fall as well. 
   “I have little to no motivation to do quality artwork,” 
Banish said.
   Senioritis hits the hardest in the third and fourth quarters. 
As a suggestion for how to beat senioritis, O’Brien 
suggests, “Surround yourself with people that have good 
study habits.” 
   However, most agree looking back that if they would 
have worked harder to keep their grades up, the exhaustion 
wouldn’t be as intense.
   “They dig that hole so gradually they don’t even realize 
they’re in it...you just have to suck it up,” said Harbin.
   Senioritis will always be an issue, and even the most 
responsible students may fall victim to its charm. 
   “It’s a disease that bides its time and will pummel you for 
everything you’re worth,” Manyak said, “If you’re smart 
with your time management, you’ll make it to that fancy 
piece of paper come May.”

 Charlie Hunt, Guitar

   It’s really prepared me for the real world and about what’s in 
entertainment.
   It’s taught me to be at a certain place in terms of performing and how to 
be professional, knowing that some things go wrong, but you just have to 
keep going with it. 
   I’ve learned performance maturity and I intend to carry it on with my 
career, well for the rest of my life really.
   It was a transition, you’re on the road to being that much closer to being 
an adult. I thought Senior year would be stressful, but you learn to just roll 
with. You’re not going to have this space next year or the people you’ve 
been with so far, but you’re going to keep pushing.

 Saige Wong, Visual Arts

   I expected it to be terrible. 
   In reality, it’s actually quite 
simple as long as you stay on top of 
things, it would be harder if you had 
a job to maintain. 
   I did for a while so that sort of put 
a lot of pressure on me, but honestly 
it’s not as bad as everyone makes it 
seem. 
   It’s actually kind of fun and I’m 
gonna miss everyone.

Derek Dennis, Vocal

   I’ve always wanted to become better at anything I  
pursue. 
   I’m not too fond of remaining in my comfort zone or 
abilities. But being at DA has just made my need to self 
improve skyrocket. 
   I’m surrounded by people that share the same love for 
music and work hard.
My expectation might have been for the year to be smooth 
sailing, but in reality there are definitely more ups and downs 
than I would’ve expected.

Kyle Riggins, Film

   For cinamatic arts at least it helps 
you work with all different areas of 
film and it helps you focus on which 
one you really like best. You realized 
how diffucult filmaking is and how 
each subject can be.
   I was expecting a little bit more 
freedom, but the social aspect was 
really good. It’s helpd me with creat-
ing bond and friends as well.

The hidden horrors, 
dealing with 

senioritis 

Survey done by The Artisan. 25 Student respones were given.
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Arts and Activity

Things at DA

  ART 
  BAND
  CHORUS
  DANCE
  DRAGON
  FILM
  CORNELIUS

GRADUATION
TECH
THEATRE
WRITING
ORCHESTRA
FOUNTIAN
PUFFIN

Word Bank
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ART
SCHOLARSHIPS TO 

APPLY FOR

Create Real Impact Contest 
Provided by: Impact Teen Drivers
Through writing, art, video, or music, 
promote an effective solution for 
distracted driving 
Amount: $1500
Deadline: March 17, 2018
 
Urban Art Scholarship
Write a brief essay on your work as an 
artist, and how it applies to contemporary 
society
Amount: $350
Deadline: December 31, 2017
 
Doodle 4 Google Competition
Provided by: Google Inc.
Create a doodle for the Google 
homepage (theme to be announced) 
Amount: $30,000
Deadline: December 2, 2017
 
Support Creativity Scholarship 
Provided by: We Support Creativity
 Design something that illustrates your 
passion for your specific creative field
amount: $1000
Deadline: May 1, 2018 

Entertainment
Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 2 

released in May
Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer

   The original film adaptation of Guardians of the 
Galaxy was released on August 1, 2014, during my 
freshman year of high school. I remember it as my 
first moment of relief during a tumultuous period 
of transition from middle school. 
   The first film follows the 2008 comics of the 
same name, originally published in 1969. It 
follows leads: Star-Lord, Drax, Gamora, Rocket 
raccoon, and Groot. Needless to say I was excited 
to hear that the film would receive a second 
instalment.
   When I viewed the film, I was taken in by its 
sci-fi setting, over the top plot and humor, and of 
course its eclectic soundtrack. In conjunction with 
the “Awesome Mix Vol.1” of the first film, the 
second will have a volume two featuring a plethora 
of old school hits. 
   I was charmed by the first film’s irreverence and 
sense of humor. The characters are some of the 
most unlikely of heroes, motivated by vengeance, 
boredom, or simply personal pleasure. The leader 
of the group, Star-Lord is a man from Earth, 
kidnapped at a young age.  He’s spent most of his 
life in space as an outlaw living only for himself. 
   Along the way Star-Lord meets Rocket, a talking 
raccoon with an affinity for explosives, Groot, 
a nearly illiterate alien most resembling a tree 
trunk, Drax, an alien on a revenge quest against an 
oppressive regime, and Gamora, the daughter of 
said regime’s leader on her own quest.
  It has been established that this second film will 
focus on Peter Quill’s (Star-Lord) father, and 

will have a complete plot arc for each character, 
according to moviepilot.com. Director James 
Gunn hopes to go deeper into the background of 
each character, showing how their pasts connect 
with and create friction with the present. 
   Moviepilot said Gunn hopes for the characters 
to evolve as a family. A dysfunctional, slightly 
criminal family. 
   The film will star Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, 
Vin Diesel, Bradley Cooper, and Dave Bautista. 
Guardians of the Galaxy volume 2 has been 
released in theatres as of May 5, 2017.

The evolution of the internet 
and its effect on cable 

Jayleen Cerda
Sr. Managing Editor

   
   Since the Internet was created 
in the late 1960s, it has changed 
the way we live our lives forever. 
Viewers are more connected with 
shows and movies, but what does 
that mean for cable providers and 
movie theaters competing with 
streaming Internet services such as 
Netflix and Hulu? 
   In 2015, Netflix reached about 81 
million users while Hulu reached 
12 million users worldwide, 
according to IronPaper. Major 
cable providers, that had roughly 
95 million customers, but only lost 
385,000 in 2015. Whereas Comcast, 
the largest cable company, lost only 
36,000 subscribers in 2015 but 
gained 58,000 in Quarter 1 of 2016 
according to a Leichtman Research 
Group study. Many consumers 
have claimed Netflix and Hulu 
will replace cable. Content can be 
accessed directly on portable devices 
at any time for a fraction of the cost 
of a cable subscription.
   The major difference: only cable 
offers live news and sports while 
other streaming services do not, but 
offers more original content.
  The internet also affects movies/ 
movie theaters in America, giving a 
more prominent platform to the film 
industry. 

  “The greatest effect the internet 
has on the film industry is publicity. 
You’re able to find out new 
information as soon as it’s released,” 
Carly Kramer, senior film student 
said.
      Overall ticket sales are down 
20 percent since the 2002 peak 
on a per-capita basis, according 
to Box Office Mojo. With more 
entertainment options outside movie 
theaters, some people believe they’re 
here to stay.
“Platforms may shift, but movies are 
such an integral part of our society 
that I don’t think theaters will shut 
down.” said Amelia Jorn, senior 
theatre student.
  The four largest companies in 
cinema, AMC Entertainment, 
Cinemark, and Regal Entertainment, 
account for just less than 60 percent 
of industry revenue in 2017.
   Overall, the internet largely affects 
both cable and movie theatres but 
it still remains inconclusive on 
whether it’ll devolve from going to 
a theater and seeing films to people 
staying at home and watching films 
there.
  “We have already witnessed the 
end of the drive in, lower ticket sales 
at movie theaters, and the popularity 
of TV.  The internet has allowed 
more accessibility, but at what 
price?” Thayer said. 

Finstas and self-expression
Hanna Walters
Staff Writer

   Within the past year, there has 
been a lot of activity on Instagram 
through the new trend of Finstas or 
fake Instagrams. 
   There have been a lot of people 
at DA who have created Finsta 
accounts. 
   There are multiple possible 
reasons why the trend of Finstas 
has become so popular. 
   There can be a strong pressure 
for people’s Instagrams to be 
“aesthetically pleasing” and 
themed. 
   Finstas are known to be filled 
with spontaneous, unplanned posts 
thus creating an outlet for the posts 
that are not quite Rinsta (Real 
Instagram) worthy. 
   Finstas can allow for a more 
personal perspective on someone’s 
life and gives users more control 
on who is following them (most 
Finstas are usually on private).
   According to The New York 
Times, more than half of the 92 
percent of teenagers ages 13 to 17 
use Instagram daily. 
   For many people, social media 
has become a part of life that must 
be managed. 
   Knowlton Anderson, junior, 
created his Finsta around the 
beginning of Dec. 2016. 
   When asked why he created one 
he said “I honestly just liked the 
idea of being able to post anything 

that I have on my camera roll (even 
embarrassingly ugly selfies) and 
allowing my friends to see it...”
   Anderson tends to post photos/
videos that are unedited and 
unfiltered on his Finsta. 
   He usually uses his main account 
to showcase his photography or to 
post pictures that are “slightly more 
“put together” and less of a mess...
unlike [his] Finsta photos.”
   Jadyn Duguid, senior, reserves 
high quality photos for her main 
account, since funnier more relaxed 
posts don’t “fit in with [her] 
Finstagram theme.”
   When asked which she preferred, 
Rinsta or Finsta, Duguid said she 
preferred her Finsta “they’re a lot 
more honest and funny.”
   Jaq Figueroa, junior, made a 
Finsta because he rarely uses his 
Rinsta and “wanted a way to share 
posts to a smaller group.” 
   He felt it would be “strange to 
share personal and goofy things 
with as big of an audience that he 
has on his main.” 
    Figueroa only lets close friends 
follow his finsta.
   Anderson said,“I think that 
my main account is my favorite 
because I put more effort into 
editing and planning out my posts 
for the public to see. 
   That being said, my Finsta is a 
place I can show all of Knowlton, 
not just the good pictures that make 
the cut for my main.”

Guardians of the Galaxy movie poster. The film was 
released May 5, 2017.
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     Editorial      

Freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press are key 
components of the democracy in 
which we live.

We, the student press of The 
Artisan take seriously our re-
sponsibility for such freedoms 
and have adopted the following 
as our mission:

1) To publish news, entertain-
ment, opinion, and feature ar-
ticles for and about members of 
the student body, the faculty, and 
administration, as well as school 
activities, policies, and interests.

2)  To provide an open forum for 
student expression. 

3) To present locally researched 
coverage of broader student 
interest issues.

4) To strive for content that 
meets high standards of profi-
ciency regarding grammar, spell-
ing, accuracy, and clarity.

5) To maintain high ethical 
standards regarding accuracy, 
fairness, responsibility, and per-
sonal/legal rights. 

Mission
 Statement            

Questions, comments, kudos or 
complaints about your campus 

and community? 

Contact us at The Artisan by 
emailing us at 

theartisan.staff@gmail.com
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Transgender Rights: Beyond the Bathroom
   Title IX of the Education 
Amendments Acts of 
1972 prohibits sexual 
discrimination in all 
educational programs 
funded by the federal 
government. 
      In May 2016, the 
Obama administration 
published guidance to all 
public schools stating Title 
IX protected the rights of 
transgender students to 
use restrooms and locker 
rooms that matched their 
gender identity. 
   It has allowed thousands 
of students access to an 
equal education. This 
amendment has recently 
moved in the opposite 
direction due to actions 
taken by the Trump 
administration. 
   Schools that failed to 

comply were at risk to lose 
federal funding. 
   “No student should 
ever have to go through 
the experience of feeling 
unwelcome at school or on 
a college campus,” John B. 
King Jr., secretary of the 
Department of Education 
said, in The New York 
Times.
   In February, these 
guidelines were 
rescinded by the Trump 
administration in favor of 
allowing states to decide 
the laws themselves. This 
nearly stripped 150,000 
students between the ages 
of 13-17 of their rights, 
according to estimations 
by the Williams Institute at 
the UCLA School of Law.
   The “Bathrooms Bills” 
require people to use 

restrooms based solely 
on the sex listed on their 
birth certificate. This failed 
in many states like South 
Carolina, Washington, and 
Mississippi. 
   North Carolina, however, 
passed the legislation and 
established it as law. 
   Duval County has made 
the decision to choose its 
students over politics. 
   We applaud DCPS 
for protecting students 
reguarding this right, 
allowing them to use the 
bathroom in which they 
identify with.
“Sexual orientation, 
gender, and gender 
identity” are all protected 
within the Non-
Discrimination and Equity 
policies.
  Duval County is one of 

many districts that has 
made the decision to write 
their own protections for 
students. 
   Several DA students 
advocate for students 
and play an active role in 
seeking reforms.
   “One thing we can do 
is take the many steps 
one can to be civically 
responsible — write to 
your legislators, show up 
at School Board meetings, 
meet with officials,” said 
Joyce DeCerce, senior, 
“On the other hand, that 
alone is not going to end 
violence. So we need to 
make it clear that hatred 
will not be tolerated. 
We need to support 
queer people and other 
marginalized people in 
every public sphere.” 

Trump’s war with media, How journalism 
is especially crucial for democracy

    On Feb. 17, Donald 
Trump, posted a tweet 
calling CNN, NYT, and 
NBC, “…the enemy of the 
American people.” 
   He proceeded to declare 
himself at a war with the 
media, labeling the workers 
“among the most dishonest 
human beings on Earth.” 
   Since this accusation, 
various articles and 
statements have been posted 
online regarding the issue.
   Trump’s behavior 
towards an industry that 
works diligently to keep 
the Americans informed 
is immensely out of line 
and belittling towards all 
people. 
   It is critical to fact check 
sources and information, 
and journalists provide 
a crucial function in 
today’s democracy. In AP 

Government, the course 
brings up the media, 
attempting to teach students 
about the importance of the 
watchdog function to keep 
our government in check.  
  Despite the stark 
differences between 
broadcast and print, both 
forms of information have 
been lumped together 
within the umbrella term 
“media” which has recently 
been viewed with the 
same singular negative 
connotation.
   “I believe that in general, 
the negative connotation 
has been recently formed 
to decrease the trust and 
validity of these major 
news stations,” Krysten 
Wilkerson, senior said, 
“...so that when they report 
something that could be 
particularly not in the 

government’s favor, it can 
just be discarded.”
   All forms of journalism 
can be argued as especially 
crucial to our government’s 
system of checks and 
balances. 
   According to a survey 
handed out to 100 Douglas 
Anderson students, 54 
percent rely on our local 
newspaper. But within 
these surveyed, only 47 
percent report that they 
trust journalists, while 66 
percent have admitted to 
getting tricked by fake news 
articles.
  “The fake news scare 
has certainly damaged 
the reputation of all types 
of journalists. This isn’t 
justified because the actual 
fake news is the stuff 
that people are believing 
wholeheartedly, not the 

stuff that is meticulously 
researched and edited,”  
Isabel Hillyer, senior said.
  One of Hillyer’s tips for 
advice is checking a story 
out on Snopes.com, this 
provides the information to 
debunk an article as false. 
Rather than just blaming 
hard-working journalists as 
a whole, Hillyer believes 
we should check our 
sources and not just resort 
to blaming an entire group 
of thousands of individuals.
    Blaming journalists 
for governmental issues, 
or slandering them for 
reporting eye-opening facts, 
can turn a lot of citizens 
away from the truth of a 
particular situation. 
   This can be incredibly 
detrimental to our country’s 
freedom of speech, and 
should not be encouraged.

Letters to the editors: Dr.Vitti Leaving 
 On Friday April 21 
through Tuesday April 
25, The Artisan reached 
out to the student body 
about Dr. Nikolai Vitti’s 
move to Detroit Public 
Schools as its new 
superintendent. 
   We asked students how 
Vitti’s departure would 
affect Duavl County 
Public Schools.
   “Though he was often 
in opposition for the arts, 
I don’t see his exit as an 

innately positive thing. 
We can always get worse, 
we can always get better. 
I don’t think he instituted 
common core and FSA 
testing out of malice. 
However, now we know 
what doesn’t work. His 
legacy, for better or for 
worse, informs us,” said 
Amelia Jorn, senior. 
    “Dr. Vitti’s decision 
to move worries me 
because of the possible 
defunding of arts 

that will follow his 
departure,” said Hannah 
Rowland, sophomore.
   “I believe that Dr. 
Vitti’s move will impact 
other lives, but will 
cause lots of discord 
and problems for 
DCPS,” said Karlous D. 
Lampkin, sophomore. 
   “I am excited he’s 
leaving because Duval 
County would change 
tremendously if he 
leaves,” said Peter 

Chrasch, freshmen. 
   “It depends greatly on 
who replaces him. If he 
is replaced with someone 
who doesn’t support 
the arts, or if he or she 
doesn’t pay attention 
to needs of schools and 
students, that negatively 
affect us. 
   However, it could be a 
good thing he’s leaving, 
all things considered,” 
said Preston Potter, 
junior. 
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Opinion
Importance of political 

engagement in millennials
Jayleen Cerda
Sr. Managing 
Editor

 In the 
drowsy dark 
I was up, 
yet again, 
for my AP 
Government 

class doing a project. 
   As I fumbled through the pages of 
special interest groups, I found one 
that piqued my interest: the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund (MALDEF). 
   I saw it amongst associations like 
the National Rifle Association or 
National Organization for Women. 
Through the mountain of information 
I gathered, I became amazed on how 
much MALDEF has done for the 
Latino/Hispanic, and people’s of 
color, communites. 
   MALDEF is dedicated to provide 
better educational opportunities 
(especially for the children of 
undocumented parents), implement 
programs, and structured ‘to bring 
Latinos into the mainstream of 
American political and socio-
economic life’—according to their 
mission statement. 
   What I admire most about the 
group is the almost daily case updates 
they’re currently defending. I felt 
pride well up in my chest when I 
discovered a popular case they won: 
nullifying an Arizona law requiring 
children of undocumented parents to 
pay tuition to attend public schools.  
   It suddenly clicked that I should 

push myself more, so I became more 
politically active; voting in this year’s 
election, sharing news articles on the 
government to inform the public, etc.
   Around 30 percent of the public 
tried to influence others how to vote 
in elections from 1956-1996; since 
2000 this has averaged over 40 
percent, according to The American 
National Election Study. 
   We millennials are already pushing 
forward for socio-economic change. 
   Many young people are stuck on 
the stigma that they’re too young 
to create change; but political 
participation directly affects us all. 
It’s important we’re informed.
    Becoming politically involved 
doesn’t mean swearing your life on 
a political party or even following 
special interest groups. 
   Those are only a few of many ways 
to become involved, like knowing 
who our local legislators are and 
getting in touch with them, following 
an issue you care about and pursuing 
it, subscribing to a publication you 
believe in, and being updated on 
causes. Sharing this knowledge is 
just as important. We need to show 
previous generations that millennials 
care enough to act on our words. 
   Most millennials believe people 
like themselves can have an impact 
in making the United States a better 
place to live, according to the annual 
Millennial Impact Report; we believe 
we have ability to change our country 
for the better—the next step in doing 
so is just taking a step toward being 
politically active.

Women face obstacles in 
pursuing STEM careers

Keiona 
Wallace
Visuals Editor
 
   The 
number of 
women 
pursuing male 
‘dominated’ 

careers has increased steadily, but with 
minimal change in the science field. 
   The overall percentage of women 
working in Biochemistry is 35.2 
percent according to a 2016 study 
by the National Girls Collaborative 
Project.
   The 70 percent of workers and 
engineers in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) workforce are 
White, while 11 percent of 
minorities are African American, 
Hispanic, or Indian/Alaskan natives.  
   Women make up only 29 percent of 
the STEM workforce.
   Out of the 5,025 people who 
graduated in the Science and 
Engineering (S&E) field only a total 
of 142 are biochemists, while 82 are 
female according to the National Girls 
Collaborative Project 2014 study.  
   In some areas, women took 
courses that males took in lesser 
numbers, such as social, biological, 
agricultural, and environmental 
sciences. 
   Males had the majority in 
engineering, computer sciences, 
physical sciences, and mathematics. 
   This is sometimes seen as women 
having a more nurturing and 
attentive side while men are seen more 
as hands on and mechanically 
orientated.

   In 2014, 1,000 individuals, male and 
female, were given patents in the S&E 
field. 
Science, Engineering, and 
Technology (SET) patents are given 
to individuals who are considered to 
have the highest levels of expertise, 
less than 20 percent of US  patents 
were given to women. 
   In Florida the numbers have only 
increased slightly from 15.5 to 15.8 
percent of individuals getting these 
awards. 
   Jennifer Sample, Chair of DA’s 
science department, found an 
interest in science her sophomore 
year of high school, in biology class 
because of an astounding teacher. 
   She continued in the field, 
becoming a lab supervisor at the age 
of 24 and not letting the male 
population in her lab dictate the 
amount of dedication she put in her 
work.   
   “My goal [as a science 
educator] is to instill a love of 
science in students and bring them real 
life experiences,” Sample said, “As 
long as you have the passion you can 
succeed.”
    Even with the little advance 
women have in the STEM  
field, it has the ability to change if we, 
as women, are willing to make the 
effort to achieve our goals and not let 
the majority rule our 
decisions. 
   You only put a limit on yourself and 
what you can achieve as a 
person by doing so.
   “I say go for it. Don’t give up. I want 
to see girls doing more in the world 
and if you love it, do it.” Sample said.

Learning to be comfortable with a sudden change of heart
 Andrea 

Nicole Torres
Co-Editor-in-
Chief

 
  Recently, I 

was scrolling 
through my 
memories on 
Facebook and 

came across a post I had long forgotten 
about. 
   My 8th grade year I wrote for my 
writing class about my dreams that 
have presently faded away. I wanted 
to become a poet and a journalist that 
traveled the world doing investigative 
reporting.
   I had also mentioned that I wanted to 
be a singer, but eight grade me didn’t 
know the difference between singing 
and screeching. 
   I was ambitious in middle school and 
I was confident that I would end up 
achieving my dreams, no matter how 
much work or time it took.
  Third quarter of senior year changed 
me.  
   As I applied to colleges and 
universities, I found myself going back 

and forth between majoring in creative 
writing and majoring in general 
education. I had always wanted to be a 
teacher, inspired by the kindness of my 
first-grade teacher, Mrs. Cygan.
   I especially remember the kindness 
she would show me around the 
holidays when I would tell her I could 
not participate in the class events 
because my family were Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.
   Her understanding and her 
sophisticated way of finding things 
for me to do, without feeling like an 
outsider, really inspired me to emulate 
that same kindness.
   In middle school, that aspiration 
faded when I truly began my journey 
as a writer for the first time. While I 
wrote clichés and topics that I knew 
I did not relate to, the act of writing 
slowly, but surely, impacted my life. 
I used writing to cope with my great 
grandmother’s death, a family friend’s 
death, a break up. I was sure that being 
a writer was my destiny.
   But recently, when I saw my 15-year-
old cousin cry for the first time, and 
when I heard him spill his heart to 

me on how he felt worthless after a 
family fight, my dreams of becoming 
an author morphed into dreams of 
becoming a high school guidance 
counselor. I wanted to help children 
like him, and surprisingly, like me.
   I saw his pain, heard the desperation 
in his rare sobs, and I saw myself in 
him. I was reminded of the times I 
put on a straight face around my mom 
and then cried about my father, my 
grandfather, my uncle, all of these 
reasons… but I confronted them alone. 
   I wanted to be a person that people 
like me could trust to talk to. Even 
while I was convinced, a part of me 
still felt confused about my decision.
  I had realized writing’s importance in 
my life when I changed my mind about 
my future. 
   I thought about poems that saved me 
from anxiety attacks, critique groups 
that helped me see the lines I wrote had 
more to do with my past than I thought 
it did, or how my writing teachers 
reminded me every day that writing 
was my lifeline.
  How could I have changed my 
opinion so quickly and not feel any 

sense of remorse about it? How 
could I attend an arts school, write 
passionately about how much poetry 
and fiction has changed my life, and 
still be intent on leaving it behind?
  The moment I stepped into the world 
of writing I knew I could not let it 
go, but as I approach graduation day, 
I can feel myself slipping away from 
metaphors and similes to focus on 
algebraic equations and economic 
graphs. 
   I stay up until two in the morning 
working on major works data sheets 
for AP Literature instead of revising 
poems. For the longest time, I thought 
this was a sin in an arts school like 
Douglas Anderson.  It felt strange to 
even consider a life without the arts, 
but I knew I wouldn’t be the first to do 
so. I have seen countless DA alumni 
graduate and pursue majors such as 
nursing, engineering, and political 
science.  
   It took seeing I was not alone to 
realize that I did not need to major 
in creative writing or poetry to 
comfortably call myself not only a 
writer, but an artist.



What constitutes positive 
celebrity activism?

Editor goodbyes
Opinion
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Noah McGahagin
Staff Writer
 
   Celebrities are 
an integral part 
of our lives, both 
in politics and 
entertainment. 

Publications like People magazine 
and In Touch exist to tell us about 
Brad Pitt’s marital issues, or what the 
Kardashians are up to. 
   It could be said that as Americans, 
we care so much about what 
celebrities do that we have made 
them president. 
   In the Republican Party, Ronald 
Reagan, a former actor is lauded as 
a hero of the Cold War era. In 2017, 
Donald Trump is our star president, 
elected on a basis of change. It 
was clear that voters were tired of 
the establishment and traditional 
Republican policies. In an era of 
fear, people turned to a man who 
would point fingers and build walls to 
protect them.
   No matter how his actions are 
viewed, Trump is a celebrity. He 
enjoys the spotlight and continues to 
pack out campaign style tours into 
his presidency. He has also racked 
up a heavy bill for taxpayers with his 
frequent trips from the White House 
to his resort in Mar-A-Lago. 
   The Washington Post estimates that 
these trips cost around $3 million 
each time.  But I see a level of 
hypocrisy in our adoration of fame. I 
first saw it on Facebook with a family 
member posting, from a Trump 
support page. 
   The post said that celebrities need 
to keep their mouths shut, this is most 
likely in regard to reactions from 
events like the Women’s March on 
Washington where Trump has been 
compared to a Nazi. Perhaps these 
supporters should look more closely 
at who they’re supporting and what 

he says before throwing up the 
umbrella. 
   Saying celebrities should keep 
their mouths shut says that those 
who want to enact positive change 
are included. 
   My case in point is Ashton 
Kutcher, of That 70’s Show fame. 
Kutcher is an activist in protecting 
children from sex trafficking. He 
has a company devoted to this work 
called Thorn, which partners in the 
tech industry. Kutcher has even 
testified as a witness on the issue in 
front of a congressional committee. 
   Kutcher has young children 
himself, and cites that as his reason 
for taking such interest. 
   He is able to empathize because 
he doesn’t want any harm to come 
to them. Wouldn’t our lawmakers 
take more interest? Why would 
we tell someone with the means to 
help stop what they’re doing, while 
we sit and do nothing? And while 
another celebrity in the spotlight 
is allowed to change what we call 
fact. 
   What are we doing and who are 
we supporting while vilifying those 
who wish to cause positive change? 
We want to know what celebrities 
are doing wrong, and how much 
weight they’ve gained. 
   We want to hear the inappropriate 
things they’ve said and denounce 
them for it, forgetting that people 
like Kutcher and Michael J. 
Fox, who donates and advocates 
for research into illness, exist. 
Fox, in particular, advocates for 
Parkinson’s research, which he 
suffers from himself.
   It seems strange that our president 
is allowed to escape scrutiny and 
puff his chest out. 
   How can he tell us that “the 
news is fake but the leaks are real” 
when he does nothing but think of 
himself when he speaks?

   My time on The Artisan has changed my life in so many ways. 
   Having the opportunity to lead the staff on three beautiful issues was one of the 
biggest joys my senior year. 
   I owe it to Ms. Flaisig, and the publication itself for giving me the creative and 
journalistic space to grow as a person, friend, and as a writer. 
   The endless nights of working on layout, revising articles so that the text is 
concise, and helping others with their articles has allowed me to find my passion 
for teaching. 
   I owe it to my experience on The Artisan, for reminding me how important both 
writing and teaching is to me. 
   The newspaper acknowledged that I had a voice and gave me a microphone to 
use it. I have had many things in life that gave me a taste of pride, but being a 
part of the newspaper was an honor, and an experience that I will take with me 
after high school and forever cherish.

            Andrea Nicole Torres, Co-Editor-in-Chief

   It was a pleasure being able to grow on The Artisan. 
   This publication has taught me how to be a leader, how to handle stress, and be 
an overall better person. 
   Without this publication I wouldn’t be who I am today. I am so proud of 
everyone on the staff, all of you have become great writers, people, and most 
importantly my family. 
   Being on staff these past two years have taught me what it is like to be a 
journalist, to create something as important as a newspaper, and how to reach out 
to the community. 
   I would like to thank Ms. Flaisig for giving me this wonderful opportunity. If it 
wasn’t for you, I would have never realized that I was able to be a leader or have 
passion for anything. 
   You have helped me realize who I am. Thank you to everyone on staff, you all 
have always encouraged me. Thank you for letting me be your editor. 

                Destiny Reid, Co-Editor-in-Chief

Thank you for the experience to guide our staff through the dredges of deadlines, 
stress, and word count changes. 
   It’s been an absolute honor to serve my staff and work alongside people I trust 
and love. 
   Although I put up a fight with Journalism at first—refusing to acknowledge 
my passion and drive for it, even if it had a clear eye on me—I now know it will 
never leave my heart. 
   Thank you: to Ms. Flaisig for always believing in me and my ideas that 
sometimes took too big of a bite to swallow, to Destiny for shoving me forward 
when I felt like giving up, to Andrea for encouraging me to never look back, to 
Noah for reviving my love of learning and improving again. 
   Thank you, staff for reminding me home is where you are. I’m so glad we’re 
leaving a great, hard-working staff that will stop at nothing to deliver news to our 
student body. 

                 Jayleen Cerda, Senior Managing Editor

Visit 

da-artisan.org

for coverage of local news 
and DA events.
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Keiona Wallace
Visual Editor

   In the 2016-2017 school year, the 
visual arts sculpture garden has began 
to adapt many new changes. 
   Since 2013, the visual arts 
department has tried to construct the 
garden into something beautiful. 
   Formerly, the sculpture garden was a 
lunch area with colorful picnic tables 
where lots of trash was being left 
behind, making the task of refurbishing 
turn into recycling. 
  There were multiple plans to start the 
garden sooner, but with it being the 
lunch area, many things could not take 
place. 
   However, now that the new building 
is equipped with a cafeteria the process 
can go solely into improving its current 
state. 
   “We all had this ‘let’s do the same’ 
mentality, but actually it should have 
been ‘let’s add on to what we have’ and 
make more of that,” said Barry Wilson, 
printmaking and visual arts instructor.  
   “All of the hardscaping has been 
done and the pedestals, sidewalk, and 
we just have to work on the planting 
and cleaning up the ground with the 
rocks.” The installment of the new sign 
was on March 17.
   Wilson has been doing hands on 

work with the garden, pursuing the 
plan to make it something more. 
   The visual art department has 
contributed in making the changes 
successful; Khan Tran and Kenneth 
Hatcher sculpted and designed the 
pillars while Hillary Hogue came 
up with the idea for the creation of 
the sectioned sidewalk we currently 
have.
  “It wasn’t an aesthetic space at all. 
So we used the space and worked 
on trying to make it aesthetically 
pleasing,” Wilson said.
   The new garden will be named 
after artist Augusta Savage in 
contribution to her amount of 
dedication she’s applied to the art 
with her story, most times going 
unheard of. 
   This will be the first of anything 
named after the persevering artist.   
   Even though she stayed out in 
Jacksonville, she went on to bigger 
things, developing her life as a 
artist.
   She was most known for her work 
with sculpting, such as ‘The Diving 
Boy’, which could be found on 
display at the Cummer Museum. 
   The department has worked hard 
on refurbishing the garden so far 
and the expected date for finishing 
is by the end of the school year.

Visual arts sculpture 
garden to be named after 

inspirational artist

Visual Arts sculpture garden in the process of being built. Sculptures are beginning to fill the empty 
pedistal places.

How juries impact students 
through stress and reward

The benefits of academics’ 
and arts’ mutual relationship

Destiny Reid
Co-Editor-In-Chief 

Noah McGahagin 
Staff Writer

   Each year, students’ abilities are 
tested within their art areas. They 
are pushed to the edge in order 
to show their instructors what 
they’ve learned. Juries are often a 
stressful experience to go through 
as explained by Germaine Bing, 
senior.
   According to a USA Today, 
59 percent of students say that 
balancing all of their activities is a 
“very significant stressor.” 
   In Cinematic Arts, the process 
of juries is different each year. 
Depending on the grade of the 
student, difficulty level will vary. 
   “During my freshman year, [the 
jury] included a brief presentation 
of sharing what you learned 
that year, perhaps accompanied 
by projects you worked on and 
aspirations for the following year.” 
Matthew Manyak, senior said.
   Manyak said that the real stress 
is the jury being the only grade for 
the final quarter of the year. He 

prepares for juries by giving 100 
percent. “Freshman year, all I could 
do was put fancy transitions in a 
PowerPoint. But by junior year... 
I had a crew looking up to me for 
direction. And as a director, the 
captain of a film, essentially, if you 
fall apart, so does the production 
itself.”  
   In Technical Theatre, students 
showcase some of their best and 
worst work of the year in order to 
show progression. 
   “You also have an outside-of-
school jury project you must do 
from a play/musical every year.” 
Bing said, “It can range from 
a set model, costume design, 
costume construction or a prop 
construction.” 
   Bing suggests to relax and refrain 
from procrastinating, “Execute 
your projects to the best of your 
ability throughout the year. Start 
early on your outside jury project 
and make sure you do something 
that shows one of your best skills.”
    Though the experience of juries 
creates a lot of stress, it does grant 
students important experience and 
practice that will become useful in 
the future. 

Jayleen Cerda
Sr. Managing Editor

   Young people who participate in 
the arts are four times more likely 
to be recognized for an academic 
achievement, according to a 
Carnegie Foundation study. Arts 
and academics meet in excellence 
at Douglas Anderson, and they’re 
also dependent on one another. 
   Techniques such as close 
observation, envisioning, 
exploration, and collaboration  
the skills in thinking, creativity, 
and social/behavioral skills are 
developed in the arts’ essential for 
academic success, according to the 
Centre for Educational Research 
and Innovation. 
   Arts education may improve 
graduation rates, a Center for Arts 
Education study (2009) shows.
   “My theater and creative writing 
students make historical figures 
that have been dead for hundreds 
of years come to life…the learning 
experience of all students is 
enhanced by the artistic expression 
of their classmates,” said Michael 
Steinhardt, AP World History 
teacher. 
Meanwhile, students acknowledge 
the arts has given them the ability 
to assess and comprehend more.
   “The observation and skills 
taught throughout my entire 
thirteen years of art education 

has done nothing but help me to 
improve my analytical and special 
skills,” said Anna Covart, visual 
artist.
   From math and science, to 
current events around the world, 
artists would have no inspiration.
Artists are inspired by the outside 
world and how the outside world 
affects those thoughts within 
their work. The ‘perfect visual 
representation of marriage 
between arts and academics’ is 
the Fibonacci Spiral in Da Vinci’s 
studies, according to Covart.
  “It’s almost a given that 
everything in art comes down 
to some science...nonetheless it 
allows academics to thrive under 
the skills learned and observed 
through art and nature,” Covart 
said.
  Arts and academics play a crucial 
role in continuing one another’s 
legacy.
  “The arts allow us to have 
more than a mere theoretical 
understanding of academic 
subjects, but also an appreciation 
and practical understanding. 
Plato viewed education as the 
development of a sound mind in a 
sound body, and he saw academics, 
the arts, and even physical 
education as a part of creating that 
soundness of mind and body,” 
Steinhardt said.
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A Heartfelt Thank You
Students, faculty and guests gather for Cornelius’ last day

   In her years as principal at Douglas Anderson, Jackie Cornelius has 
reached extraordinary heights. 
   She served as a “nationally recognized arts education advocate and 
presenter for decades,” according to the Arts Schools Network. 
   Joining the DA family in 1988, Cornelius started as an Arts 
Director and Vice Principal before principal in 1996. 
   Cornelius has a B.A. from University of Florida, and a M.Ed. for 
Educational Leadership from University of North Florida. During her 
time here, DA has been recognized for many awards. 
   Not only has DA been awarded with the National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence, but it has been named National Leader School 
by the US Department of Education, a National Model School, a 
Grammy Gold Signature School, and one of the Best Academic High 
Schools in the country. 
    Cornelius conquered many financial boundaries with the needed 
arts funding, and she has worked hard to receive over 13 million in 
state funding. She also received another half $500,000 in private 
funding for materials like instruments and guest speaker programs 
according to the Arts Schools Network. 
   She has been recognized for many awards including the University 
of Florida’s Distinguished Principal Award, and the Florida Times 
Union News Eve Award.   
   Cornelius has helped DA grow in many shapes and forms, molded 
it into what it is today because of Cornelius’ hardwork and dedication 
to the school. 
   On the behalf of The Artisan staff, we thank Cornelius for her time 
at Douglas Anderson and wish her luck with her next journey. 
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